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Foreword 
We are happy to present to you our 5th edition. 

The members and stockholders of the Lake Region 
Pioneer Threshermen's Association have gathered 
together many exhibits, steam engines, threshing 
machines, gas tractors, stationaries, antiques and 
many other items of interest, some of which are shown 
in this souvenir book. It is impossible to show them all. 
To all who contributed and to those that bought this 
edition: Thanks to all! We have one of the finer 
exhibits and we are happy to share them with you. 



O F FICERS 

Dav id  H an se n  P re s iden t  
Mi l t on  Mar t i n so n  V ice  P re s iden t  
J o hn  Ha lv o r son  Sec re t a ry  
R a lph  Me l by  Tr ea su r e r  

BO ARD OF  DIREC TORS 

D a le  Ake r man  As h by ,  Min n .  
Dav id  H a nse n  E lbo w Lake ,  Min n .  
Gl e n  Ri sb rud t  .  .  Da l t on ,  Min n .  
R a lph  R isb r u d t  Da l t on ,  M inn .  
I ve r  Hanso n  As h by ,  Min n .  
Jo hn  Ha lvo r so n  Da l t on ,  M inn .  
R a lph  Me lby  Da l ton ,  M inn .  
Mi l t o n  Mar t i nso n  As h by ,  M inn .  
H a ro ld  Han son  Gra cev i l l e ,  M inn .  

BOOK COM M ITT E E  

Ha ro l d  Hanson  
D av id  H a nsen  
John  Ha lvor so n  
D a v id  Schr o ede r  
Ra lph  Me l by  
Ra lph  R i s b rud t  

A D VERT IS ING  COMMITTEE 

Lave rn  Simdorn  
John  Ha lvor so n  
D i ck  F ihn  



S T O C K H O L D E R S  
L A K E  R E G I O N  P I O N E E R  T H R E S H E R M E N ' S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

D A L T O N ,  M I N N .  5 6 32 4  

Ral ph  Me lb y  
Ke n ne th  Bra t v o ld  
G le nn  Ri sb rud t  
G i lbe r t  K i rkeb y  
H en r y  Johnson  
Ted  Bje rken  

+  Hja lmer  G ran t  
C l i f f o rd  O l son  
A lb e r t  Be rg  
Herb  R isb r ud t  
W ay ne  Ri sb rud t  
D ick  L ind q u i s t  
J im  Ma t h i e s on  
Mi l t o n  Mar t i n son  
Ken n e th  Bor g  
No rman  Car l so n  
Lave rn  Thom p s on  
Dav id  Schroed e r  
M rs .  Eve lyn  Re ns t rom 
M rs .  Kath l een  Rorv ig  
l o l ene  Me lby  
Dav id  Me lby  
J a mes  Melby  

+  F loyd  S t ene r so n  
F r an k l i n  Me l by  
Lave rn  Simdorn  
J im  Wi th e r s  
Bo b  L ange  
H en r y  Leba cken  
Or v i l l e  Noh re  
Cha r l e s  Loke n  
Melv i n  Sa lve v o ld  
E l sw or th  Gr a hn  
Ju l i a n  Krage rud  
Ar t  N e l son  
Mar t i n  Nes s  
Ray  Er i ckson  
D ick  Tam ke  
Wi l l i am  J .  W ey  

Georg e  Me lby  
Ra lph  R i sb rud t  
Ne l s  Fos s a n  
G len  Melby  
Ches t e r  B ot hu n  
Dav id  Hans en  
Alv in  Youn g  
D a l e  Ake rman  
T ru m e n  R i sb rud t  
Russe l l  Ma tch in sky  
P e t e r  B i t z en  
Ozz i e  S t epan  
Hen ry  Fenner  
Ca r l  Evavo ld  
Ive r  Hanson  

+Al f r ed  V ige r  
Ha lvo r  Be rge  
Jo h n  Halvo r so n  
E rnes t  Me lby  
Mrs .  Marga re t  Hanson  
Lu the r  Me lby  
Lau re l  Me lby  
Ray  Be rge  
Pau l  Me lby  
R icha r d  A ke rma n  
Hen ry  Sk in r ud  
Roge r  H ol o  
Augus t  Ande rson  
Mi chae l  Nohre  

S t e ve  Ander son  
Alv in  O l so n  
O la f  G i lbe r t s on  
D ick  F ihn  
Ha r o ld  Hanso n  
Rub en  J ensen  
O l in  Tho mp son  
Dick  T r ow  
Ea r l  Ne l son  
Ba r ry  Ne l son  

+  Dec eased  



Ralph Risbrudt, our secretary 
and treasurer of the Club for 
many years and has done a fine 

job of it. 

John Halvorson has been a 
director for several years and 
is at present secretary of the 
Association. John has built a 
home 3 miles north of Dalton 
and is deputy sheriff of Otter 

Tail County. 

bale Akerman has been with 
the Club for several years and 
has been the president up to 
this year. He is employed at the 
Otter Tail County sheriffs 
office and lives on a farm 5 
miles north of Ashby. Minn 

David Hansen, Elbow Lake, 
Minn. Dave has been a director 
and vice president for many 
years and was recently elected 
president of the Association. 



Milton Martinson of Sheffield, 
Iowa, a new director and vice 
president. He has a large 
collection of steam and gas 
tractors which are showed at 
the annual reunion each year. 

Ralph, Melby, one of the four 
that started the organization 
and has been a director since 

its beginning. 

Harold Hanson of Graceville, 
Minn., and new director. He is 
the owner of several gas 

engines. 

Glenn Risbrudt, a director for 
many years and is the owner of 
a single cylinder and rubber 

mounted model. 

lver Hanson of Ashby, Minn., a 
director and one of the active 

members of our club. 



40 H.P. natural gas engine used in the oil field near Cutbank, Montana. 
It u sed natural gas instead of gasoline and is a 2 cycle engine. Present 

owners are Henry Johnson and Ralph Melby. 

t 

Olin Thompson of Elbow Lake, Minn, has been a steam engineer for 
many years. He owned his own rig and threshed in the Elbow Lake area 

for 40 or more years. 



SILSBY FIRE ENGINE—This Silsby steam fire engine was bought by the 
City of Fergus Falls in July, 1882, and was delivered Sept. 1, 1882. It cost 
$5,150.00, which included 1,000 feet of 21/2-inch hose, 2 nozzles, horse 
cart, and attachments for either horse or man-drawn. It took 32 men to 
pull, and horses were soon arranged for. Most of the prominent men of 
the town were members of the first engine company. Between 1892 and 
1896, various attempts were made to sell the steamer, but nothing 
developed. In 1911, a new boiler was installed for $1,440.00. It was in 
use for 50 years (last working fire was the Benson building, Aug. 22, 
1931), and then entrusted to the Otter Tail County Flistorical Society, for 
preservation. In 1955, the steamer was rejuvenated by the local fire 

department, and is now in perfect working order. 

Perkins Lumber 

and Construction Co. 

Environment controlled Farm and Pole buildings 

WILLMAR, MN. 56201 PHON E 612-235-3242 

John R. Teigland 



The Great Northern Depot purchased from the Burlington-Northern Co. 
by the Association and moved to the grounds by Mathieson Movers. The 

Association has purchased a small steam locomotive. 

Jf Stalker Uke. LAKEWAY GOLF COURSE 

BEAUTIFUL LOCATION ON THE 
SOUTH SHORE OF STALKER LAKE 

9 hole — par 35 — Watered greens 
and fairways 

Pro shop sales & rentals — golf cars 

OPEN TO PUBLIC — Green Fee or Membership 

Phone 218-589-8591 Dalton, Mn. 

SL EEPY HOLLOW RESO RT 

8 miles N.E. of Dalton «, mi,es from Battle Lake Mn. 

Boats — Baits — Groceries — 11 Modern Units — Camp Grounds 

Tel. 826-6433 Batt|e Lake Mn 565i5 



Two John Deere tractors owned by the Schroeder boys of Dalton, Minn. 
They restored both these tractors themselves and did a real 

good job of it. 

MATSON GROCERY 

Complete line of groceries 

Key Imperial Clothes 

Georgia Giant Shoes 

La Crosse Rubber footwear 

TEL. 589-8930 DALTON, MN. 56324 



The Heart of the Lakes Saddle Club of Henning, Minn, has performed on 
Sunday p.m. at our show for many years. Shown are some of the 

contestants prior to the show. 

MATHESON MOVERS 

Mover of any size buildings 

Harry Matheson 
Breckenridge, Mn. Ph. 643-5130 



Henry Johnson's 30 H.P. Huber steam engine. Henry purchased this 
engine several years ago. Very few Huber engines this size are around. 

Welcome to Ashby Laundry and Treasure Cove 

3 sizes self service Washers —Custom Washing and Dry Cleaning 

New and used Clothing — Antiques — Furniture — Cabin Equipment 
Locally made Crafts and Gifts 
Buy and sell on consignment 

TEL. 747-6823 



Three large engines at the show: 25 H.P. Rumely, 25 H.P. Gaar Scott and 
25 H.P. Wood Bros. These engines can been seen threshing, sawing 

lumber or plowing at the show. 

Ashby Motel 8f Resort 

COFFEE SHOP STRICTLY MODERN 

HOUSEKEEPING AND SLEEPING UNITS 

FISHING, BOATS, BAIT, HUNTING 

"l'uSCaStofJ}shb,y' Minnesota, on Co. Ilwy. 82 on beautiful Pelican Lake 
Henry & Hermina Boerhave, Owners Telephone 218-747-4205 



1970 Queen of Steam Cheryl Huse and her two attendants. Each year a 
new Queen of Steam is chosen at the Talent Show. 

Ashby Farmers Co-op 
Elevator Co. 

Phone 747-6115 

Grain — Seed — Feeds 

Grinding — Mixing — Truck Delivery 

Hubbard feeds — GTA feeds 

Web & Don Ashby, Mn. 56309 

a 



25  H.P .  advance  Rumely  s t eam eng ine .  Th i s  i s  t he  l a rges t  eng ine  
advance  Rumely  bu i l t ,  a f t e r  Rumely  changed  the i r  name  to  

Advance  Rumely  Threshe r  Co .  

PHONE 747-6511 

H A R T Z S T O R E  

LOWEST EVERYDAY FOOD PRICES 

Capper Boe, Prop. 
ASHBY, MN. 56309 

H I - W A Y  5 2  C A F E  

Glen & Ruth Herness, Prop. 

PHONE 747-6522 ASHBY. MN. 5630!) 



BORG DRUG 

Dependable Prescription Service 

Phone 747-6122 Ashby, Minnesota 

GIFTS, SUNDRIES, VETERI NARY SUPPLIES 

"Just a little country Drug Store 
catering to country folk." 

Mae and Ken Borg 



25 H.P. Nichols and Shepard steam engine. It is one of the last engines 
built by Nichols & Shepard Thresher Co. Milton Martinson purchased 

this engine in Kansas at an auction and trucked it up 
to Dalton two years ago. 

Dieseth Specialty Co. 

Guard Rail — Fencing & Signing 
Fergus Falls, Mn. 56537 Phone 739-2243 



Preparing breakfast. This is a daily event for the three day show. Nobody 
goes away hungry at this event. 

Standing in line for a meal at the show. Thousands of people buy their 
meals and lunches at the show. They have a good reputation for 

feeding everyone well. 

CITY CAFE 
"GOOD PLACE TO EAT" 

Meals & Lunches 

Andy & Elaine Anderson Ashby, Mn. 56309 
Phone 747-6192 



: m 

30 H.P. Rurnely pulling grader patrol —Ralph Melby, engineer; Iver 
Hanson, operating the grader. They are leveling the ground around the 

old Dalton Depot that the Association purchased and 
moved to the grounds. 

TEN MILE LAKE RESORT 
- STEAK HOUSE -
STEAK —SHRIMP —CHICKEN 

Modern Cabins Trailer Court 
o u0 , 4 miles S.W. of Dalton 
Bob & Jerry Schultz, Prop. Phone 589-8845 



Pictured are an associated type Z Fairbanks Morse, type N Fairbanks 
Morse and Challenge. Just a few of the many different engines 

seen each year. 

We call this a steam hot rod, made by Glenn Rishrudt 
in his shop on the farm. 



Part of the audience at the Talent Show that is staged each year. Last 
year it was decided to hold the show in the large steel building 

at the show ground. 

J E N S E N  G A M B L E  S T O R E  
General Hardware & Appliances - Sporting Goods - Automotive Supplies 

PHONE 747-6455 Housewares 
ASHBY. MN. 56: 



A v iew of the main building on the Association grounds which stores 
some of the engines in the off season. 

Dalton Co-op Creamery 

Association 

Golden Glow Brand Butter 

Land o '  Lakes Feeds & Seeds — Dahlman Seed Corn 

2 Portable Feed Mills & Broyhill  Weed Sprayer 
for rental.  

DaIton, Mn. 56324 Tel. 589-8806 



Part of the steam engine collection at the grounds. Only about one third 
of t he steam engines are shown on this picture. Others are parked other 

places on the grounds. 

"Your Local Full Service Bank" 
SAVINGS — LOANS — INSURANCE Member F.D.I.C. 



32  H.P .  c ross  compound  Reeves  s t eam eng ine .  Th i s  eng ine  was  used  to  
b reak  p ra i r i e  sod  in  Montana  in  abou t  1908 .  I t  was  a l so  used  fo r  a  shor t  

t ime  to  fu rn i sh  s t eam for  an  i r r iga t ion  pump.  

Large  s t a t i ona ry  st eam eng ine  g iven  t o  the  Threshe rmen ' s  C lub  by  th e  
Fergus  Da i ry  o f  Fe rgus  Fa l l s ,  Min n .  Th i s  i s  a  fine  eng ine ,  runs  n ice  and  
qu i e t .  I t  was  used  to  genera te  cu r ren t  fo r  t he  mi lk  p lan t  in  Fe rgus  Fa l l s ,  
Minn ,  fo r  many  yea r s .  The  Club  ex tends  a  hea r ty  thank  you  fo r  

th i s  f ine  eng ine .  

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T H R E S H E R M E N  

VALHALLA FARMS, ART GALLERIES AND ANTIQUES 

l)irk Trow Box 2K<» Ashbv. Mn. 



Kenneth Bratvold's 25 H.P. Nicols & Shepard steam engine. Kenneth 
purchased this engine from the late Merle Jones of Little Falls, Minn. 

Model H Ford car and a Model A F ord made over into a farm tractor. 
Several companies built these attachments for cars years ago. Sears, 

Roebuck & Co. sold them too. 



Starting to thresh at the show. Threshing has been one of the main 
attractions each year. Some 20 acres of grain is threshed each year. 

Dalton Grain & Feed Co. 

Grain — Feed — Seed — Fertilizer 
Chemicals — Grinding 

Dalton, Mn. 56324 Phone 589-8982 



Ralph Melby and his granddaughter standing beside the 32 H.P. 
Reeves engine. 

Dalton Lumber Co, 

Lumber,  al l  types — Plumbing Supplies 
Enterprise Paints— Hardware 

Dalton,  Mn. 56324 Phone 589-8605 





Mode rn  techno logy  such  as  improved  d r i l l s ,  ha r rows ,  t r ac to r s ,  and  
combines  have  done  much  to  inc rease  c rop  p roduc t iv i ty .  Seed  
se l ec t ion ,  weed  and  insec t  sprays ,  and  modern  "kno w-how"  have  a l so  
con t r ibu te d  g rea t ly  t o  inc reased  c rop  y ie lds .  These  f ac t s  l ead  one  to  the  
be l i e f  t ha t  y ields  cer t a in ly  mus t  have  been  poo r  in  p ionee r  days .  Tha t  
conc lus ion  i s  no t  comple te ly  t rue ,  however ,  a s  the  accompany ing  
p ic tu re s  ind icate .  

The  f i r s t  p i c ture  i l lu st r a t e s  how the  corn  g rew in  1895  on  the  E.  R .  
Ever t s  f a rm in  Orw el l  t ownsh ip  (Ot t e r  Ta i l  Coun ty ) .  The  yea r  1895  was  
a l so  good  fo r  whea t  a s  i s  i nd ica ted  by  the  o the r  two  p ic tu res  t aken  on  
the  D.  S .  W emple  fa rm in  Orwel l  t ownsh ip .  The  p ic tu re  o f  t h e  whea t  
f i e ld  where  the  men  a re  ba re ly  v i s ib le  wen t  40  bushe l s  t o  the  ac re  and  
the  f i e ld  o f  shocked  whea t  went  45  bushe l s  t o  the  acre .  Na tu re  cou ld  be  
boun t i fu l  even  when  horse s  were  the  mot ive  power  and  s t eam th resh ing  
was  the  ha rves t  me thod .  (P ic tu res  cour t e sy  o f  t he  Ot te r  Ta i l  Coun t y  
His to r i ca l  Soc ie ty  Museum. )  

Pau l  A .  Larson  
Fe rgus  Fa l ls  S ta t e  J r .  Co l l ege  



65 H.P. Case engine formerly owned by the late Hjalmer Grant. Clifford 
Olson purchased this engine from Hjalmer and sold it to Ray Erickson, 

the present owner. 

RUDE'S GARAGE and 
BLACKSMITH SHOP 

General  Repair  — Welding — Plow work 
Automatic Transmission Work 

Dalton, Mn. 56324 Phone 589-8772 



One of the many attractions at our show is the saw mill owned and 
operated by Kenneth Bratvold. Kenneth's 22 H.P. Advance, a straw 
burner, is shown belted to the mill. On the engine is Olin Thompson and 

by the mill is George Melby. 

Farmers Equity Assn. 
L.P. Gas— Hardware — Groceries 

Complete Service Station 

Ashby, Mn. 56309 Ph. 747-6412 



Providing Dependable, Low-Cost 
Electricity to the Farms and 

Towns in our Area 

^DtterTZail 
P O W E R  C O M P A N Y  

FERGUS FALLS, MINN. 



The two Steam Queens of 1971, the queen from Western Steam 
Threshers at Rollag, Minn, and Sharon Fick, a local girl, Steam Queen 

for Lake Region Threshermen's Association. Nice girls, 
wouldn't you say? 

"Home of Rural Electric Power 
in the Lake Region Area" 

LAKE REGION CO-OP ELECTRICAL ASS'N 

HEADQUARTERS IN PELICAN RAPIDS, MINN. PHONE 863-1171 



Milton Martinson's 25-50 Avery, built in 1910. Four horizontal 6" x 7" 
bore & stroke. It burns kerosene, distillate and gasoline. The rear drive 
wheels are 69" high and 20" wide. Speeds are 2 and 3 m.p.h. 

It weighs 12,500 pounds. 

RORVIG'S GROCERY and 

DRY GOODS 

Groceries — Cold Meat — Frozen Foods 
Ballband & Goodrich Rubber Footwear 

Cosmetics— Lotions 

Dalton, Mn. 56324 Phone 589-8933 

1 



25 H.P. single cylinder Gaar Scott steam engine purchased several years 
ago from Ed B oyle, Young America, Minn. Ed u sed it f or threshing and 
lumber sawing many years ago near New Germany, Minn. 

with Steam ut Doya Gone B y 
C.  K .  Ande r son  was  a  t hr e she r  
W h o  by  Da l t on  l i ved  cl o se  by  
He  t h re shed  fo r  Con joc k  Joh nso n  
Er i ck  O l son  and  I .  

He  wou l d  wak e  up  in  t he  mor n ing  
Be fo re  the  roos t e r  d id  cro w  
To  s t eam u p  t he  engine  
And  was  r eady  t o  go.  

The  be lt s  t hey  we re  f l o pp ing  
And  the  blow er  d id  roa r ,  
Bu t  C .  K .  s t oo d  by  t he  f eede r  and  
Com man ded ,  " Jus t  t hr ow  in  so me  

m ore . "  

Th e  wea t he r  i s  t h r e a t en ing  
B u t  t he  g r a in  cro p  i s  f a i r .  
W e  mus t  f i n i sh  t h is  t h r esh in g  
Be fo re  t he  b i rds  t ake  t he ir  shar e .  

Some t imes  the  s t r aw  was  h eav y  
A nd  t he  s t r aw  p i le s  g r e w  g reen  
Bu t  C .  K .  An de r so n  had  good  
Pow e r  on  t hi s  t h re sh i ng  ma ch ine .  

Af t e r  h e  had  fi n i shed  t hr e sh i ng  
H e  wou l d  tak e  but t e r  an d  c r eam 
To  pay  up  t he  b i l l s  
O n  hi s  t h re sh ing  mac h ine .  

T h e  whea t  bin s  were  ove r f l owing  
A nd  a t  mea l  t im e  was  no t  a  d r eam 
Fo r  t he  new  se tt l e r s  i n  t h i s  coun t ry  
Ha d  t he i r  f utu r e  fo re s een . .  

T he  f l ax  f i e ld s  were  b loom ing  
A nd  t he  whea t  f i e l ds  ag l eam.  
T he re  was  mon ey  in  ou r  pocke t  
W he n  we  were  t h re sh i ng  w i th  s t e am.  

By  Lawren ce  R .  Beckman  
E rha rd ,  Min n .  



One cylinder Oil Pull bought from Oscar Shanky, Middle River, Minn, in 
1969. I t h as a 10" bore, 12" stroke. Elmer Larson of Moorhead, Minn, 
rebored it and made a new piston. The present owner is David Hansen. 

Gary Gesink's father-in-law, Ben B. Mouw, with a team of oxen he 
trained in 1941 for the 50th anniversary of Sioux Center, Iowa, with sod 

bottom prairie breaker he used when a boy. 



A John Deere 10 bottom plow bought from Merle Jones, Little Falls, 
Minn. It has 14" plows and can be seen plowing each year 

at the show. 

F O R  G OD  A N D  C O U N T R Y '  

American Legion Post 508 

DALTON, MN. 56324 

D A L T O N  L O C K ER  P L A NT  

COMPLETE MEAT PROCESSING. FRESH FROZEN CUTS IN STOCK 

AT ALL TIMES. 

Open daily 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to noon Saturdays 

WILLIE ANDERSON. Prop. 

PHONE 589-8885 DALTON. MN. 56324 



Looking over the pulley into the wing feeders of the 40-64 machine. 
Several stocks of grain, usually oats, are threshed each year at our show. 
28 H.P. Minneapolis steam engine owned by Glenn Risbrudt, Dalton, 
Minn. Glenn restored this engine some years ago. It is showed at the 

show each year. 

F I R S T  S T A T E  B A N K  
DALTON ,  MN .  56 324  4 
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Your  Home  Bank  o f f e r s  You  He lp fu l  F r i end ly  Bank in g  Se r v i ce  — 
Ad jus t ab l e  t o  you r  needs .  

MEMBER F.D.I.C. 



PARK REGION MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
"SERVICE IS OUR FIRST THOUGHT" 

HOME OFFICE — UNDERWOOD, MINN. 

— EXCHANGES — 

DALTON ASHBY 
ERHARD MAINE-AMOR 
VINING UNDERWOOD 



28 H.P. Minneapolis steam engine owned by Glenn Risbrudt, Dalton, 
Minn. Glenn restored this engine some years ago and it is showed at 

the show each year. 

A 24 H.P. Minneapolis steam engine. It is one of the last engines built by 
the Minneapolis Threshing Machine Company. Milton Martinson 

is the present owner. 



F 12 Farmall tractor with the steel wheels. This tractor belongs to 
Bratvold Bros., Ashby, Minn. 

WELCOME TO "SKROVE'S MOTEL" 

"A Home Away From H ome" 

Pat & lirad Warwick — On Highway 82 

DALTON, MINN. PHONE 589-8977 



Moline Universal 9-18 made by Moline Plow Co. The engine is 4 
cylinder, 3V2X5 vertical, 1400 R.P.M. It weighs 3380 lbs. and cost $650. 

Case threshing rig threshing in the Hettinger, No. Dak., country in 1913. 
The owner is Albert Polchow of Hettinger. 



Elsworth Grahn, Vergas, Minn, sawing lumber to manufacture lath. 
Elsworth is a member of our Association and brings this mill 

down here each fall. 

20 H.P. Witte gasoline engine mounted on a running gear from a 
Minneapolis steam engine. Peter Bitzen of Evansville built this machine 
when he was 17 years old. He used it to power his grain separator for 
several years. Bitzen sold this engine to Jim Withers of Osakis, Minn., 

but it is left at the show. 



Some old-time gasoline and kerosene engines restored and shown each 
year by Earl Nelson and Harold Hansen. Aren't they some dandies? 

110 H.P. Case engine breaking prairie sod in Hettinger, No. Dak. country 
in 1913. Note they are pulling 8 breaking plows and a drag. This was a 

common scene in the early days. 



Henry Johnson's 22 H.P. Avery undermounted steam engine. The engine 
was mounted on a frame under the boiler. This took the strain off the 

boiler, similar to the locomotive on the railway. 

1250 on your dial KBRF 1250 on your dial 

Good Listening — Daily 6:00 a.m. to midnight 

Mutual Network 
Voice of the Otter Tail Empire 

103"diaVyour KBRF-FM 
5:00 A.M. ro MIDNIGHT MON.-FRI. — 7:00 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT SAT. & SUN. 

n MINUTK EARLY MORNING INFORMATION ON 
VVEATIIER CONDITIONS, SCHOOL & BUS SCHEDULE CHANGES. 



A McCormick-Deering horse-drawn corn picker, owned by Bothun Bros, 
of Dalfon, Minn. These were first used in the 20's. Checking the 
old-timers are Milton Martinson, Ralph Melby and Lennie Bothun. 

DALTON HATCHERY 
and 

BAIT SERVICE 

Phone 589-8118 Harold Skaar, Prop. 

Day old and started Layers and Cornish Rock Broilers 

Custom Barn and Poultry Spraying Service 

All kinds of fishing equipment and fish bait service 

. 



75  H.P .  Bes t  pu l l ing  b inder s.  N o te  the  l a rge  f ron t  whee l  on  the  t r ac to r .  
Th i s  was  to  ho ld  up  the  f ron t  end  and  he lp  in  tu rn ing .  

S ta t iona ry  s t eam eng ine  g iven  to  the  Threshe rmen ' s  Assoc ia t ion  by  the  
Nor th land  Canning  Co . ,  Coka to ,  Minn .  Th i s  eng ine  was  used  to  genera te  
cu r ren t  and  run  a  l ine  sha f t  in  the  canning  fac to ry  a t  Coka to  un t i l  1967 .  
We  a re  expec ting  to  have  seve ra l  more  l a rge  engines  in  the  fu ture  to  be  
shown a t  ou r  show.  We a re  g ra te fu l  t o  the  Nor th land  Cann ing  Co .  fo r  

dona t ing  th i s  f ine  eng ine  f r ee  o f  cha rge .  



25 H.P. double cylinder steam engine built by Gaar Scott Co., 
Richmond, Md. It is a 1910 model and was rebuilt in 1925. It has 7x11" 
cylinder, Vs hap seam boiler, 36" diameter, 56 2" flues, 6" drive gears 
and pinions, 4" counter shafts, 26x72" drive wheels and carried 165 lbs. 
steam pressure. This was the Gaar Scott Co. plowing engine before 

Rumely bought out the company. 

Unloading the 35 H.P. Nicols & Shepard steam engine purchased from 
Floyd Perleberg, Willmar, Minn, by Milton Martinson. This is the largest 

engine this company built. 



E A R L ' S  M O B I L  

BARRETT, MN. PHONE 528-2591 

A  &  F  I M PL .  
Ford Tractors & Farm Equip. 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. PH. 685-4310 

A M U N D S O N  EQ U I P M E N T  I N C .  
Everyday service 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. PH. 685-4611 

C U L L I G A N  W AT E R  C O N DI T I O N I N G  
ELBOW LAKE, MN. 

S C H R O E D E R ' S  D EP T .  S T O R E  
ELBOW LAKE, MN. 

A A M O T &  E LL I N G S O N  IM P L .  
IH part & service 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. PH. 685-4144 

H A U G E  L UM B E R  &  H D W E .  C O .  
ELBOW LAKE, MN. PHONE 685-4421 

F A R M E R S  C O - O P  O I L  A S S ' N  
Sales & Service 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. 

L O C A L  G A S  C O .  
Tanks, Appliances & Equipment 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. 

C H R I S T I A N S O N ' S  I N C .  
Complete line farm equipment 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. PH. 218-685-4330 

O - K  I N DE P E N D E N T  S E R V I C E  
Deep Rock Gas, Oils & Greases 

ELBOW LAKE, MN. 

T H E  PH O T O C E N T E R  

216 W. LINCOLN FERGUS FALLS, MN. 



Pic tu re  o f  sma l l  Adva nce  s t eam eng ine  and  hand  feed  and  s t r aw ca r r i e r  
sepa ra to r  t aken  near  Kens ing ton ,  Minn ,  a round  the  tu rn  o f  t he  cen tu ry .  
Not i ce  the  s t aw ca r t  beh ind  the  eng ine  and  the  wa ter  wagon  wi th  ba r re l s  
on  top .  They  were  f i l l ed  f rom the  t ank  and  gave  a  supp ly  o f  wa t e r  whi l e  
ano the r  load  o f  wa te r  was  pumped  f rom a  l ake  o r  s lough .  Note  the  s t r aw 
wagon  f i l l ed  wi th  s t r aw.  Th i s  was  used  to  f i l l  t he  ca rt  beh ind  the  engine  

when  moving  f rom p lace  to  p lace .  

16  H.P .  Advance  s team eng ine  bu i l t  by  M.  Rumely  Co.  I t  w as  bough t  
f rom the  l a t e  Jus t in  Hings ten  o f  LaM ot te ,  l a . ,  an d  i s  n ow owned  by  

George  Melby ,  Ashby ,  Minn .  



25 H.P. Rumely, the old work horse, seen plowing at the show each fall. 
It is sometimes taken for a 30 H.P. engine, hut is only a 25 horse. 

Ralph Melby is the owner. 

! 
32 Reeves cross compound, the only compound at our show. It is an old 
engine, but is in good condition. It was bought from Johnny Anderson, 

Mile City, Mont, where it was shown at a museum. 



10-20  McCormick  Deer ing  gas  t r ac to r .  Th i s  t r ac to r  was  shown a t  the  
Minneso ta  s t a t e  fa i r  a  f ew yea r s  ago  and  i s  i n  excel l en t  cond i t ion .  I t  i s  

owned  by  Dick  L indqu i s t  o f  Minneapo l i s ,  Minn.  

Twin  Ci ty  gas  t r ac to r .  I t  i s  owned  by  Mil ton  Mar t inson ,  Shef f i e ld ,  Iowa .  
I t  has  been  res to red  and  looks  l ike  a  new t rac to r .  



This  engine ,  bu i l t  i n  1908,  i s  a  30-60  Har t  Pa r r  2  cy l inde r  t r ac to r .  Th i s  
mode l  was  known as  " the  o ld  re l i ab le . "  The  eng ine  has  the  h i t  and  miss  
governor  a r rangements  which  make  i t  so und  ve ry  unusua l  fo r  a  l a rge  
t r ac to r .  I t  was  pur chased  new by  Ernes t  Kicker  o f  Fa i r f ax ,  Minn ,  and  

bough t  by  Dav id  C .  Hansen .  

Henry  Ges ink  harves t s  oat s  on  h i s  f a rm east  o f  S ioux  Cente r ,  Iowa  wi th  
an  8 '  Os borne  Binder  in  1929 .  He  go t  60  bushe l s  pe r  ac r e  f rom 

40  ac res  of  l and .  



Two Monitor gasoline engines just brought in for the 1971 show and can 
be seen at the show each year. One is a 5 H.P. Horizontal and the other a 

4 H.P. Upright. They were restored by Harold Hansen. 

S C H O O N ' S  E QU I P M E N T  

David Brown Tractors — Kelly Ryan & Minnesota Machinery 
Repairs —Welding 

DALTON, MX. 56:$24 PHONE 589-8190 

A S H B Y  L UM B E R  C O .  

Building Material — Lumber — Builders Hardware — Minnesota Paints 

ASHBY, MX. 56309 PHONE 747-6255 

B m 



30-60 H.P. Rumely Oil Pull owned by Milton Martinson. It has 30 draw 
bar horsepower, 60 brake horsepower, 2 cylinders with 10" bore and 12" 
stroke. The belt pulley is 36" in diameter and 11" wide and can reach a 
speed of 375 R.P.M. The diameter of the front wheels is 44", the rear 
wheels, 80". The tractor can travel 1.9 miles per hour. Its fuel tank 
capacity of kerosene is 70 gal., of gasoline, 3 gal. and of water, 85 gal. 
The capacity of its radiator and cooling system is 70 gal. Its overall 
width (without extensions) is 9'8"; its overall height, 11'; and its 

overall length, 19'. 

Shingle mill owned by David C. Hansen, operated by John Neprud, 
Wahpeton, No. Dak. John is a good help around here. 



1915  LaF ra nc e  f i r e  t r uck  pu rc hase d  by  Mi l t o n  Mar t i n son  a t  a  s a l e  i n  
Iowa .  Th i s  was  t he  o l des t  a ct i ve  d u ty  f i r e  tr uc k  i n  I o wa .  I t  i s  i n  exce l l en t  

cond i t i on  even  tho ugh  i t  i s  n ea rl y  60  year s  o l d.  

3 6  H .P .  do ub l e  cy l i nd e r  Ru m e ly  s t e am eng ine ,  i t s  p r e sen t  ow ne r  i s  
Mi l t on  Mar t i n so n  who  pu r ch as ed  i t  f rom F u r e s e th  B ros . ,  Ha l s t ad ,  Minn .  
As  f a r  a s  w e  k n o w the re  a r e  on ly  5  o r  6  o f  t he se  eng i nes  l e f t .  



Leve l ing  the  g rounds  in  p repa ra t ion  fo r  t he  1972  show a f t e r  
in s t a l l a t ion  o f  wa te r  ma ins .  

Min ia tu re  saw mi l l  f rom Rol l ag  in  ope ra tion .  



Minneapolis Universal farm tractor. It was bought new in 1911 by Henry 
T. Hansen of Elbow Lake, Minn. It was the first gas tractor in Elbow Lake. 
A Grant Co. Herald news article said it looked like a locomotive. Henry 
threshed with it until 1918 with a 30" machine, pulled a 4-14 Breaker 
plow, and also did road grading. It was sold to Edwin "Cook" Gilbertson, 
John Coleman and Joe Reeser, Elbow Lake. It w as used until 1928, then 
bought by David C. Hansen, son of Henry T. Hansen, in 1957. 

A Silver King tractor owned by Henry Johnson, made in the 30's. 



22  H.P .  Avery  s t e am engine  purcha sed  seve ra l  yea r s  ago  f rom the  l a t e  
C l in t  J ackso n .  Henry  Johnson  bought  th i s  eng ine  and  i s  

t he  p resent  owner .  

1971  Queen  of  S team 



27-44 Twin City tractor purchased from Kenneth Kicku of Hector, Minn. 
Clarence Martinson is the present owner. 

Aultman & Taylor 30-60 gas tractor owned by Ozzie Spetan of Brooten, 
Minn. This tractor runs at 500 R.P.M. It has a bore & stroke 7x9, 4 
cylinders and 90"x24" wide wheels. Kerosene, distillate and gasoline are 
used for fuel. Its speed is 2.2 and it weighs 21,200 lbs. 

if 



Pic tu re  o f  Nico l s  & S hepard  s t eam engine  and  gra in  sepa ra to r  t aken  
somet ime  a round  1910  nea r  Kens ing ton ,  Minn .  No te  the  cook  shack  and  
cooks .  They  f i r ed  wi th  s t r aw in  those  d ays  a s  i t  was  cheap  fue l .  T he  
fa rmers  had  p len ty  o f  s t r aw and  there  were  no  ques t ions  a sked .  Note  the  
sc reen  on  top  of  t he  smokes tack .  That  was  used  to  ca tch  the  spa rks  so  

they  would  not  se t  t he  s t ack  on  f i r e .  

Two f ine  mode l  eng ines  a t  the  show.  The  l a rge  one  belonged  to  the  l a t e  
Ted  Lang ,  Hec to r ,  Minn.  Ted  made  the  whole  t r ac tor  and  d id  a  f ine  job .  

The  o ther  sma l l e r  t r ac to r  i s  a  Case  mode l .  

I  4 



Iver Hans on's 1929 Case tractor. Iver restored and painted this tractor 
two y ears ago. It runs well. It was used on a farm near Underwood, 

Minn., owned by the late Ed Wagstrom. 

Sunday morning church service on the grounds. The Threshermen's Club 
purchased church pews to accommodate the people. Hundreds attend 

services Sunday mornings at the show. 



Contestants who took part in the Queen of Steam contest. The Talent 
Show has become one of the good attractions, and the queen 

coronation is the climax of the evening. 

Men even help prepare food for the hundreds that come for breakfast, 
dinner or supper. 

1 



Steam Cm, Jiucb, Ttadm 
I t  i s  a  l i t t l e  kn own  f ac t  t ha t  t he  f i r s t  au tom obi l e s  bu i l t  w e re  

powered  by  s t e am.  The  s t o ry  of  t he  automob i l e  f i nds  i t s  f i r s t  b e g i nn i ng  
in  F r anc e ,  b e tw een  t he  yea r s  1760  a n d  1770  when  N ich o l s  J .  C u gn o t  
bu i l t  t h r ee  mach ine s ,  a l l  pow ered  b y  s t e am.  Th e  l a s t  on e  was  i n t ended  
fo r  u se  a s  a  t r a c t o r  f o r  a  f i e l d  gu n .  

The  f i r st  Am er i can  au to  w as  con s t ruc t ed  by  O l iv e r  E v ans  i n  1 787 ,  
and  it  t o o  was  powere d  by  s t eam .  

In  Eng l and ,  i n  182 3 ,  th e  f i r s t  b u s  was  bu i l t  and  i t  was  po we red  by  
s t e am.  Howe ve r ,  Pa r l i amen t  p a s sed  a  l aw  ca l l e d  t h e  Red  F l ag  Law.  I t  
made  i t  c ompu l so ry  for  any  veh i c l e  ca r ry in g  p a s senge r s  t o  have  a  ma n  
ca r ry i ng  a  r ed  f l ag  wa lk  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  ve hi c l e .  Th i s  l aw  was  no t  r e p e a l e d  
un t i l  1 885 .  I n  1 8 9 6  Dury ea ,  Fo r d ,  Haye s  and  t he  S tan l ey  b r o the r s  we re  
b eg inn ing  t o  f i nd  succe s s  i n  t he i r  expe r im ent s  w i th  mak ing  au tomo b i l e s .  

The  s t e am ca r s  im me d ia t e l y  a t t r a c t e d  a t t en t i o n  by  e s t ab l i sh ing  
wor l d  r e co rds  f o r  h i l l  c l imb ing  a nd  spe ed .  In  add i t i on  t h e  s te am ca r s  s e t  
goa l s  o f  p e r fo rm ance  such  as  smoo th  a nd  r ap id  a cc e l e r a t i on ,  s imp l i c i t y  
o f  powe r  co n t ro l  and  ma x im um to rq ue  at  z ero  spee d .  

I t ' s  h a rd  t o  b e l i eve  t ha t  t h e r e  we re  12 5  di f f e r e n t  mak es  o f  s t e a m 
ca r s  manu fac tu r e d  i n  t he  Uni t ed  S t at e s :  A me r i c an  1900 ,  Amer i c an  1922 ,  
Ar t zb e rge r ,  Au l tm an ,  Aus t i n ,  A u t o -Lo c o ,  Baker ,  Ba l dwin ,  Ba l l ,  Be s t ,  
B inney -Burnham,  Boss ,  B rech t ,  B r i s t o l ,  C ameron ,  C annon ,  Cap i t o l ,  
C e n tu r y ,  C in c in n a t i ,  C l a rk,  C l ermon t ,  Coa t s ,  Con r ad ,  Cot t a ,  C ro mpto n ,  
C ro u ch ,  De l l i ng ,  D e t ro i t ,  D o b l e ,  Dud geon ,  Ea s tman ,  Ec l i p se ,  E lbe ron ,  
E l i t e ,  Em p i r e ,  E ndur a n ce ,  Es sex ,  Fe de ra l ,  F i e ld ,  Fos t e r ,  Cae th ,  Gea r l e s s ,  
G eneva ,  C rou t ,  Ha r t l ey ,  H es s ,  Hof fm an ,  Ho l l and ,  Ho lyo ke ,  Hous e ,  
Howard ,  H u dson ,  I n t e rna t i o na l ,  J a x on ,  Johnson ,  Ke en e ,  Ke l l ogg ,  
Kenns ing ton ,  K e y s ton e ,  K idde r ,  Kra f t,  Lane ,  Le ac h ,  Lo ck e ,  Locom ob i l e ,  
Loom is ,  Lu t z ,  Lyons ,  M a id en ,  Mas on ,  McK ay ,  Me r c ur y ,  Me t eo r ,  Mi l l s ,  
Mi lwaukee ,  Mo b i l e ,  Mor se ,  New Eng land ,  Orm ond ,  Ove rbo l t ,  Ove r m an ,  
Oz fo rd ,  Pawtuck e t ,  Pee r l e s s ,  Po r t e r ,  P r e sco t t ,  Pu r i t an ,  Ra nd o lph ,  
Re a d i ng ,  Reme l -V incen t ,  Roge r s ,  Ros s ,  Scot t - Newco mb ,  S imons ,  Skene ,  
Spence r ,  Sp r ing e r ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  Sq u i e r ,  S t anda rd ,  S t a n l e y ,  S t an ton ,  
S t eamob i l e ,  S t ea rn s ,  S t e r l i ng ,  S t e w ar t - C o a t s ,  S t o r c k ,  S t r a th mo re ,  
S t r i nge r ,  S t ro use ,  Sup e r - S t eam er ,  Tau t on ,  Te rwi l l i ge r ,  T ho m pson ,  
To l edo ,  T r a c t o mob i l e ,  T ra s k -D et ro i t ,  T r i n i t y ,  V i c to r ,  Wa l th am,  Wa t t ,  
Webb- J a y ,  Wes t f i e l d ,  Whi t e  and  Whi t ney .  



At  the  beg inn ing  o f  1908  the re  were  more  s t eam ca r s  on  the  
h ighways  than  gas  ca r s .  Th i s  was  the  beg inn ing  o f  t he  pe riod  when  Ford  
rea l ly  s t a r t ed  p r oduc t ion  in  vo lume  wi th  the  Mode l  T  and  once  he  go t  
in to  vo lume  of  gas  ca r s ,  t he  in te res t  in  s t ea m ca r s  wen t  down.  The  las t  
Whi te  S teamer  was  bu i l t  in  1912 ,  t he  l a s t  S tan ley  in  ab ou t  1925  and  the  
l a s t  Dob le  abo u t  1927 .  

One  of  t he  mos t  t a lked  abou t  s t eam ca r  was  the  S tan ley ;  i t  was  the  
f i r s t  t o  c l imb  Mt .  Wash ing to n  on  Augus t  31 ,  1899 .  A  wor ld' s  r ecord  was  
es t ab l i shed  when  Mr .  Mar r io t t  d rove  a  S tan ley  S team race r  127 .66  mi les  
pe r  hour  at  Ormond  Beach ,  F lo r ida  in  1906 ;  h e  became  the  f i r s t  human  
to  t r ave l  more  than  two  mi les  a  minute .  

Pa r t  o f  an  ad  fo r  a  S tan ley  wen t  a s  fo l lows :  To  accompl i sh  the  resu l t  
wh ich  you  long  fo r—which  eve ry  au tomob i l e  eng inee r  i s  s t rugg l ing  
hones t ly  t o  g ive  you  —to  de l ive r  a  smooth  con t inuo us  to rque  to  the  
c rankshaf t  w i thou t  impu l ses—wi thou t  even  ove r l app ing  impulses—in  
o the r  words ,  p roper ly  t o  p rope l  an  au tom obi l e—only  two  cy l inde r s ,  and  
on ly  th i r t een  moving  pa r t s  a r e  needed  in  t he  comple t e  eng ine .  As  
app l i ed  in  S tan ley  cons t ruc t ion  th i s  fundamenta l ly  co r rec t  eng ine  i s  
gea red  d i rec t ly  and  pe rmanen t ly  to  the  rea r  axle ,  w ithou t  t ransmiss ion ,  
o r  gea r  sh i f t—the  eng ine  speed  i s  t he  ca r  sp eed .  The  s t eam which  
supp l i e s  th i s  engine  i s  s to re d  in  t he  genera t ing  p la n t  under  the  hood ,  
which  i s  no t h ing  more  than  a  ke rosene  s tove  bo i l ing  wa te r ,  wi th  no  
moving  pa r t s ,  no  ca rbu ra to r ,  n o  ign i t ion  sys tem.  The  volume  of  s t eam 
en te r ing  the  eng ine  con t ro l s  the  speed  o f  t he  ca r ,  and  th i s  i s  governed  
by  the  l i t t l e  f inge r  th ro t t l e  —the  so le  con t ro l l ing  dev ice  on  the  whole  
ca r .  Thus  the  power  f rom the  l iqu id  fue l  i s  t r ansmi t t ed  to  the  rea r  whee l s  
wi th  no  ca rbura to r ,  no  ign i t ion  sys tem,  no  c lutch ,  no  f lywhee l ,  no  gea r  
sh i f t ,  no  t r ansmiss ion ,  and  wi th  on ly  thi r t een  m ov ing  pa r t s .  The  S tan ley  
tour ing  ca r  i s  $1975 .00  f .o .b .  Newton ,  Mass . ,  w i re  whee ls  $90 .00  ex t ra ,  
whee lbase  130  inches ,  t i r e s  34x4  S ive r ton ,  a luminum body ,  12  mi les  to  
the  ga l lon  o f  ke rosene ,  200  mi les  t o  a  t ank  o f  wa te r .  

Today ,  in  an  e ra  in  wh ich  pol lu t ion  has  become  a  rea l  danger ,  the re  
i s  a  t r emendou s  rev ival  o f  in t e r es t  in  s t eam bo th  for  ca rs  and  buses  and  
seve ra l  a re  be ing  p roduced  fo r  exper imen ta t ion  in  t he  f i e ld ;  pe rhaps  in  
t he  nea r  fu tu re  we  wi l l  aga in  see  s t eam ca r s  on  our  h ighways .  



Hand feed and straw carrier grain separator owned by George Melby, 
Ashby, Minn. This is an old machine, patented 1889, and has an 

over shot cylinder. 

Cutting grain with a Hart Paar 15-30 gas tractor. This picture was 
taken in Iowa in 1920. 



Bill Vogelaar threshing rig: 25 H.P. Minnesota new giant engine and 
44x64 Minnesota separator. This picture was taken in 1911 near Sioux 
Center, Iowa. Thanks to Gary Gesink of Sioux Center for this picture. 

I 

Threshing with a Peerless separator and Gray gas tractor. This picture 
was taken in 1919 near Breckenridge, Minn. 

I 



The old school house, Dist. No. 20, was given to the Threshermen's Club 
by the district in 1968. The antiques are displayed in this building. 



This  l a the  mi l l  i s  on  d i sp lay  and  opera t ing  each  year  a t  the  show.  I t  i s  
owned  by  E l swor th  Grahn .  

Harves t ing  ba r l ey  on  the  George  Johnson  f a rm a t  Fu l l e r ton ,  No .  Dak .  
Th i s  p i c ture  was  t aken  in  t h e  ea rly  1920 ' s .  Geo rge  Johnson  i s  ope ra t ing  
the  b inder  a nd  the  th ree  sons ,  F red ,  Wi l l i e  a nd  Leonard ,  a re  he lp ing .  

The  t r ac tor  i s  a  1912  18-36  Avery  t r ac to r .  

I 



Some s t eam eng ines  r eady  fo r  t he  show.  They  a l l  run.  Al l  t he  bo il e r s  a re  
s t a t e  t e s t ed  be fore  the  show each  yea r .  

S t a t iona ry  s t eam engine  250  H.P .  f rom the  Browerv i ll e  Da i ry .  I t  was  used  
' °  genera te  e l ec t r i c i ty  fo r  the i r  p l a n t .  Th i s  eng ine  was  dona ted  by  

Land-O ' -Lakes  to  Lake  Reg ion  Threshe rmen ' s  Assoc iat ion .  

* 



J im Wi th e r s '  b ig  gas  engine .  N o te  the  l a rge  f lywhee l s .  J im bo ugh t  th i s  
eng ine  in  the  Eas t  and  hau led  i t  home  on  a  t r a i l e r .  

Concrete Minnesota, Inc. 

QUALITY READY MIX CONCRETE & SERVICE 

Call  Collect  612-589-3700 
Plants at Wendell, Campbell & Morris 



28 H.P. Minneapolis acquired at an auction of the late Art Olson of 
Bluegrass, Minn. This is one of the few manufactured with Vi boiler 

plate. It is being restored for the 1972 show. 

R O G E R  

H E I N E N  

P A I N T I N G  

S E R V I C E  

FREE ESTIMATES 

By the Job or Hour 

CALL 589-8745 

DALTON. MN. 56324 



10-20 Townsend oil tractor. The present owner is Nancy Martinson. It is 
a unique tractor built to resemble a steam engine. It is the smallest 

tractor Townsend built. 

RAY'S OIL & GAMBLE STORE 

Bulk gas & fuel oil - Gas - Oil - Grease - Wrecker service - Brake service 
Gamble supplies — Tune-ups — Small engine repair — Outboard & Lawnmowers 

Da Iton, Mn. 56324 Phone 589-8778 



Picture of thr eshing scene taken in Lawrence Township, west of Elbow 
Lake, Min n. The machine is a 25 H.P. Minneapolis owned by W. G. 
Parson, the engineer, Herb Hultonader, courtesy of Olin Thompson. 

Lund's 

Appliance 

Center 
Underwood. Minn. 56586 

Philco — Motorola — Zenith — 
Sylvania TV 

Philco— Motorola — Norge — 
Gibson Appliances 

WE SERVICE WHAT 
WE SELL! 

PHONE 826-6851 



SfedHt Plmvwg and T(ĉ edkc«g 
in ye&lwfem 

In the last half of the 19th century, big changes took place on the 
prairies of the central part of the U.S.A. Cutting grain by hand and 
swatting out the kernels by hand and a flail or other methods was fast 
coming to a close. Grain separators began to appear on the scene; they 
were hand fed, the straw was pitched away from the separator and 
stacked up for winter use. 

They used horse power to run the machine, using up to 14 horses to 
pull it or maybe a tread machine was used; a team of horses was used 
walking up an incline —the floor kept rolling backwards as the horses 
stepped ahead. Soon, the steam engine came into being; various 
companies manufactured them. All were hauled around by oxen or a 
team of horses. A seat toward the front of the engine was bolted onto 
the boiler for the driver to sit; a tongue was fastened to the front axle, 
the same as a wagon, that guided the engine to where they were 
moving. 

As time went on, straw carriers were attached to the separators that 
elevated the straw into a pile away from the separator. This method of 
threshing continued for many years. Some companies, by now, were 
building traction engines. Some were chain drive, others used a shaft 
running by gear down from the crankshaft to the countershaft. Still, they 
used horses in front of the engine to guide them on the road when 
moving. It is claimed they did not trust a man steering these engines 
with the steering wheels. 

In the beginning of the 20th century, there was a large demand for 
steam engines and separators. It is claimed that nearly 200 thresher 
companies were building threshing machinery at one time. Some 
manufactured only a few, others made them in the thousands. Case 
Company alone built over 36,000 steam engines. Other companies built 
up to some 18,000. 

The traction engine was built for threshing and lumber sawing; 
traction gears were light built, as they were only intended to propell the 
engine and later the separator from place to place. 

Soon the companies were building engines with heavy boilers and 
extra heavy gear. As the settlers moved West, they began to open up 
more ground. To begin with, they used oxen, and then horses to break 
the prairie sod. This was a slow process, so some that threshed with 
steam soon began to buy engine gang plows, as they called them, and 
broke the prairies. 



The  e ng ine  bu i l de rs  s t a r t e d  t o  b ui l d  la rg e r  and  hea v i e r  en g in e s .  The  
demand  was  g r ea t ;  e ng in e  gangs  w i th  br eak e r  bo t t o ms  up  to  16  bo t t o ms  
were  manu fac tu r ed .  S t eam e ng i nes  u p  t o  4 0  H .P .  we r e  ava i l ab l e .  O n  
spec i a l  o rde r ,  en g in e s  up  t o  50  H  P .  were  made ,  bu t  plo wing  was  t o ugh  
an d  en g ine  t r oub l e  wa s  co mm on  eve r ywhe re .  The  en g in e s  w e r e  
equ ipped  w i th  ex t r a  he a vy  gea r s  and  s h a f t i n g .  S t i l l ,  p l en ty  t r o ub l e s  
deve loped ;  open  gea r  r u nn ing  in  t he  dus t  soo n  g r ou nd  ou t  t h e  be s t  o f  
t hem.  

Ree ve s  Compan y  so lved  pa r t  o f  t he  t r oub l e  enc l o s in g  t he  bul l  g ea r s  
and  p in ions ,  an d  r an  t h em in  o i l ,  bu t  t h ey ,  t oo ,  ha d  c ran ks haf t  tr oub l e .  
N ea r ly  a l l  do ub l e  c y l i nde r  e ng ines  b roke  t he i r  c ranks ha f t .  

Gaa r  Sco tt  bu i l t  an  ex t r a  b ea r i ng  on  t h e  ou t s i de  o f  t he  c r anksha f t  
p in i on .  Rume ly  an d  Amer i canab l e  Cros s  Compo und  us ed  a  c ra n k  d i sk  
fo r  on e  cy l i nde r ,  oppos i t e  t he  f l ywhee l .  

The  mos t  pop u l a r  e ng in e s  i n  t h e  M idwe s t  w e re :  Case ,  Ad vanc e ,  
Gaa r  S co t t ,  Min nea po l i s ,  N ico l s  &  Shepa r d ,  R u mely ,  No r th  Wes t  Ge is e r ,  
Hube r  and  B uf f alo  P i t t s .  A  f ew  othe r  mak es  a ls o  we r e  po pu la r ,  bu t  the se  
were  sma l l e r  eng i nes  so ld  mo s t l y  i n  t h e  ea s t e rn  s t a t e s .  Th es e  eng ine s  
named  above  w e r e  l a rge r  pe r  hor s ep ower ,  a nd  when  st r aw  was  u s e d  fo r  
fue l ,  t h e y  nee ded  a  l a rg e  f i re  b ox .  I n  t h re sh ing ,  s tr aw  was  u s ed  a s  fue l  
mos t l y  on  t h e  smal l e r  f arms ,  bu t  i n  Dak o t a  a n d  M on tana ,  l i gn i t e  co a l  
was  u sed  t o  a  g r eat  ext en t .  Ou t  Wes t ,  coa l  was  cheap ,  bu t  the y  u sed  a  
lo t  o f  i t .  By  1916 ,  a  g r eat e r  pa r t  o f  t h e  br eak in g  o f  p r a i r i e  was  ov e r ;  ga s  
t r a c to r s  b eg an  t o  appea r  i n  l a rge  numbe r s  and  t h e  s t e a m en g ine  so on  
s tood  by  t he  f e nce  l i ne s .  

Some  had  f a i r  l uck  w i t h  t h e  tr a c to r s ,  ot h e rs  did  no t .  So m e  own e r s  
s t e amed  up  t he  o ld  s t e ame r  a nd  t h r e shed  w i th  t hem aga i n ,  b u t  s t e am  
had  done  it s  j ob .  

I t  i s  c l a i med  t ha t  t he  s t ea m  e ng ine s  broke  80  pe r c en t  o f  t h e  v i rgin  
so i l  i n  t h e  Dako t a s  and  Mon tana .  I t  u s ed  to  be  a  s i ght  t o  beh o ld  — a  l arge  
s t e amer  and  so me  12  t o  14  b r e a ke r s  be h ind  t u rn ing  t h e  sod  a s  i f  i t  w as  
hand  l a i d .  

Th e  t h r e sh ing  l a s t ed  l onge r  w ith  st e am powe r ,  be f o r e  c onv e r t i ng  t o  
t r ac t o r s  and  com bin es .  La rge  g r a in  s e pa ra to r s  w e re  bu i l t  60 -64 ,  an d  
s ome  up  t o  4 4 -7 2  on  spe c i a l  o rde r .  Th r e s h ing  was  a  b ig  ord e r  and  i t  was  
d o n e  in  a  b ig  way .  La rge  r i g s  wou l d  use  up  t o  14  bu nd l e  te ams  pl u s  e xt r a  
p i t che r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Fou r  m en  wou ld  un lo ad  t he  l o ad s  a nd  maybe  an  
ex t r a  man  t o  c l ean  up  a r ou nd  t he  f eede r .  I t  was  not  uncomm on  fo r  t h es e  
r ig s  t o  c l e a r  o f f  16 0  ac r e s  o f  shocks  a  day .  In  M inne so t a ,  a  l a r ge  pa r t  o f  
t he  g r a in  w as  st a c ked  and  t h r e shed  l a t e r  i r >  t h e  f a l l .  So m e  r i g s  cou l d  
have  up  t o  3 0  days  s t a ck  t h re sh ing  a ft e r  t hey  had  f i n i sh ed  a  rou t e  o r  two  
of  shocks .  M os t  o f  t he  s epa ra to r s  were  eq u i p p e d  wi t h  win g  ca rr i e r s  t ha t  
s aved  two  me n  in  s t a ck  t h r e sh ing ,  and  m ad e  i t  ea s i e r  o n  t h e  ot he r  fou r  



men  on  t h e  s t a ck .  Th resh ing  s t a c ks  wo u l d  beg in  a s  ea r l y  a s  6 :00  a .m .  
and  con t inue  un t i l  d a r k .  I f  t he  t hr e she r  had  a  l a rg e  run  ahea d ,  he  wou l d  
pus h  i t  t o  t h e  l imi t  t o  m ake  su re  h e  co u ld  f i n i sh  t h e  run .  In  t h e  ea r l y  
da ys ,  som e  st ac ks  wou ld  s t and  ov e r  w i n t e r  and  we re  t h r e shed  in  t h e  
sp r i n g .  The  s t a cks  were  mos t l y  s et  i n  f o u r  t o  a  s e t t i ng ;  s t a ck  s i z e  cou ld  
be  f rom 4  loads  t o  10  load s ,  d epend i ng  where  the y  we r e  s t acked .  I f  i n  a  
f a rm  yard ,  t he  f a r mer s  wou ld  hau l  i n  as  man y  loa ds  as  pos s ib l e  t o  get  a  
g o o d  s t r aw  s t a ck ,  o r  ma ybe  c ove r  a  st r aw  shed  fo r  h i s  ca t t l e  and  hogs .  
H or se s  wou l d  l i v e  i n  t h e  s tr aw  p i l e  a l l  w in t e r .  Oa t s  s tr aw  was  good  for  
f e ed  and  may be  a  f ew  oat s  ke rn e l s  were  i n  t he  s t raw  to o .  Thre sh ing  was  
pu she d  and  a  good  r i g  c ou l d  th r e sh  f rom 16 - 20  s t ack s  a  day ,  dep en d in g  
o n  t he  s i z e  o f  t h e  s t a cks .  

I t  was  q ui t e  imp or t an t  t o  h i r e  a  go od  c rew  tha t  wo u l d  work .  T he y  
w e r e  pa id  by  t he  hou r  nea r l y  a lw ays .  A  go od  m any  o f  t h e s e  me n  
depend ed  on  t he  pay  they  re c e ived  t hr e sh ing  t o  ca r ry  them th ro ugh  t h e  
w i n t e r  mon th s .  

Co l l e c t i ng  t h e  th r esh ing  b i l l s  w as  ano the r  i t em .  A lm os t  eve r yo ne  
pa id  h i s  b i l l ,  bu t  so m e  neve r  i nt ended  t o.  As  t o  l u mber  s a wi ng ,  a  l a rge  
amou n t  o f  l umbe r  was  s a we d  f rom t imb e r  cu t  on  su r rou nd ing  f a rm s .  
Fa rmer s  wou ld  cu t  t he  logs  and  hau l  t hem to  t he  mi l l  i n  t h e  w in t e r ,  as  
t h e  load ing  on  a  s l e d  was  m uch  ea s i e r  than  on  a  wago n .  Som e  o f  t h e  
l o g s  w er e  so  l a rg e  one  cove red  t h e  bunks  on  the  s l e i gh .  The  s aw  mi l l  h ad  
t o p  s a ws  t o  be  abl e  t o  cut  t h rou gh  the se  mo n s t e r s ,  bu t  home  sawed  lum ­
be r  was  ve ry  i mp or t an t  t o  t h e se  peop l e ,  a s  t hey  ne ed ed  bu i l d ing  o f  
eve ry  k ind .  T hes e  peop l e  cou l d  t e ach  u s  a  ve r y  go od  l e s son  o n  be ing  
con se rva t i ve  and  ge t  al ong  on  a  l i t t l e  l e s s .  I n  t h e  t o wns  they  could  hav e  
a  mi l l  an d  a  s t a t i ona r y  s t e a m  eng ine  fo r  pow e r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  t im be r  
co un t ry ,  t hey  ha d  so m e  o f  t he  l a r g e s t  m i l l s  i n  t h e  w or ld .  T hey  wou ld  
g r i nd  u p  t he  s l ab  f ro m t he  l ogs  and  would  fi r e  t he  bo i l e r s  w i th  i t .  Th e r e  
was  no  coal  p i le  i n  s i g h t  a t  t h e se  p l ace s ,  n o  dou b t  t h e  f i r e  ma n  ha d  t o  
k n o w wha t  he  was  doing  t o  keep  up  st ea m .  So  i t  wa s  i n  y es t e r  yea r s :  t he  
l i f e  was  ha rd  bu t  i nt e r e s t i ng .  I n  t hose  days ,  i f  a  l it t l e  b oy  could  s i t  o n  t h e  
t oo l  b o x  o n  a  s t e am en g ihe  t h re sh ing ,  he  cou ld  no t  wi sh  fo r  any  othe r  
t h ing  t o  s a t i s f y  h im.  

I  h e s e  w e r e  t h e  days  ne igh bo r s  w e r e  ne ighbo r s  an d  f r i e nds  wer e  
f r i ends ,  w i l l i ng  t o  help  e ach  othe r ,  no t  expe c t i ng  pay ;  i t  w as  a  p r i v i l ege .  



Steam engines in the parade at the show. Each afternoon a 
parade is staged. 

MADISON SILOS 
America's Number One Concrete Silo 

See your local Dealer for Free Estimates 

DAVE C. HANSON — Elbow Lake 

WAL TER GOEIJEL — Wadena 

RAYMOND WAGNER - Brandon 

Phone 218-685-4185 

Phone 218-631-1338 

Phone 612-876-2382 



Shown a t  Fe rgus  Fa l l s  Ce n ten n ia l  pa rade  Ju ly  1 ,  1972 ,  i s  N icho l s  & 
Shepard  25  H.P .  s t eam eng ine .  On  the  eng ine  a re  George  Melby ,  Ive r  

F tanson  and  Ol in  Thompson .  

Dalton 
Cafe 

MEALS ANI) LUNCHES 

HOME MADE PASTRIES 

STEAKS —CHOPS 

CHICKEN 

POOL 

Vernon and Leona Hames 

PHONE 589-8820 
DALTON, MN. 



American LaFrance, the old 1915 fire truck at the Centennial parade, 
Fergus Falls, Minn., July 1,1972. 

Horse-drawn fire engine, 1882 Silsbey, in the Centennial parade. It is 
owned by the city of Fergus Falls. 

ELBOW LAKE CO-OP GRAIN CO. 

COMPLETE AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
Feed — Seed — Fertilizer 

"Our Profits are your Dividends" 

ED BEYER. Mgr. 



Ted Delzer & Son 

Excavators 

Basements - Sewers - Tiling 

Water Mains Graveling 

Da Iton, Mn. 56324 Phone 589-8755 






