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Dedication 
To the  founders  o f  th i s  Assoc ia t ion  — Mr .  George  Melby ,  Mr .  Ra lph  

Melby  and  Mr .  Kenne th  Bra tvo ld ,  whose  fo res igh t  in  1954  became  a  
rea l i ty  by  th resh ing  a  se t  o f  g ra in  s t acks  on  George ' s  f a rm.  Th i s  has  
g rown to  wha t  i s  now know as  the  Lake  Reg ion  Threshe rman ' s  
Assoc ia t ion .  

To  these  men  whose  d ream has  b rough t  back  the  fo rgo t t en  sounds  
o f  t he  s t eam days ,  t he  sh r i l l  sound  o f  t he  whis t l e ,  t he  humming  cy l inde r  
o f  t he  sepa ra to r ,  t he  s ing ing  o f  t he  saw mi l l ,  t he  puf f ing  o f  t he  eng ine  on  
the  p low.  

To  these  l eade r s  who  have  g iven  many  yea r s  o f  se rv ice  and  sha r ing  
the i r  God  g iven  t a l en t s  t o  b r ing  th i s  wonder fu l  f e l lowsh ip  and  Chr i s t i an  
love  to  the  communi ty .  

To  these  men  we  ded ica te  th i s  book ,  ou r  S ix th  Ed i t ion  o f  t he  20 th  
yea r ,  n ine teen  hundred  and  seven ty - th ree .  

Ohfsicm 
David  C .  Hansen ,  P res iden t  
Mi l ton  Mar t inson ,  Vice  Pres iden t  
John  Ha lvorson ,  Sec re ta ry  
Ra lph  Ri sb rud t ,  T reasure r  

Beok Cmmiiim 
Chai rman  Ra lph  Melby  

Ra lph  Ri sb rud t ,  F r .  Wey ,  Mrs .  LaVern  S imdorn  and  Mrs .  John  Ringdah l .  



Ralph Melby 
Dalton, Minn. 

Ralph Melby, a charter member of 
the Ass'n., has served on the board of 
directors from the beginning. He has 
six steam engines, a grain separator, 
ten bottom plow and other items at 

the show. 

Tlte Hbtoxy c| ike 
JCake Region V'mum IbmUmm't Am'h. 

In  t he  ea r ly  pa r t  o f  1954 ,  my  b ro the r  George  came  to  the  house  and  
had  the  I ron-mens  Album in  h i s  hand .  He  showed  me  the  p ic tu res  o f  
va r ious  shows  and  s t eam eng ines  in  i t .  Th i s  was  in te res t ing  to  us  a s  we  
bo th  had  been  us ing  s t eam eng ines  fo r  th resh ing  and  lumber  sawing .  
Tha t  summer  we  dec ided  to  do  a  l i t t l e  t h resh ing  jus t  fo r  fun ,  a s  George  
was  fa rming  and  wan ted  to  s t ack  h i s  g ra in .  

Kenne th  Bra tvo ld ,  ou r  nephew,  bough t  a  75  Case ,  so  we  had  th ree  
eng ines  bu t  needed  a  g ra in  sepa ra to r .  Edwin  Sa th re  o f  Underwood ,  Mn.  
had  a  comple te  Minneapo l i s  r ig  s i t t i ng  in  h i s  ya rd  fo r  seve ra l  yea r s .  We  
bough t  the  mach ine  wi th  d r ive  be l t  so  we  were  now ready  fo r  bus iness .  
George  s t acked  some  of  h i s  g ra in ,  s ix  s t acks .  On  an  a f t e rnoon  in  t he  
ea r ly  pa r t  o f  Oc tober  we  s t aged  our  f i r s t  t h resh ing  bee .  The  food  was  
se rved  by  the  ne ighbor ing  church  Lad ies  Aid ,  by  even ing  we  f in i shed  the  
s t acks  and  had  pu l l ed  the  r ig  in to  the  g rove  on  the  fa rm.  Abou t  500  
peop le  came  to  v iew the  o ld  t ime  th resh ing  and  many  he lped  to  p i t ch  
bund les .  Everybody  was  g lad  to  have  seen  th i s  even t  and  hoped  tha t  i t  
wou ld  be  s t aged  aga in  the  fo l lowing  yea r .  

The  nex t  season  we  bough t  a  10  bo t tom p low f rom Mer le  Jones  o f  
L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  Mn .  I t  was  a s sumed  tha t  mos t  peop le  in  t h i s  a rea  had  no t  
seen  a  s t eam eng ine  pu l l ing  a  p low.  We  bough t  a  25  H.P .  Advance  
Rumely  s t eam eng ine  f rom John  F loom of  Henn ing ,  Mn. ,  ano the r  Wood  
Bros .  25  H.P .  eng ine  f rom Mere l  Jones .  We  now had  f ive  s t eam eng ines ,  
a  sepa ra to r  and  a  p low.  A  25  H.P .  Gaar  Sco t t  was  bough t  a t  Cass  Lake ,  
Mn.  ano the r  25  H.P .  Nicho l s  and  Shepard  was  purchased .  



We bui l t  a  smal l  bu i ld ing  f rom which  to  se rve  lunches  to  eve r  
inc reas ing  yea r ly  c rowds .  We  s taged  the  show fo r  th ree  yea r s  on  
George ' s  f a rm,  bu t  we  knew tha t  in  t ime  we  needed  more  room and  
bu i ld ings  fo r  t he  eng ines ,  gas  eng ines  and  sepa ra to r .  Af te r  t he  th i rd  
show we  made  a  dea l  wi th  the  Da l ton  Communi ty  Club .  They  would  
sponsor  the  show rece iv ing  pa r t  o f  t he  ne t  p roceeds  fo r  the i r  e f fo r t s .  Jus t  
be fo re  show t ime  we  hau led  a l l  t he  eng ines ,  s epa ra to r  and  wha t  no t s  
and  wi th  the  he lp  o f  t he  Communi ty  Club  which  had  cu t  and  s t acked  
g ra in  we  pu t  on  one  more  show nor th  o f  Da l ton  on  the  Sageng  fa rm.  
More  eng ines  were  bough t  the  second  yea r  and  we  s t aged  the  show on  
the  eas t  s ide  o f  Da l ton  on  the  Sageng  fa rm.  

At  t he  end  of  f ive  yea r s  we  had  accumula ted  12  s t eam eng ines ,  a  
f ew t rac to r s  and  gas  eng ines .  We  though t  we  had  come  to  the  end  of  ou r  
expans ion .  New members  wan ted  to  be  a  pa r t  o f  t he  show,  they  too  
bough t  some  equ ipment ,  we  now fe l t  we  needed  more  room than  the  
f i e lds  we  had  been  us ing .  We  con tac ted  Sanford  Skrove  to  pu t  t he  show 
on  h i s  40  ac res  where  the  bu i ld ings  a re  now loca ted ,  he  ag reed  and  we  
leased  l and  f rom h im.  Need  fo r  a  bu i ld ing  was  g rea t  and  a  42  x  108  po le  
bu i ld ing  was  e rec ted ,  f igu r ing  th i s  wou ld  t ake  ca re  o f  ou r  needs  fo r  t he  
fo reseeab le  fu tu re .  On ly  two  yea r s  l a t e r  we  bu i l t  ano the r  36  x  60  
bu i ld ing ,  a  f ew yea r s  l a t e r  more  s to rage  room was  needed  and  we  
purchased  a  40  x  100  s t ee l  bu i ld ing .  We  now had  th ree  bu i ld ings  and  
were  runn ing  ou t  o f  room.  The  Club  had  g rown to  hav ing  32  s t eam 
eng ines ,  many  gas  t r ac to r s ,  dozens  and  dozens  o f  gas  eng ines ,  two  ru ra l  
s choo l  houses .  These  were  g iven  to  the  Ass 'n .  t o  p rese rve  the  p ionee r  
schoo l  fo r  fu tu re  genera t ions  to  see  and  en joy .  One  i s  s e t  up  as  i t  was  
used  in  t he  p ionee r  days ,  desks  and  a l l .  The  o the r  houses  an t iques  o f  a l l  
k inds .  The  Grea t  Nor the rn  Depo t  used  he re  a t  Da l ton  was  moved  to  the  
g rounds  in  1972  and  wi l l  be  se t  up  as  a  regu la r  Depo t .  Ex tens ions  on  two  
of  t he  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ings  have  been  bu i l t ,  s t i l l  we  a re  shor t  o f  room.  

S ta t iona ry  S team eng ines  have  been  dona ted  to  the  Ass 'n  by  the  
Fergus  Da i ry ,  Fe rgus  Fa l l s ,  Mn . ,  Browerv i l l e  Da i ry ,  Browerv i l l e ,  Mn. ,  
Coka to  Cann ing  Co . ,  Coka to ,  Mn. ,  p lus  many  more .  Th i s  yea r  we  a re  
bu i ld ing  a  l a rge  po le  type  s t ruc tu re  which  wi l l  be  used  as  an  Agr icu l tu ra l  
Museum to  p rese rve  the  pas t  fo r  fu tu re  genera t ions ,  wh ich  we  be l i eve  to  
be  wor th  the  p r i ce  and  e f fo r t  pu t  fo r th  to  deve lop  th i s  c lub .  

The  c lub  has  40  o r  more  gas  t r ac to r s ,  many ,  many  gas  eng ines ,  a  
smal l  l ocomot ive ,  va r ious  k inds  o f  f a rm equ ipment ,  power  wind  mi l l ,  
s aw mi l l ,  and  much  more .  We  hope  to  con t inue  to  make  th i s  show,  a s  in  
t he  pas t ,  i n t e res t ing  fo r  one  and  a l l ,  men ,  women  and  ch i ld ren ,  a l l  t h i s  
fo r  a  fa i r  admiss ion .  Al l  t h i s  i s  done  wi thou t  any  of  t he  members  o f  t he  
c lub  rece iv ing  a  s ing le  penny  fo r  h i s  o r  he r  se rv ices .  We  a re  more  than  
happy  to  have  the  fans  come  and  en joy  themse lves .  

Ra lph  Melby  



George Melby 
Ashby, Minn. 

George is one of the charter members 
of Lake Region Pioneer Thresher-
men's Ass'n. He served on the board 
of directors for many years. He was 
replaced on the board a few years 
ago. This was his wish, but he has 
been on the planning committee and 
other committees and still does his 
best to help the club. He owns 3 
steam engines shown at the show. 

Kenneth Bratvold 
Ashby, Minn. 

Kenneth Bratvold, a charter member 
of the club, has served on the board 
of directors for many years. He 
operates the saw mill during the 
show and has three steam engines 
plus the saw mill and other items at 

the show. 

Wetowm 
The  Lake  Reg ion  P ionee r  Threshe rmen ' s  Assoc ia t ion  we lcomes  you  

to  our  20 th  Annua l  Show.  We hope  eve ryone  wi l l  t ake  t ime  to  look  a t  a l l  
t he  exh ib i t s .  We  t ry  t o  make  i t  more  in te res t ing  each  yea r .  We  have  
added  an  86  x  120  bu i ld ing ,  new to i l e t  f ac i l i t i e s ,  s t eam ro l l e r ,  two  o ld  
s t eam eng ines ,  a  Wes t inghouse  and  a  wooden  whee l  Aul tman  Tay lo r  
s t eam eng ines .  



Read a  s tory  of  a  fa rmer  tha t  had  12  ch i ldren  dur ing  the  depress ion  
years .  These  ch i ldren  had  to  p ick  c ranber r ies  and  s t rawberr ies  and  were  
pa id  by  the  quar t ,  in  a  ten  hour  day  they  made  35c  but  i f  they  had  
been  pa id  by  the  day  they  would  have  ea ten  the  ber r ies  and  gone  
swimming in  a  nearby  c reek .  I f  a l l  members  and  non-members  tha t  have  
dona ted  the i r  t ime  were  to  have  been  pa id  by  the  hour ,  no  monies  
would  be  ava i lab le  for  the  buid ings ,  e tc .  

We thank  each  one  for  coming  to  the  show.  

David  C.  Hansen ,  Pres ident  

We,  the  s tockholders  and  members  of  the  Lake  Region  P ioneer  
Threshermen ' s  Ass 'n .  wish  to  thank  a l l  those  who make  our  annual  
reunion  a  success .  Our  Ass 'n .  has  grown to  the  poin t  to  where  i t  t akes  
people  of  many d i f fe ren t  t a len ts  to  make  i t  go .  No longer  i s  i t  jus t  the  
engineer  wi th  the  s team cyl inder  o i l  and  coa l  dus t  on  h is  c lo thes  tha t  
makes  the  show.  We now need  and  have  people  capable  of  handl ing  the  
many d i f fe ren t  face ts  tha t  go  to  make  a  success fu l  show.  Al l  these  we  
thank .  

We wish  to  thank  the  loca l  newspapers ,  and  rad io  and  T.V.  s ta t ions  
for  the  coverage  we  rece ive .  We wish  to  thank  a l so  the  Dal ton  
Communi ty  Club  for  be ing  our  sponsors  aga in  th i s  year .  And of  course ,  
thanks  to  the  people  tha t  have  the  equipment  a t  the  show and  to  those  
tha t  have  dona ted  equipment  to  the  Ass 'n .  

This ,  our  20 th  Anniversary  book ,  i s  a  Memor ia l  and  a  Tr ibu te  to  
those  who s ta r ted  th i s  ep isode  of  h i s tory  in  our  a rea .  A Memor ia l  to  
those  who have  le f t  us  and  a  Tr ibu te  to  those  s t i l l  push ing  ahead  wi th  
the  dream tha t  s ta r ted  20  years  ago  on  George  Melby ' s  fa rm in  S t .  Olaf  
Twp.  

To  a l l  these  people  we  g ive  our  gra te fu l  thanks  and  apprec ia t ion .  

John  Halvorson ,  Secre ta ry  



L A K E  R E G I O N  P I O N E E R  T H R E S H E R M E N ' S  A S S ' N  S T O C K H O L D E R S  

Kenne th  Bra tvo ld  Ne l s  Fos sa n  
Geo rge  Me lby  R a lph  Me lby  
G i lbe r t  K i rke by  Ches t e r  B o thun  
Hen ry  Johnson  P e t e r  B i t z en  
Da l e  Ake rm an  G lenn  R i sb rud t  
Ra lph  R i sb rud t  He rb  R i sb rud t  
T rumen  R i sb rud t  W ay ne  R i sb rud t  
Ches t e r  R i sb rud t  G len  Me lby  
Dav id  Han sen  Alv in  Young  
A lbe r t  Be rg  R us s  Ma tch in sky  
C l i f fo rd  O l s on  D ick  L indqu i s t  
O z z i e  S t epan  J im  Ma th i e so n  
Hen ry  Fen n e r  M i l t on  Ma r t i n s on  
Ca r l  Ev avo ld  K enne th  Borg  
A l l an  Borg  Ive r  Hanson  
Lave rn  Thompson  Ha lvo r  Be rge  
Dav id  Sch ro ed e r  John  Ha lvo r son  
Mrs .  Eve lyn  Rens t rom Ernes t  Me lby  
Mrs .  K a t h l een  Me lby  M rs .  Marga re t  Hanson  
l o l ene  Me lby  Dav id  A ke r ma n  
L u th e r  Me lby  Mrs .  Sh i r l ey  End r i s s  
Dav id  Me lby  Lau ra l  Me lby  
J ames  Me lby  R a y  Be rge  
Pau l  Me lby  F rank l i n  Me lby  
R icha rd  Ake rman  Lav e rn  S imdorn  
H e n ry  Sk in rud  J im  Wi t he r s  
Roge r  H o lo  Bob  Lange  
Augus t  Ande r son  Hen ry  Lebakken  
Michae l  N o h re  Orv i l l e  Nohre  
S t eve  An de r son  Cha r l e s  Loken  
A l v i n  O l son  Me lv in  Sa lvevo ld  
O la f  G i lbe r t son  E l swor th  G r a hn  
D ick  F ihn  Ju l i an  Krage rud  
H a ro ld  Hanson  A r t  Ne l s on  
Rueben  J e nse n  Mar t i n  Nes s  
O l in  Thompson ,  decea sed  Ray  K .  E r i ckson  
D ick  T row Dick  Tamke  
Ea r l  Ne l son  Wi l l i a m  J .  Wey  
B a r r y  Ne l son  Les  Coope r  
Arv id  Mugaas  Ro d  McKeag  
Jo hn  Ca r men  Mik e  Me lby  
L ore l i  J o  F inn  C l a r en ce  Mar t i n son  
La r ry  Mar t i n son  S t an l ey  Miku l e c ky  
Thom as  H je l l e  Mrs .  M .  Mar t i n son  
Dona ld  Mar t i n son  Roge r  Mar t i n son  
Nancy  Mar t i n son  S usan  Mar t i n son  
Mrs .  Jone t t e  Mar t i n son  Te r ry  E nd r i s s  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 
David Hansen 

Elbow Lake, Minn. 

Vice President 
Milton Martinson 

Ashby, Minn. 

Secretary 
John Halvorson 
Dalton, Minn. 

Treasurer 
Ralph Risbrudt 
Dalton, Minn. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Glenn Risbrudt 
Dalton, Minn. 

Dale Akerman 
Ashby, Minn. 

Iver Hanson 
Ashby, Minn. 

Ralph Melby 
Dalton, Minn. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Harold Hansen 
Graceville, Minn. 

We hope  you  wi l l  en joy  th i s  book  on  our  20 th  yea r  o f  b r ing ing  you  
back  to  the  way  tha t  f a rm work  was  done  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  t he  power  
age .  

One  of  t he  ways  was  pe r fo rmed  by  the  gaso l ine  eng ine ,  an  eng ine  
hav ing  on ly  one  cy l inde r  and  2  l a rge  f lywhee l s ,  and  were  o f  a  s imple  
des ign  o r  a t  l eas t  mos t  o f  t hem were .  

Of  the  more  than  1400  d i f f e ren t  names  tha t  were  o f fe red  fo r  sa l e ,  
you  wi l l  s ee  a  ve ry  f ew le f t  i n  ex i s t ance  a t  th i s  o r  any  show.  

They  were  used  on  fa rms ,  mi l l s ,  shops  and  lumber  camps  a t  one  
t ime  o r  ano the r ,  a l l  ove r  the  wor ld .  There  a re  s t i l l  a  f ew in  use  today  and  
a re  a s  fa i th fu l  a s  the  day  they  were  bough t .  At  t he  t ime  of  the i r  
manufac tu re ,  a l l  Compan ies  adver t i sed  why  the i r  eng ine  was  the  bes t  
o f fe r ing  t e s t imonia l s  f rom presen t  owners ,  gua ran tees  fo r  l i f e  ( l i f e  o f  t he  
owner ,  no t  t he  eng ine )  and  g iv ing  se rv ice  tha t  many  t imes  would  f ind  a  
fac to ry  man  spend ing  seve ra l  days  mak ing  su re  tha t  t he  eng ine  h i s  
company  so ld  was  do ing  wha t  i t  was  dec la red  to  do .  

Yes ,  i f  you  s top  to  th ink  o f  t he  many  ga l lons  o f  wa te r  pumped ,  feed  
g round ,  wood  sawed ,  g ra in  e l eva ted ,  jus t  t o  men t ion  a  f ew of  t he  many  
t a sks  pe r fo rmed  by  the  many  thousands  o f  eng ines  o f  long  ago ,  you  wi l l  
ag ree  wi th  me  tha t  they  were  qu i t e  a  mach ine  a t  tha t .  Oh  yes ,  I 'm  su re  
tha t  Granddad  used  to  ge t  p re t ty  up  in  t he  a i r  when  tha t  "go l  da rn  
in fe rna l  t h ing"  re fused  to  s t a r t  and  do  h i s  work ,  bu t  we  have  the  same  
prob lems  today ,  so  a l l  i n  a l l  t he  gaso l ine  eng ine  d id  p lay  an  impor tan t  
ro le  in  t he  g rowth  o f  ag r i cu l tu re  and  tha t  i s  why  you  wi l l  f ind  them here .  

Haro ld  Hansen  
Gracev i l l e ,  Minn .  



9K HELMPED 
My Dad  and  Unc le  Ted  owned  a  s t eam r ig ,  a  35  h  p .  Advance  

compound  wi th  a  Minneapo l i s  mach ine .  The  on ly  th ing  I r emember  
abou t  th i s  r ig  a s  I was  jus t  a  smal l  boy  a t  t he  t ime ,  i s  t he  r ig  coming  th ru  
the  ga te  by  the  ba rn  and  can  remember  on ly  the  revo lv ing  ba l l s  o f  t he  
governor .  In  t he  l a t e  twen t i e s  and  ea r ly  th i r t i e s  ou r  ne ighbor  owned  a  
saw mi l l  powered  by  a  Minneapo l i s  eng ine .  I t  was  se t  up  jus t  V* o f  a  mi le  
no r th  o f  ou r  home  p lace  in  S t .  O la f  townsh ip .  Of  course  I wen t  the re  
seve ra l  t imes  to  see  i t  i n  ope ra t ion .  La te r  on ,  George  Melby ,  Ne l s  Fossan  
and  Kenne th  Bra tvo ld  had  a  saw mi l l  a  coup le  o f  mi le s  sou th ,  nor th  s ide  
o f  Lake  Sewel l .  I  a l so  saw them saw a  few t imes .  

The  above  i s  abou t  the  on ly  reco l l ec t ion  I h ave  o f  s t eam eng ines ,  
excep t  I u sed  to  hea r  the  morn ing  and  even ing  whis t l e  o f  s t eam r igs  a  
l i t t l e  fu r the r  away .  In  1955  I h ea rd  the  Melby  Bros . ,  George  and  Ra lph ,  
were  to  have  a  smal l  t h resh ing  bee  a t  George ' s  f a rm,  d id  go  ou t  and  see  
the  f i r s t  t h resh ing  bee  tha t  l aunched  the  s t a r t  o f  wha t  now i s  known as  
the  Lake  Reg ion  P ionee r  Threshe rmen ' s  Ass 'n .  

I  d id  no t  pe r sona l ly  become  invo lved  un t i l  t hey  moved  in to  Da l ton  
in  1958 .  I was  ac t ive  in  t he  Communi ty  C lub  which  sponsored  the  show.  
The  f i r s t  one  was  he ld  jus t  no r th  o f  town  on  the  Sageng  fa rm.  We cu t  
and  shocked  the  g ra in  and  s t acked  i t .  Came  the  day  of  t he  show,  we  had  
no t  fo reseen  the  l a rge  c rowd tha t  d id  come  to  see  the  pas t  in  ac t ion .  
To i l e t  f ac i l i t i e s  were  no t  though t  o f  and  i t  was  n ice  to  have  and  use  the  
co rn  f i e ld  tha t  was  wi th in  wa lk ing  d i s t ance .  I t  was  wa te red  and  even  
fe r t i l i zed  tha t  day .  

Each  succeed ing  yea r  the  c lub  g rew,  more  members  came  in  wi th  
more  an t iques ,  gas  eng ines ,  gas  t r ac to r s ,  more  s t eam eng ines .  In  1958  
my  b ro the r  Glenn  and  I h ad  a  chance  to  buy  an  o ld  Minneso ta  Gian t  
s t eam eng ine ,  14  h  p . ,  f rom a  road  con t rac to r ,  Mr .  Sankey  o f  Midd le  
Rive r .  Th i s  o ld  eng ine ,  bu i l t  abou t  the  yea r  1883  had  been  used  fo r  
lumber  sawing  in  t ha t  v ic in i ty ,  however  i t  had  s tood  in  a  swamp long  
enough  so  tha t  sma l l  t r ees  were  g rowing  a round  i t .  I t  was  pu l l ed  ou t  by  a  
ca t  and  t rucked  down to  Da l ton  where  Glenn  and  I pu t  on  a  new 
p la t fo rm,  new wate r  t ank ,  coa l  bunker ,  new smoke  s t ack ,  we lded  
undernea th  the  bo i l e r  where  i t  was  p re t ty  th in ,  made  new r ings  fo r  t he  
cy l inde r ,  g round  down the  va lve  sea t  and  Ra lph  Melby  se t  t he  va lve  and  
we  had  the  o ldes t  eng ine  runn ing  a s  smooth  a s  a  c lock ,  i t  was  jus t  fun  to  
hea r  i t  run .  Shou ld  men t ion  tha t  we  ins ta l l ed  a  s t eam wate r  pump tha t  
made  i t  more  a t t r ac t ive  to  the  c rowd.  Two yea r s  ago  the  S ta te  Inspec to r  
came  ou t  wi th  a  s t r ingen t  l aw rega rd ing  the  t e s t ing  o f  s t eam eng ines ,  
consequen t ly  the  bo i l e r  on  the  Gian t  be ing  o f  l a rge  d iamete r  cou ld  no t  
pass  t he  t e s t ,  so  i t  had  to  be  se t  a s ide ,  co ld  tha t  i s .  Makes  one  sad  to  
rea l i ze  we  can  no t  have  the  p leasure  o f  s t eaming  th i s  o ld  eng ine  and  to  
hea r  i t  run  aga in .  



The  c lub  has  had  many  o ld  th reshe rmen  in  i t s  o rgan iza t ion  tha t  
have  gone  on :  Ted  Berke r  o f  Osak i s ,  Mn. ,  Ted  Lange  o f  Hec to r ,  Mn.  who  
by  the  way  made  one  of  t he  n ices t  Case  mode l s  tha t  we  have  seen ,  
Hja lmer  Gran t ,  Osak i s ,  Mn. ,  Ol in  Thompson ,  E lbow Lake ,  Mn. ,  George  
Jensen ,  Da l ton ,  Mn.  

As  sec re ta ry  and  t r easure r  fo r  many  yea r s ,  you  have  many  d i f fe ren t  
f ace t s  tha t  do  no t  appea r  on  the  su r face  in  o rde r  fo r  an  o rgan iza t ion  
such  as  th i s  t o  func t ion .  You  wr i t e  l e t t e r s ,  answer  many  o rde r ing  
supp l i e s ,  ca rds ,  bu t tons ,  r ibbons ,  pos te r s ,  adver t i ze ,  r ad io ,  paper s ,  
magaz ines ,  b i l l s  o f  a l l  k inds  t o  be  pa id ,  in su rance ,  e t c . ,  book  to  be  
p r in ted  eve ry  o the r  yea r  and  many  more  jobs  tha t  a re  done  each  yea r .  

Cred i t  shou ld  be  g iven  to  the  two  tha t  have  spen t  the  mos t  hours  in  
t he  Assoc ia t ion  and  two  of  t he  founders ,  namely  George  and  Ra lph  
Melby .  They  came  wi th  the  idea  and  have  ca r r i ed  i t  t h rough  rega rd less  
o f  t he  obs tac les ,  whe the r  t o  se t  a  va lve  on  an  eng ine  o r  any  o the r  
t roub les  the  o the r s  had  wi th  the i r  s t eam eng ine ,  they  had  the  answers .  
The  o rgan iza t ion  would  no t  be  wha t  i t  i s  t oday  had  i t  no t  been  fo r  t he  
Melby  Bro the r s .  

We  have  hopes  tha t  in  t he  nex t  f ew yea r s  we  wi l l  s ee  a  museum 
open  dur ing  the  summer ,  a  t r ack  wi l l  be  bu i l t  fo r  t he  smal l  s t eam 
locomot ive  and  tha t  t he  Ass 'n  can  have  an  a t t r ac t ion  tha t  wi l l  be  
appea l ing  to  the  pub l i c ,  t h i s  i s  ou r  goa l ,  we  have  had  a  cha l l enge  to  
p rese rve  the  pas t  in  ac t ion .  I hope  the  fu tu re  genera t ions  wi l l  apprec ia t e  
the  fo res igh t  o f  th i s  g roup  and  wi l l  t hank  us  fo r  i t .  

Ra lph  Ri sb rud t ,  D i rec to r  

A  few yea r s  ago ,  when  I was  abou t  16  yea r s  o ld  I  s aw my f i r s t  s t eam 
eng ine  in  ac t ion  he re  a t  Da l ton .  My dad ,  a  ne ighbor  and  myse l f  came  
down f rom our  f a rm by  Ot te r t a i l  t o  a  f i e ld  on  the  nor th  s ide  o f  Da l ton  to  
wa tch  these  mons te r s  in  ac t ion .  I wa lked  a round  tha t  a f t e rnoon  wi th  my  
mouth  open ,  pa r t i a l ly  because  I h ad  never  seen  any th ing  a s  b ig  moving  
a round  and  pa r t i a l ly  because  someone  was  se l l ing  the  bes t  t a s t ing  
wa te rmelon .  

The  nex t  t ime  I a t t ended  the  show was  in  1961 .  Th i s  t ime  i t  was  wi th  
the  g i r l  I was  th ink ing  o f  ge t t ing  mar r i ed  to .  She  took  me  up  and  
in t roduced  me  to  he r  f a the r ,  one  o f  t he  fe l lows  tha t  ac tua l ly  ope ra ted  
one  of  those  s t eam eng ines .  Tha t ' s  how I me t  Ra lph  Melby ,  now my 
fa the r - in - l aw,  and  go t  r ea l ly  invo lved  in  t he  Ass 'n .  

Now,  12  yea r s  l a t e r ,  a s  a  Board  member  and  Sec re ta ry  o f  t he  Ass 'n .  I  
r ea l i ze  tha t  ou r  show and  o the r s  l ike  i t  a r e  no t  jus t  pass ing  f ads .  There  i s  
a  rea l  i n t e res t  na t ion-wide  o r  shou ld  I s ay  con t inen t -wide  in  p rese rv ing  
the  e ra  o f  p ionee r  f a rming .  I  am proud  to  say  tha t  I t h ink  we  he re  a t  t he  
Lake  Reg ion  P ionee r  Threshe rmen ' s  Ass 'n .  a re  fo re runners  in  th i s  f i e ld .  

John  Ha lvorson  



I  h ave  been  on  the  board  o f  d i r ec to r s  fo r  seve ra l  yea r s  and  have  
been  in te res t ed  in  th resh ing  a l l  my  l i f e  a s  my  fa the r ,  Car l  Hanson ,  was  a  
th reshe rman  fo r  many  yea r s .  He  th reshed  nor th  o f  Ashby  be fo re  the  tu rn  
o f  t he  cen tu ry .  He  had  a  75  Case  eng ine  and  Hummingb i rd  -  Wood  
Bros ,  s epa ra to r .  So  I go t  f i r s t  hand  in fo rmat ion  abou t  th resh ing  f rom 
h im.  I r emember  dad  wen t  to  an  au t ion  and  bough t  gas  eng ines  and  I 
h ad  the  job  o f  box ing  them up  so  they  would  run  a s  we  g round  feed  and  
pumped  wa te r  wi th  gas  eng ines  in  t hose  days .  

S ince  those  days  I h ave  had  a  keen  in te res t  in  s t eam and  gas  
t r ac to r s  and  gas  eng ines  and  l ike  t o  work  wi th  th i s  mach ine ry  o f  t he  
Lake  Reg ion  P ionee r  Threshe rmen ' s  show.  

Comments  o f  Ive r  Hanson  
Ashby ,  Minn .  

Picture of our new museum, 86 x 120 ft., to be set up for an agriculture 
museum. This should make the show more interesting than ever. 
Antique cars, old farm equipment and household goods will be 

displayed for the spectators' enjoyment. 



2 inch Water Main installed at the show grounds. Wedum Supply Co., 
Alexandria, Minn, and Arlo O'Conner, Minneapolis, Minn, donated 
these Water Pipes free of charge. We thank these people for these 

generous gifts. 

Picture of Hydrant used in water supply at the Lake Region Pioneer 
Threshermen's Ass'n. show. Hydrants were donated by Woodford Mfg. 
Co., Des Moines, Iowa. We wish to thank this company for this generous 

gift. 



Tractor pulling 3 grain drills somewhere in Dakota. 



Man cultivating his garden using a goat to pull the cultivator. Don t 
think you could get his goat as long as he had some work to do. This 

picture was taken some years ago in Missouri. 

One Hart Parr and one large Oil Pull tractor at the show 1971. 



Rcmdd Token Fiwn Uanim Fifed and Reawk 

MOTOR CYCLE 

First motor cycie built in 1885 by Daemler of Germany. 

Indian motor cycle was designed by Oscar Hedstrom in 1901. In 
1902 the Hender Mfg. Co. of Springfield, Mass. produced the Indian 
motor cycle. 

Henderson four cylinder was built 1910. Many of these engines 
found their way into flying machines — Glenn Curtiss was the builder. 
In 1910 there were about 20,000 motor cycles built. Excelsior were built 
in these years. The Minneapolis motor cycle built some time before 
1910was built by F. W. Spacke Machine Shop, Indianapolis, Ind. Harley 
Davidson was one of the large builders of motor cycles, in 1913 they 
build one five horsepower costing $235.00. 

The Cleveland Motor cycle was built in 1915 — sold for $150.00 — 
had one cylinder 2 cycle 2Vi H.P. engine with 2 speed multidisc clutch. 

THE BICYCLE 

The first bicycle was invented in 1816 by Baton Von Drais in 
Germany having a frame copied liken to a horse it was called the hobby 
horse. 

The pedestrian curricle was introduced in England by Dennis 
Johnson in 1818, a similar velocipede was patented June 26, 1819 in 
U.S.A. 

The velocipede 1862 was patented by Pierre Lallement of Paris but 
was introduced into U.S.A. in 1866. 

The rubber tired high wheeled bicycle was introduced in 1878. The 
front wheel was 15 ft. around — over 3,000,000 of these bicycles were 
sold in the 1890's and on. 

The America High Wheeler was built by Grunley and Jeffries who 
made tires. This vehicle sold for about $150.00. 

The side by side tandem bicycle was built by Burnett Co., Buffalo, 
New York 1896 — sold for around $200.00. 



T H E  A U T O M O B I L E  

The  f i r s t  gaso l ine  buggy  was  inven ted  by  Char l i e  and  Frank  Duryea ,  
Spr ingf i e ld ,  Mass .  Was  bu i l t  f rom a  buggy  t aken  f rom a  s tock  o f  used  
bugg ies  owned  by  Smi th  Buggy  Shop .  Year  1892 .  

The  Mi lwaukee  S team Car r i age  was  bu i l t  in  1897 ,  one  o f  t he  ve ry  
f i r s t .  I t  deve loped  abou t  4  H.P .  

The  mobi l e  s t eamer  was  bu i l t  i n  1899 ,  t he  S tan ley  Bro the r s  bu i l t  
t he i r  f i r s t  p rac t i ca l  ca r  in  1898 .  

In  1906  a t  Aromond  Beach ,  F lo r ida ,  F red  Mar io t t  d rove  a  1600  
pound  S tan ley  s t eam ca r  ca r ry ing  1300  lb .  p ressu re  and  ob ta ined  a  
speed  o f  197  mi les  pe r  hour  — th i s  r ecord  s tood  ' t i l  1927 .  

S tan ley  was  the  mos t  success fu l  s t eam ca r .  The  l a s t  o f  t he  S tan ley  
Bro the r s  d i ed  in  1940 .  

Ransom El i  O lds ,  f a the r  o f  t he  au tomobi l e ,  made  smal l  s t eam 
eng ines  fo r  l igh t  work  in  f ac to r i e s ,  t hese  eng ines  used  gaso l ine  fo r  fue l .  
F rom 1886  on  R.  E .  O lds  bu i l t  abou t  3 ,000  eng ines .  In  1886  Olds  bu i l t  h i s  
f i r s t  ho r se les s  ca r r i age .  In  1890  they  bu i l t  ano the r  s t eam ca r r i age  tha t  
cou ld  do  t en  mi les  pe r  hour .  

C A R S  

In  1899  Henry  Ford ,  a  ch ie f  eng inee r  fo r  Ed i son  E lec .  Co . ,  De t ro i t ,  
Mich igan ,  had  bu i l t  s eve ra l  ca r s  he  c l a imed  were  success fu l ly  
ope ra ted .  

Ford  was  f inanced  by  seve ra l  p rominen t  men  in  De t ro i t ,  t hey  
p lanned  to  bu i ld  the  Ford  veh ic le .  Ch ie f  p romote r  o f  t he  idea  was  Frank  
Alde rman .  Ford  qu i t  h i s  job  a t  Ed i son  and  became  ch ie f  fo r  t he  De t ro i t  
Au tomobi le  Co .  In  1900 ,  $8600  had  been  spen t  and  the  f i r s t  De t ro i t  
made  ca r  was  ready  bu t  Eord  was  no t  sa t i s f i ed  wi th  the  ca r  and  he  was  
pa id  $1800  fo r  an  improved  mixer  and  the  Ford  name  d id  no t  appea r  on  
the  ca r .  The  name  was  changed  f rom Det ro i t  Au tomobi le  Company  to  
Cad i l l ac  Car  Company .  Mr .  Le land  became  pres iden t .  The  f i r s t  Cad i l l ac  
was  des igned  by  Ford .  In  1917 ,  Mr .  Le land  re s igned  f rom Cad i l l ac  Car  
Co .  t o  fo rm Linco ln  Motor  Car  Co .  In  1922 ,  Ford  took  over  L inco ln  
Motor  Car  Company .  Le land  l e f t  Ford  a  shor t  t ime  a f t e r  Ford  took  over  
L inco ln  bu t  Le land  used  the  name  of  L inco ln  because  he  cas t  h i s  f i r s t  
vo te  fo r  P res iden t  L inco ln .  



By 1902 ,  Ford  had  fa i l ed  two  t imes  in  manufac tu r ing  au tomobi l e s .  
Ford  had  in  mind  to  bu i ld  a  low pr i ce  ca r  tha t  the  common man  cou ld  
a f fo rd .  In  June  1903  Ford  o rgan ized  a  new company  ca l l ed  Ford  Motor  
Company  and  bu i l t  t he  Mode l  A  ca r .  Ford  was  the  Vice  Pres iden t  and  
ch ie f  eng inee r .  Ford  was  now 40  yea r s  o ld .  Ford  bu i l t  t he  Mode l  N  4  
cy l inde r  ca r  in  1906 ,  he  a l so  bu i l t  t he  Mode l  K ca r  6  cy l inde r  se l l ing  fo r  
$3000 .00 .  The  Mode l  K had  a  top  speed  o f  60  MPFI .  

The  Mode l  N was  a  success  and  Ford  bu i l t  2500  o f  them in  1906 .  

F len ry  Ford  d ied  in  1947 .  The  Mode l  T ' s  were  bu i l t  ' t i l  1928 .  Ford ' s  
b igges t  sa l e s  yea r  was  in  1923  when  he  so ld  2 ,055 ,309  ca r s .  

A lva ro  S .  Kro tz  was  one  of  14  men  mos t  r e spons ib le  fo r  t he  
au tomot ive  age .  He  had  over  100  pa ten t s  among  them des igned  the  f i r s t  
s to rage  ba t t e ry  fo r  Wi l l a rd  S to rage  Ba t t e ry  Co .  Pa ten ted  f i r s t  non-sk id  
t i r e s ;  des igned  and  bu i l t  Sea r s  Motor  Buggy  in  1906 .  Was  bu i l t  ' t i l  1912  
and  was  so ld  to  L inco ln  Motor  Co .  

A.  P .  Brush  bu i l t  Brush  au tomobi l e  1907 ,  i t  had  a  6  H.P .  eng ine  and  
so ld  fo r  a round  $500 .  In  1912  the  Brush  ca r  was  d i scon t inued .  Mr .  Brush  
he lped  des ign  the  one  cy l inde r  Cad i l l ac  Car .  

Wi l l i am Duran t  founded  the  Genera l  Motor  Company .  He  was  an  
ex-ca r r i age ,  ex -b icyc le  and  ex-wagon  maker .  He  backed  Dav id  Buick  in  
1905 .  Duran t  cap i t a l i zed  Buick  fo r  $10  mi l l ion .  Three  yea r s  l a t e r  he  
made  a  dea l  wi th  Ford  fo r  $8 ,000 ,000  bu t  a t  the  l a s t  minu te  Duran t ' s  
bankers  backed  away  f rom a  $2 ,000 ,000  down payment .  Duran t  se t t l ed  
ins t ead  in  1908  fo r  a  combine  tha t  inc luded  Buick ,  O ldsmobi l e ,  
Cad i l l ac ,  Nor thway  and  Oak land .  He  p icked  up  Oldsmobi l e  fo r  a  
f r ac t ion  o f  $4 ,000 ,000  tha t  R .  E .  O lds  tu rned  down th ree  yea r s  be fo re .  
Befo re  Olds  pu l l ed  away  f rom Oldsmobi l e  to  head  Reo  Corp .  he  named  
h i s  combine  the  Genera l  Motor  Corp .  In  1910  Genera l  Motor s  Corp .  so ld  
34  mi l l ion  do l l a r s  wor th  o f  au tomobi l e s .  Duran t ' s  expans ions  and  
merger s  r an  h im shor t  o f  cash .  The  bankers  moved  in  on  h im.  Duran t  
los t  con t ro l  o f  G .M.  He  then  founded  the  Chevro le t  in  1911 ,  a  p lan  to  
ga in  con t ro l  o f  Genera l  Motor s ,  he  cap i t a l i zed  on  the  name  of  t he  
famous  race  d r ive r  Lou i s  Chevro le t .  A  l i t t l e  ove r  a  yea r  Chevro le t  was  
va lued  a t  $94  mi l l ion .  Chevro le t  bu i l t  two  s i zes  o f  ca r s ,  t he  baby  g rand ,  
a  smal l  ca r  s imi la r  t o  the  Ford  Mode l  T .  Aga in  in  1918  Duran t  ga ined  
con t ro l  o f  Genera l  Motor s  and  added  Chevro le t  t o  the  corpora t ion .  He  
h i red  Wal te r  Chrys le r  t o  run  Buick .  He  then  took  over  De lco ,  Hya t t  
F i she r  body  and  Fr ig ida i re .  In  t he  1920 ' s  Duran t  wen t  ove rboard ,  t he  
company  los t  $42 ,000 ,000 .  Dupon t s  k icked  h im ou t  o f  t he  company .  
Four  months  l a t e r  Duran t  incorpora ted  Duran t  Company  fo r  $5 ,000 ,000  
and  bu i l t  t he  Duran t  au tomobi l e .  The  ca r  d id  no t  go  over  we l l  and  
Duran t  wen t  ou t  o f  t he  au tomobi l e  bus iness  and  los t  a l l  he  had .  He  
spen t  h i s  l a s t  yea r s  in  a  F l in t  ho te l  room and  in  1947  d ied  a t  the  age  o f  85  
yea r s .  Duran t  never  d rew a  cen t  in  sa l a ry  expenses  f rom Genera l  Motor s  
Corp .  



Cur ious  Chas .  Ke t t e r ing  se t  up  the  Day ton  eng inee r ing  l abora to r i e s  
ca l l ed  De lco  and  inven ted  the  f i r s t  s e l f  s t a r t  fo r  au tomobi l e s  and  bu i l t  
t he  "K.W."  ba t t e ry  ign i t ion ,  e l ec t r i c  f a rm l igh t ing ,  qu ick-d ry ing  pa in t ,  
ch rome  meta l ,  e thy l  gaso l ine ,  two-cyc le  d iese l  eng ines  fo r  locomot ives  
and  over  TOO o the r s .  Ke t t e r ing  d ied  in  1958 ,  age  82 .  

S tudebaker  Bros ,  o f  Sou th  Bend ,  Ind .  was  the  wor ld ' s  l a rges t  wagon  
manufac tu re r .  They  acqu i red  one  th i rd  in te res t  in  t he  Ever t t -Metze r -
F landers  Corp .  and  bu i l t  t he  E .M.F .  au tomobi l e .  In  1913  the  E .M.F .  ca r  
was  d i scon t inued .  S tudebaker  bu i l t  an  e lec t r i c  ca r  in  1897  and  the  f i r s t  
gaso l ine  ope ra ted  ca r  in  1904 .  In  1912  they  d i scon t inued  the  e lec t r i c  
ca r .  In  1910  a  smal l  ca r  ca l l ed  F landers  was  bu i l t .  In  1914  the  F landers  
mode l s  were  d ropped .  Two Mode l  S tudebaker  ca r s  were  on  the  marke t .  

The  Maxwel l  ca r  was  on  the  marke t  in  1904 .  I t  had  a  s t ee l  body  and  
was  bu i l t  ' t i l  1912 .  The  name  was  changed  to  Chrys le r  "58"  in  1926 .  In  
1929  the  name  was  changed  to  P lymouth .  

Horace  and  John  Dodge  go t  the i r  boos t  by  accep t ing  con t rac t  work  
f rom Ford .  They  bu i l t  Ford  eng ines  fo r  seve ra l  yea r s .  They  p laced  the i r  
f i r s t  Dodge  Bros ,  ca r  on  the  marke t  in  1914 .  The  1916  Dodge  ca r  so ld  fo r  
a round  $800 .00 .  In  1917  they  in t roduced  the i r  f i r s t  enc losed  ca r  se l l ing  
fo r  $1 ,185 .00 .  John  Dodge  d ied  in  1920 .  Less  t han  a  yea r  l a t e r  Horace  
d ied .  The  company  was  so ld  to  Di l lon  Read  the  same  yea r ,  l a t e r  t he  
company  was  acqu i red  by  Chrys le r  in  1928 .  

F rank l in  Brougham bu i l t  t he  Frank l in  a i r  coo led  ca r .  They  bu i l t  t he i r  
f i r s t  ca r  in  1902 .  F rank l in  was  the  l a s t  fu l l  s i zed  a i r  coo led  ca r  to  go  of f  
t he  marke t ;  t hey  d i scon t inued  p roduc t ion  in  1934 .  

Some  of  t he  men  who  bu i l t  t he  au tomobi l e  indus t ry :  

C .  E .  Wi l son  
Alexander  Win ton  
Fred  W.  Leder  
Wal te r  C .  Whi te  
S tudebaker  Bros .  
F rank  S tea rns  
John  M.  S tudebaker  
F .  O .  S tan ley  
Andrew L.  R icke r  
I .  W.  Packard  
Thomas  Je f f rey  
E lwood  Haynes  
Henry  Ford  
Edse l  Ford  
Char le s  Ke t t e r ing  

Eugene  Lewis  
Henry  Le land  
Howard  Marmon  
Char le s  Nash  
R.  E .  O lds  
Edgar  Apperson  
Herbe r t  Alden  
Dav id  Bu ick  
Ray  Chap in  
Wal te r  Chrys le r  
Lou i s  C la rk  
Chas .  C l i f ton  
Howard  Cof f in  
M.  E .  Coy le  
Wi l l i am Duran t  

Char l e s  King  
Lewis  Ki t t e rudge  
John  Maxwel l  
Char l e s  Duryea  
Herbe r t  F rank l in  





Old gas engines of all makes and horse power, ̂  Vi to 40 H.P., are on the 
grounds. 

Jim Withers and his son getting his gas engines going. Jim has some real 
good ones too. 



Stickney gas engine, very rare, only one of its kind, shown at Knute 
Thompson show, Cottonwood, Minn. 

16 H.P. Advance steam engine, new about 1905, was owned by the late 
Wm. Pennie, Villard, Minn. Was used for threshing, lumber sawing, silo 
filling and feed grinding. It was replaced in 1925 by a 20-35 Rumely 

tractor. 
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Threshing crew and rig, year 1920. These pictures were taken north of 
Brandon, Minn. Gaar Scott engine and Minneapolis separator. Julius 
Nelson, Fergus Falls, Minn, standing on the tool box was the engineer. 
Joseph Melby, separator tender, leaning against the tool box. Ralph 
Melby, fireman, under the feeder. We threshed over 50 days that year 
and ended up in November. We laid up a week in the first part of 

November on account of snow. 

Melby Bros, threshing rig, year 1920. 25 H.P. double Gaar Scott engine, 
36 x 56 Minneapolis separator. 



Rais ing  the  power  wind  mi l l .  Iver  Hanson  used  h is  wel l  machine  to  ra i se  
i t  and  took  only  a  few minutes  to  comple te  the  job .  



School hours in the old school house at the threshing grounds. Desks, 
blackboards, library and teacher's desk are the same as when used years 

ago east of Dalton about 6 miles. 

Making the meals for the crowds that are soon coming to get breakfast, 
dinner or supper, also lunch in between. 



Henry  Lebakken  and  h is  8  H.P .  Case  g iv ing  the  k ids  a  r ide  dur ing  the  
show.  

25  H.P .  Rumely  s ing le  cy l inder  s team engine  owned by  W.  M.  
Chr i s tenson ,  Conrad ,  Mont .  



Ray Erickson's 65 Case engine. Ray bought this engine from Clifford 
Olson a couple years ago. It is a real good engine. 

25 H.P. Nichols-Shepard 
double cylinder steam 
engine owned by Milton 
Martinson, Ashby, Minn. 
Milton bought this engine 
from Furseth Bros., Hol-
stad, Minn, a few years 

ago. 





Mike Nohre of Elbow Lake, Minn, owns this New Way gas engine. Some 
New Way engines run the opposite way than other gas engines making 
them different. Mike has a large collection of gas engines and has 

restored many of them. Good job, Mike. 

Risbrudt Bros. 6 H.P. Challenge gas engine. This engine is real old, was 
rebuilt some years ago and is in first class condition. 



Landscaping project of the Lake Region Threshermen's Ass'n. in the 
spring of 1973. Evavold and Vikesland, contractors. 



Special dump built on a McCormick Deering tractor. We believe it wa< 
used m the coal m.nes in the Minot, N.D. country. Milton Martinson^ 

owner. 

David Schroeder starting his John Deere tractor. It's an old one see the 
open spoke flywheel. It was not put on later, either. David restored this 

tractor and it looks and runs good. 



Loyd Hinker, Woonsocket, So. Dak. oiling up the 36 Rumely steamer. 
This is the largest the Rumely built as far as we know. It is about a 1911 

model. Milton Martinson, owner. 

4 H.P. International gas engine running at the show. It is a hopper 
cooled engine. Owner, Mike Nohre, Elbow Lake, Minn. 



Model A. Ford car made into a tractor. Many things were tried in those 
days to get away from using horses. 

Horse drawn bus used in the early days in the Fergus Falls, Minn. area. 
Present owner, John Ringsdahl, Fergus Falls, Minn. 



These two pictures are of the parade in 1972. Note the power wind mill 
in the background. The tower of the mill was built by some of the 
members of the club and was set up a few days before the show. 

Hundreds lined the street to view the many steam and gas tractors. 



Bryan steam tractor. Only a couple of these tractors are around. Very 
few were built in the first place. 

Avery gas tractor pulling three grain drills somewhere in the Dakotas, 
year could be around 1919. 



A dozen or more steam engines in line for the parade. This is less than 
half of our steam engines at the show. 

24 H.P. Minneapolis steam engine built in 1924. One of the very last 
built by Minneapolis. It was owned by Milton Martinson 'til he traded it 

for a large tractor in Canada last year. 



A little locomotive purchased in Iowa in 1972. This engine was built in 
Paris, France in 1939. During the second World War, the Germans took 
it away from the French and used it to haul ammunition to fight the 

French. It is owned by Milton Martinson, Ashby, Minn. 

D I E S E T H  SPECIALTY CO 

Dump wagon owned by Dieseth Specialty Co., Fergus Falls, Minn. This 
type of wagon was used in road construction in the pioneer days when 

horses were used to pull them around. 



Kenneth Bratvold's 80 Case engine. Kenneth bought this engine from 
Merel Jones, Little Falls, Minn, several years ago. 

George Melby's 25 H.P. Gaar Scott steam engine. George bought this 
engine from the late Severt Thoreson, Henning, Minn, in about 1924. It 
was used for threshing and lumber sawing several years in the Ashby 

community. 



Large Reeves steam engine, plowing at Lakota, N.D. Notice the steam 
lift plows. Steam was tapped from the engine into cylinders on the plow. 
This is a 12 bottom plow, picture taken near 1900 the best we can judge. 
The engine could be a 40 H.P. Cross compound, the largest engine 

Reeves built. 

12-25 Minneapolis tractor restored by Alvin Olson, Elbow Lake, Minn. 
He has done a nice job on this tractor. It was pretty well wore out when 

he purchased it. 



The old school house Dist No. 20 was given to the Threshermen's Club 
by the district in 1968. The antiques are displayed in this building. 

Threshing with a Gray tractor and Peerless separator using 3 bundle 
teams. Threshing on Perry Tolbert's farm, Breckenridge, Minn, in 1919. 





Mike Nohre and his gas engine. Mike has a large collection of them and 
is looking for more. He restores them himself and does a fine job of it. 

10-20 Townsend oil tractor. Present owner, Nancy Martinson. Unique 
tractor built to resemble a steam engine. This is the smallest tractor 

Townsend built. 



Home made by Frank Beck. Donated to the Lake Region Pioneer Ass'n 
by Mrs. Beck in memory of her husband who took a real interest in the 

steam engines. 

25 H.P. Wood Bros, steam engine belted to the saw mill. Very few Wood 
Bros, engines are left in the country. The company didn't make many 
engines. They started late in the game of building steam engines. They 
built a 30 H.P. double gear engine. We don't know if any of these 

engines are left. 



Kenneth Bratvold's 80 Case engine purchased several years ago from the 
late Merel Jones, Little Falls, Minn. 



An old Aultman Taylor tractor and Avery separator. Notice the old 
Model T Ford alongside the road. Year 1924 near Wabehr, N.D. 

40 H.P. Geeser Peerless steam engine. This is the largest engine this 
company built. It was used to power the lumber saw mill at Pioneera 

annual show at Saskatoon, Canada. 



Dog power pumping water at Pioneera. The dogs seemed to like it and 
would go into the wheel without being told to do it. 

The late Carl Rachert threshing in 1957 near Round Prairie, Minn. This is 
a 18 H.P. Aultman and Taylor steam engine. 



A Case compound center crank steam engine show at the Mount 
Pleasant show. Very few of these engines are around today. 

Tank mount on a rubber tired wagon used to haul water for the show. In 
the olden days the tank man had to pump the water by hand into the 

tank. This one uses a gasoline engine. 



25-50 Flour City tractor owned at this time by the late Ted Bjorkan, 
Osakis, Minn. 

Part of the crowd at the show. This was taken in the forenoon before 
anything started to move. 



Locomotive engine that jumped the track and tipped over on its side at 
the side track in Dalton. The train was switching in gravel cars for paving 
Highway No. 59, but too much gravel and rocks got on the track and 

forced it off the rails. Year, 1937. 

Pioneera Show, showing oxen on the Covered Wagon. We believe there 
were four oxen on each wagon. 



Pioneera showing oxen on open wagon. Also Indians standing together 
looking at it. 

6 horses on the gang plow showing people the way it used to be in the 
pioneer days, shown at Pioneera. 



Threshing the first year of the show 1954. 2 grain separators and 3 steam 
engines was all the equipment the club had at that show. 

Starting to thresh at the 1954 threshing bee. George Melby's 25 H.P. 
Gaar Scott engine is belted to the Minneapolis separator. 



i u »uD farm in 1946 25 H.P. double Gaar Scott engine awing lumber on the tarm in IVHO. 
was used to power the mill that year. 

25-50 Huber tractor and Case separator ready to do some th 



Avery  t rac tor  pu l l ing  two gra in  b inders  cu t t ing  corn  somewhere ,  we  
don ' t  know where .  

P lowing  wi th  the  25  H.P .  Rumely  s teamer  pul l ing  10  bot tom plows .  This  
i s  an  annual  event  a t  the  show.  



Byron  Osander  and  h is  e lephant .  They  have  t ra ined  th i s  an imal  
themselves .  I t  be longs  to  the  Schmidt  Ci rcus .  

14  H.P .  Minnesota  Grant  s team engine  in  a  parade  a t  the  Threshermen ' s  
show.  Not ice  the  cha in  dr ive  on  the  engine .  Glenn  and  Ralph  Risbrudt  

a re  the  proud  owners .  



Ralph Melby's 50 H.P. steam engine bought in 1971 from Isodore 
Pavlicek, Dickinson, N.D. last used in 1927 and restored last summer 
before the show. This is the only 30 H.P. we know of. 

Frank Beck's steam tractor after a larger engine was installed. 
peppy now. It is owned by the Threshermen's Ass'n. 

It sure is 



4 bottom Avery tractor plow owned by Kenneth Bratvold. This type of 
plow is hard to find. 

65 caterpillar tractor and 36-58 Minneapolis separator threshing in 1940. 
Owner of the rig, Ralph Melby. 



• 

Henry Lebakken's little Case engine built into a traction engine by H. B. 
Lahr, St. joe, Minn. It is a nice job and runs just as nice as it looks. 

This is a Baker fan, used at the show to test engines and to blow some 
soot out of the flues. This is a duplicate of the original ones made by the 
Baker Manufacturing Co. of Swanston, Ohio, makers of steam engines 

and threshing machines. 



Upright Monitor gasoline engine owned by Harold Hansen from 
Graceville, Minn. 

Geo. Melby's 15 H.P. Fairbanks gasoline engine. It runs like new. It came 
from the Glenwood area. 



Typical harness shop at the turn of the century. The harness makers 
made their own thread and a lot of sewing was also hand work. Notice 
all the new ones for sale, other than steam horses were used on all the 
farms, as the oxen had given to the more modern power, horses. 

20 bottom plow and 32 H.P. Reeves steam engine shown at Pioneera, 
Saskatoon, Canada. This plow is claimed to be the largest in operation! 



Kenneth  Bra tvold  sawing  lumber .  This  summer  he  has  sawed some 300  
logs  so  fa r  and  expec ts  to  saw more  a t  the  show.  

Henry  Johnson ' s  reaper .  I t  was  used  to  cu t  f lax ,  made  by  the  
In te rna t iona l  Harves t  Company of  Chicago ,  I I I .  and  i t  i s  c la imed they  

bui l t  them for  expor t  no t  too  many years  ago .  



A modern steam tractor shown with the inventor from California. Will 
they be using steam again in the future? It could happen. 

Avery steam engine and separator threshing in 1959. Avery built straight 
flue, return flue and undermounted steam engine and also the Avery 

yellow fellow grain separator. 



A small model belted to a miniature saw mill, a good attraction. 



David Hansen with one of his gas engines. David was elected president 
of the club last year. He. has several tractors and gas engines. 

Fun for the kids at the 
show. This ferris wheel 
belongs to the Schmidt 
Circus. Their head­
quarters are 4 miles 
north of Dalton, Minn. 



Typical threshing scene. 36-58 Case making a straw stack next to the 
barn, threshing oats in Iowa. 

Arnold Schroeder teaching his boys how to fix gas engines. These boys 
are pretty good mechanics and learn fast to restore these old engines. 



The colors come first at the annual parade sponsored by the Dalton 
Community Club, held on Saturday A.M. 

32 H.P. Reeves plowing at the reunion at Dalton. 



RTS40-Z" ma verY fC and it was never rebuilt aga.n. 
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Shown at Fergus Falls centennial parade July 1, 1972 is^Nichols and 
Shepard 25 H.P. steam engine. On the engine are George Melby, Iver 

Hanson and Olin Thompson. 

American LaFrance 1915 fire truck at the centennial parade in Fergus 
Falls, July 1,1972 
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Shock loader loading shocks near Smiley, Sask., Canada. These loaders 
were used more in Canada than in the U.S. They would load a large load 
of bundles in a few minutes. They had special racks built for these 

loaders. 

Henry Johnson's 5-10 Avery gas tractor. This is a friction drive tractor 
and was built in about 1910. As far as we know, it is the only one this 

size in working order. 
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Threshing scene taken in Lawrence Twp. west of Elbow Lake, Mn. 
Owned by W. G. Parson. Engineer, Herb Hultomder. Courtesy of Olin 

Thompson. Minneapolis 25 H.P. 

Lavern Simdorn and his Twin City gas tractor. Lavern did a nice job of 
restoring it too. 







Stationary steam engine given to the club by Land O' Lakes Dairy, 
Browerville, Minn. It is claimed it will generate current up to 400 H.P. 

Jim Withers' big gas engine. It has flywheels 6 feet across. It runs real 
good. Jim is a collector of gas engines and travels over much of the 

country looking for them. 





Aultman Taylor 1869 steam traction engine with wood wheels and 
rubber cleats in operating condition. This engine and the one pictured 
on the next page are owned by Milton Martinson, Ashby, who 

purchased them at an auction in September of 1972. 

Westinghouse 1879 upright boiler, 12 H.P., traction engine, water tube 
boiler, steel wheeled, operated 5 years ago. 




