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Dedication 
The  Lake  Reg ion  P ionee r  Threshe rmen ' s  Assoc ia t ion  ded ica tes  th i s  

7 th  Ed i t ion  t o  those  members  who  have  passed  on :  Albe r t  Berg ,  H ja lmer  
Gran t ,  Ted  Lange ,  Osca r  Knut son ,  Kenne th  Borg ,  George  Jensen ,  Ol in  
Thompson ,  Henry  Sk indrud ,  Vernon  Mi l l e r ,  A l f red  Vige r  and  a l so  to  the  
o lde r  inac t ive  members ,  Ne l s  Fossan  and  Gi lbe r t  Ki rkeby ,  and  to  the  
recen t ly  r e t i r ed  bo i l e r  in spec to r ,  Od in  Johnson ,  who  con t r ibu ted  much  
to  the  sa fe ty  o f  ou r  s t eam equ ipment .  



1974 Queen contestants on stage just before the crowning of new 1975 Queen 

QUEEN OF STEAM FOR 1975: Center, Julie Sundblad, Ashby, Mn.; right, 
Tammie Boe, Ashby, Mn.; Kirsten Rovang, Dalton, Mn. 



Part of the Friday night entertainment, "Reflections of the Son", Jerome 
Evavold, Ross Holte and Dick Risbrudt. 



lUefcowc 
The  Lake  Reg ion  P ionee r  Threshe rmen ' s  Assoc ia t ion  b ids  you  

hea r ty  we lcome  to  our  22nd  annua l  show.  

The  a i r  o f  ou r  Assoc ia t ion  i s  t o  p rese rve  and  demons t ra t e  to  you  
some  of  t he  equ ipment  used  by  our  fo re fa the r s .  We  t ry  t o  con t inua l ly  
add  to  our  d i sp lays  t o  make  i t  more  in te res t ing  and  en joyab le  fo r  you .  

We  inv i t e  you  to  v i s i t  ou r  Museum which  wi l l  be  open  th rough  the  
summer .  We  th ink  we  have  a  co l l ec t ion  tha t  wi l l  be  o f  in t e res t  t o  bo th  
young  and  o ld ,  men  and  women .  

Thanks  to  eve ryone  who  he lps  in  any  way  to  add  to  the  show.  A 
spec ia l  t hanks  to  those  f rom a  d i s t ance  who  come  to  he lp  each  yea r .  I t  
i s  much  apprec ia t ed .  

Mi l ton  Mar t inson ,  P res iden t  



HENRY SKINDRUD: Born 1894, died Jan. 2, 1975. Henry threshed and sawed 
lumber with his brothers for many years. He served on the board of directors of 
the Lake Region Pioneer Threshermen's Assn. and also helped fire the boiler 

for the stationary engines at the show. 

OLIN THOMPSON: Passed away two years ago last winter. He was 84 years 
old and ran engines at our show for several years. In his early age he burned a 
steam rig and threshed for many folks. Olin ran the engine and did a good job 

of it. 



Stacking grain before the show. Henry Spitsberg is the stacker and has been for 
many years. He does a good job too. 

28 h.p. Minneapolis steam owned by Chub Snell of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 



Another picture of the parade uptown 

Part of the parade uptown Saturday afternoon. 



Harold Hansen and his Galloway gas engine. It is a real nice one and real old. 
Harold is a mechanic and does all his repairs in his shop in Graceville. 

Earl Nelson and his nicely restored gas engine. Earl has a large collection of 
engines and most of them look like new. 



40-80 Minneapolis on the baker fan. These fans give the largest tractor or 
steam engine a real work out. 



Uiich StOat Sayings 

One  of  t he  toughes t  th ings  in  l i f e  i s  when  love ' s  young  d ream d ies  
o f  o ld  age .  

One  of  t he  mos t  d i s t r e s s ing ly  bashfu l  th ings  in  l i f e  i s  mee t ing  one ' s  
ob l iga t ions .  I t ' s  so  easy  to  become  gun-shy ,  don ' t  you  know?  

I f  you  a re  look ing  fo r  t roub le ,  t ake  th i s  t i p  f rom one  who  has  
ming led  wi th  i t  i n  eve ry  fo rm,  tha t  you  won ' t  f ind  t roub le  dodg ing  you ,  
no t  in  a  s ing le  case ,  bu t  on  the  con t ra ry  i t  w i l l  be  Johnn ie  on  the  spo t  o r  
I 'm  no  judge .  

Whenever  you  f ind  a  woman  who  doesn ' t  ca re  how her  f ee t  look ,  
o r  whe the r  the re ' s  a  ho le  in  he r  s tock ing ,  r emember  tha t  she ' s  on ly  
wa i t ing  he r  tu rn  fo r  a  t r ip  in  t he  under t ake r ' s  wagon .  

Whenever  you  see  your  boy  wa lk ing  backwards  f rom company ,  ge t  
a  need le  and  th read ,  fo r  i t ' s  a  su re  s ign  tha t  he ' s  me t  wi th  a  sp l in te r  in  
s l id ing  down Old  Cr imes '  ce l l a r  door .  

The  man  who  i s  t oo  l azy  fo r  any th ing  e l se  a lways  f inds  h imse l f  in  
t he  hands  o f  h i s  f r i ends ,  when  i t  comes  to  runn ing  fo r  o f f i ce .  He  i s  in  
n ine  cases  ou t  o f  t en  too  t i r ed  t o  run  fo r  any th ing  e l se .  

There  i s  no t  so  much  danger  in  go ing  up  in  a i r sh ips ,  i t ' s  t he  coming  
down and  the  sudden  s top  tha t  p lays  thunder  wi th  our  wa tch  c rys ta l s ,  
and  somet imes  makes  i t  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  t he  under t ake r  to  make  us  
p resen tab le  to  our  f r i ends .  

The  th reshe rman  who  leaves  fo r  a  week  a t  a  t ime  whi l e  ou t  on  h i s  
run  doesn ' t  t ake  in to  cons ide ra t ion  ve ry  o f t en  tha t  h i s  wi fe ,  who  has  had  
to  do  chores ,  f eed  the  s tock ,  chop  the  wood  and  wa te r  t he  cows ,  shou ld  
be  cons ide red  in  t he  ra t e - shee t  o f  cos t  o f  ope ra t ion .  

Did  you  eve r  s top  to  cons ide r  how hard  i t  i s  t o  s i t  on  the  p innac le  
o f  f ame?  Tha t ' s  where  you ' l l  sp rou t  co rns  be fo re  you  rea l i ze  i t ,  and  
ca l louses  once  con t rac ted  in  t ha t  manner  r equ i re  cons ide rab le  
upho l s t e r ing  to  make  s i t t ing  easy .  

In  h i s  human  mus ings  the  ph i losopher ,  Josh  Bi l l ings ,  once  
remarked  tha t  "No  man  can  swear  exac t ly  where  he  wi l l  f e t ch  up  when  
he  touches  ca l i co .  No  man  can  t e l l  j u s t  wha t  ca l i co  has  made  up  i t s  
mind  to  do  nex t .  Ca l i co  don ' t  even  know herse l f . "  L ike  t he  p resen t  day ' s  
wear ing  appar re l ,  Josh ' s  ag rument  i s  good  as  fa r  a s  I c an  see .  



lUcmejt Ate 9utemted Jim 

Afte r  many  yea r s  o f  see ing  how exc i t ed  and  en thus ias t i c  the  men  
and  boys  a re  abou t  the  s t eam th resh ing  shows  the  women  go t  to  
th ink ing  the i r  mus t  be  more  to  these  shows  than  jus t  wash ing  the i r  
husband ' s  g reasy  c lo thes ,  so  some  women  met  and  o rgan ized  an  
aux i l i a ry .  

I t  s t a r t ed  ou t  r a the r  s low,  bu t  now i t  i s  " ca tch ing  on"  and  has  
p roved  to  be  qu i t e  a  cha l l enge .  

A  yea r  ago ,  wi th  the  he lp  o f  t he  men  fo lks ,  t h ree  rooms  were  pu t  up  
in  t he  Museum bu i ld ing  fo r  d i sp lays .  

The  women  worked  even ings  and  somet imes  fa r  in to  the  n igh t  — 
hang ing  wa l l  pape r ,  decora t ing  and  fu rn i sh ing  these  rooms  in  t he  o ld  
f a sh ioned  way  and  the  resu l t s  have  been  ve ry  reward ing ,  bes ides  a  lo t  o f  
coopera t ion  and  fun!  

Th i s  i s  pa r t  o f  t he  a t t r ac t ions  in  t he  museum bu i ld ing  and  to  make  
i t  even  more  exc i t ing  the  women  a re  demons t ra t ing  how to  do  kn i t t ing ,  
sp inn ing ,  qu i l t ing ,  rug  mak ing ,  churn ing  bu t t e r  and  mak ing  i ce  c ream 
and  a l so  o the r  c ra f t s  and  a r t s  o f  days  gone  by .  



To many spectators this brings back fond memories and to the 
younger generation it is interesting and informative to them to see the 
way of home life in the days of their grandparents and great 
grandparents. 

W. A. I. T. Auxiliary 



TawutM la Steam? Scj ttfta? 

Read ing  a l l  t he  ob i tua r i e s  and  requ iems  to  s t eam power  g ives  me  
qu i t e  a  chuck le .  For  they  a re  wr i t t en  by  l igh t  o f  e l ec t r i c  power ;  p r in ted  
by  e l ec t r i c  powered  p resses  and  the  fa r  g rea te r  pa r t  o f  t ha t  e l ec t r i c  
power  i s  gene ra ted  by  s t eam.  Genera l  Motor s  does  no t  l ike  i t .  The  
a lmigh ty  pe t ro leum empi re  does  no t  l ike  i t .  And  bo th  o f  t hese  ins id ious  
powers  tha t  be  pu t  ou t  p len ty  o f  adver t i s ing  do l l a r s  wh ich  gu ide  many  
ed i to r i a l  pens .  

For  now,  a s  has  been  the  case  fo r  abou t  n ine ty  yea r s ,  t he  mos t  
e f f i c i en t  conver t e r  o f  ene rgy  i s  t he  s t eam tu rb ine ,  r ega rd less  o f  t he  
p ropaganda  re  the  somet imes  conven ien t ,  bu t  a lways  h ideous ly  
was te fu l  and  ine f f i c i en t  in fe rna l  come-bus t ing  eng ine  ( the  e t e rna l ,  
in fe rna l ,  i n t e rna l  combus t ion  eng ine ) ,  w i th  i t ' s  1 ,200+  s t a r t s  and  s tops  
pe r  second ,  bu t  on ly  150  of  wh ich  a re  power  impul ses .  A  s ix -cy l inde r  
gaso l ine  eng ine  de l ive r s  on ly  th ree  power  impul ses  pe r  r evo lu t ion ;  a  
two-cy l inde r  s t eam eng ine  de l ive r s  four  power  impul ses  pe r  r evo lu t ion .  
Bu t  back  momenta r i ly  to  tu rb ines .  

One  of  t he  mos t  e f f i c i en t  s t eam tu rb ine  power  p lan t s  eve r  
deve loped  was  owned  by  — ge t  th i s  — the  Ford  Motor  Company!  The  
vo lume  of  wa te r  in  t he  bo i l e r  f l a shed  in to  s t eam which  passed  th ru  the  
tu rb ine ,  t he  condense r ,  t he  ho t  we l l ,  and  back  in to  the  bo i l e r ,  
comple t ing  the  cyc le  in  twen ty  seconds .  King  Henry  the  Ford  would  
merchand i se  the  gas  eng ine  — bu t  powered  h i s  p l an t  wi th  a  s t eam 
tu rb ine !  And ,  whi l e  King  Henry ' s  p l an t  i s  marve lous ly  e f f i c i en t ,  t he  
s t eam tu rb ine  has  no t  ye t  r eached  i t ' s  zen i th .  I t  i s  wa i t ing  on  the  
meta l lu rg ica l  indus t ry  to  come  up  wi th  a  s t ee l  o f  su f f i c i en t  t ens i l e  
s t r eng th  to  make  poss ib le  the  expanded  use  o f  t he  L jungs t rom 
rad ia l - f low tu rb ine ,  wi th  i t ' s  ou tward  f low of  s t eam tu rn ing  two  power  
sha f t s  in  oppos i t e  d i r ec t ions !  The  one  example  o f  a  rad ia l  f low tu rb ine  
was  found  on  s t eam locomot ives  — used  to  power  the  head l igh t  
genera to r s ;  t he  Py le -Na t iona l  mach ine .  

Bu t ,  a s ide  f rom th i s  one  common use ,  t he  e f f i c i en t  s t eam power  
tu rb ine  p lan t  i s  o f  such  a  s i ze ,  and  requ i r ing  l a rge  bo i l e r s ,  l imi t  i t ' s  u se  
to  s t a t iona ry  and  mar ine  power  p lan t s .  And  whi l e  these  power  p lan t s  
a re  conf ined  beh ind  b r i ck  wa l l s ,  o r  deep  in  hu l l s  o f  sh ips ,  away  f rom 
pub l i c  eye ,  t he  p roponen t s  o f  t he  in fe rna l  come-bus t ing  eng ine  can  
have  themse lves  a  f i e ld  day .  



But ,  a l a s !  For  a l l  o f  i t ' s  supe rb  qua l i t i e s  a s  a  conver t e r  o f  ene rgy ,  t he  
s t eam tu rb ine  i s  on ly  a  mach ine  — a  g r im,  dead ly  e f f i c i en t ,  
non-g lamorous ,  un romant i c ,  sou l l e s s  mach ine .  I t  emi t s  on ly  a  
monotonous ,  unbroken  hum,  a  b ig ,  sh in ing  b lack  s t ee l  case  wi th  no  
v i s ib le  mot ion  — no  whi r l ing  c rankshaf t s ,  f ly  whee l s ,  be l t s ,  no r  up  and  
down,  back  and  fo r th  rods  and  leve r s ,  no  sha rp  s t acca to  exhaus t s  which  
au tomat i ca l ly  iden t i fy  the  Baker  un i f low,  nor  l azy  whoosh-whoosh  o f  
t he  Por t  Huron  and  o the r  t andem compounds .  No  s t eam whis t l e s  o f  
a s so r t ed  sha rps  and  f l a t s .  For  these  ingred ien t s  o f  t he  nos ta lg ia  o f  a  
by-gone  day ,  we  tu rn  to  our  coun t ry - s ide  s t eam th reshe r  and  saw mi l l  
exh ib i t s .  

I w i l l  no t  dea l  a t  l eng th  wi th  wha t  we  a l l  s ee  a t  these  exh ib i t s .  Tha t  
i s  w ide ly  known,  and  much  newspr in t  and  p r in te r s '  i nk  has  been  
devo ted  to  i t .  Wha t  a l so  d raws  me  to  these  exh ib i t s  — I made  s ix  o f  
t hem dur ing  summer  o f  1974  — i s  peop le !  Kind ,  gen ia l ,  f r i end ly  peop le ,  
w i th  qua l i t i e s  so  sad ly  l ack ing  e l sewhere  in  th i s  e ra  o f  a  s i ck ,  decay ing  
soc ie ty  o f  compute r i zed ,  dehumanized  humans .  Peop le  en joy ing  
themse lves  in  a  sp i r i t  o f  t oge the rness ;  t he  ma le  sen io r  c i t i zens  who  t ake  
such  p r ide  in  the i r  r e s to red  ABC's  — Advance ,  Baker  and  Case  and  
Three  R ' s  — Reeves ,  Rumely  and  Russe l l ;  t he  s i lve r  ha i red  ma t rons  
r eca l l ing  the  days  when  they  he lped  Ma  wi th  the  p ies .  Two in te rmed ia te  
genera t ions  showing  in tense  in te res t  in  t h ings  tha t  used  to  be  — p lus  
the  k ids  d iv ing  head  f i r s t  i n to  s t r aw p i l e s .  I t ' s  j u s t  g rea t  t o  mee t  such  
peop le !  

Compare  th i s  wi th  a  ba l l  (o r  b rawl )  pa rk ,  wi th  bee r  cans ,  bo t t l e s  
and  o the r  debr i s  th rown a round ,  wi th  heavy  p ro fan i ty ;  f igh t s  b reak ing  
ou t ,  wh ich ,  bu t  fo r  t ime ly  po l i ce  ac t ion ,  cou ld  become  f ree - fo r -a l l s .  

The  mos t  po l i ce  I h ave  eve r  seen  a t  a  th reshe r  exh ib i t  were  two  
I l l ino i s  S ta t e  o f f i ce r s ,  and  four  depu ty  she r i f f s  — a t  the  Pon t i ac ,  I I .  
exh ib i t .  And  tha t  was  because  the  show grounds  a re  on  a  na r row,  
wind ing  road ,  th ru  a  heav i ly  wooded  a rea ,  and ,  because  o f  d i spe r sed  
pa rk ing  fac i l i t i e s ,  t h ree  en t rance -ex i s t s  were  in  use ,  and  t r a f f i c  had  to  be  
con t ro l l ed  to  ave r t  acc iden t s .  None  of  t he  l aw-enfo rcement  o f f i ce r s  
were  in  t he  g rounds  p roper .  They  were  no t  needed .  

Conc lud ing ,  I s ay  — we  see  and  hea r  anc ien t  mach ine ry  — and  
mee t  peop le  who  a re  rea l ly  human!  

+  Figures  fo r  a  s ix -cy l inde r  eng ine  a t  3 ,000  RPM.  

J .  B .  Ca in  
220  E 140 th  PI .  
Do l ton ,  I I .  60419  



Can you guess what machine this is? This is the 30—60 Oil Pull completely 
stripped down and completely gone over. This tractor belongs to Larry 

Martinson, Ashby, Mn. 

This is the same tractor a couple of months after the overhaul. 





Unc£e Si£<u Soywgd 
One  fo rm of  economy i s  ge t t ing  th ings  on  c red i t  wi th  no  though t  o f  

pay ing  fo r  t hem.  But  once  in  a  whi l e  i t  p roves  migh ty  embar rass ing .  

Don ' t  expec t  t oo  much  be fo re  you  dese rve  i t .  There ' s  on ly  one  
pea r l  in  a  ca r - load  o f  musse l  she l l s .  

When  you  do  a  good  tu rn  fo rge t  i t ,  and  some  t ime  way  ahead ,  
when  you  need  i t  mos t  and  expec t  i t  l eas t ,  your  r eward  wi l l  be  a  
hundred- fo ld .  

Be  t ru th fu l ,  no t  d ip lomat i c .  D ip lomacy  i s  a  way  na t ions  have  o f  
ly ing  to  each  o the r .  

I f  you  a re  caugh t  in  t he  wrong ,  t ake  your  med ic ine  l ike  a  man  
ins tead  o f  t ry ing  to  b lame  i t  on  o the r s .  I  don ' t  be l i eve  in  t ak ing  a  l i ck ing  
by  p roxy .  

A  man  who  wi l l  s t ea l  a  bean  f rom a  two  cen t  j ack-po t ,  wi l l  s t ack  the  
ca rds  in  a  b ig  game .  

There  may  be  those  who  can  ge t  c lose r  t o  God  than  a  Chr i s t i an  
mothe r  s t and ing  up  in  a  mee t in '  p roc la iming  he r  a r t i c l e s  o f  f a i th ,  bu t  I  
doub t  i t .  

As  you  go  a long  l i f e ' s  pa thway ,  p lan t  a  l i t t l e  f lower  he re  and  the re ,  
in  good  deeds  and  the  f rag rance  waf ted  your  way  in  t he  sundown of  l i f e  
wi l l  be  the  swee tes t  r eco l l ec t ion  o f  a l l .  

I  c an ' t  s ee  where  a  sp ins te r  ge t s  much  comfor t  ou t  o f  t he  fac t  tha t  
mar r i ages  a re  made  in  heaven .  

When  you  f ind  a  man  pa rad ing  h i s  Amer ican i sm be fo re  the  
foo t l igh t s ,  o r  t a lk ing  abou t  one  hundred  pe rcen t  ances te r s ,  you ' l l  
gene ra l ly  f ind  by  sea rch ing  the  he rd  book  tha t  f ew of  h i s  k in fo lks  fough t  
in  any  war .  

I f  t he  Lord  shou ld  happen  back  to  ea r th  these  days  he  wouldn ' t  
have  to  go  to  the  t emple  to  loca te  a  den  of  th i eves .  

Sor t e r  l e t  t h i s  f ac t  pe rco la te  th rough  your  sys tem,  Ezra ,  t ha t  t ry ing  
to  be  a  Chr i s t i an  on  the  ins t a l lmen t  p lan  i s  a  was te  o f  t ime  and  e f fo r t .  
You 've  go t  t o  keep  c lose  to  the  l ine  o f  r ec t i tude  a l l  t he  t ime  and  eve ry  
t ime  you  fee l  your  f ee t  a re  s l ipp ing ,  head  fo r  your  c lose t  and  beg in  
b roadcas t ing  a  p raye r  t o  the  th rone  o f  g race .  I t  doesn ' t  do  any  good  to  
look  fo r  the  cyc lone  ce l l a r  a f t e r  t he  s to rm has  s t ruck  the  d igg ings .  



Fly wheel for the big Corliss steam engine loaded at Bay City, Mi. The wheel is 
35 inches wide, 15 feet across, weighing 8 ton. The crank shaft is 11 inches in 

diameter and 12 feet long, weighing 3 ton. 

Unloading the flywheel at the threshing grounds. It will be ready to run by show 
time this year. 





Our cooled gas engine. Note the fins on the cylinder. They help cool the 
cylinder. 

"iO—60 Russell gas tractor. There are very few of these tractors. We don't 
believe too many were made. The Russell Company built about 1800 steam 

engines besides grain separators and tractors. 



Tke Steam Tlactam £itgwe 

— by  Russe l l  Shaw 

What  i s  t he re  so  in te res t ing  abou t  a  s t eam t rac t ion  eng ine?  I h ave  
been  asked  th i s  ques t ion  many  t imes .  As  ind iv idua l s ,  we  a re  d i f f e ren t  
f rom one  ano the r  in  ou r  l ikes  and  d i s l ikes .  Mos t  men  a re  fa sc ina ted  by  
mach ine ry ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  the  k ind  tha t  deve lop  and  genera te  power .  Of  
these  the re  a re  many  types ,  and  so  those  in te res t ed  in  power  mach ine ry  
a re  d iv ided  and  subd iv ided .  

The  locomot ive  was  p robab ly  the  mos t  popu la r  o f  s t eam power  
mach ines .  The  s t eam fa rm eng ine ,  now near ly  ex t inc t ,  has  on ly  a  f ew 
f r i ends  l e f t .  Mos t  o f  t he  eng ines  o f  th i s  t ype  a re  in  such  d i l ap i t a t ed  
cond i t ion  i t  i s  no  wonder  tha t  one  who  looks  upon  them fond ly  i s  
r ega rded  a s  be ing  a  b i t  quee r .  

Le t  u s  r ev iew br i e f ly  t he  h i s to ry  o f  t he  s t eam t rac t ion  eng ine .  
Al though  the  locomot ive  s t a r t ed  i t ' s  ca ree r  in  t h i s  coun t ry  a s  ea r ly  a s  
1830 ,  i t  was  no t  un t i l  1860  tha t  t he  s t eam eng ine  was  adap ted  to  fa rm 
use ,  and  then  on ly  in  ho r se  d rawn  fo rm.  Trac t ion  a t t achments  were  
added  to  p la in  por t ab le  eng ines  in  t he  l a t e  70 ' s .  For  twen ty  yea r s  t he  
p r inc ipa l  u se  o f  t he  s t eam t rac t ion  eng ine  was  runn ing  the  g ra in  
th reshe r .  These  eng ines  were  smal l  in  s i ze ,  u sua l ly  t en  to  twe lve  horse  
power  ra t ing .  

At  t he  c lose  o f  t he  19 th  cen tu ry ,  wi th  the  deve lopment  o f  
se l f - f eede r s ,  g ra in -baggers ,  and  wind-s t acker s ,  l a rge r  eng ines  and  
eng ines  wi th  compound  cy l inde r s  were  in t roduced  to  mee t  the  demand  
fo r  more  power .  Also ,  abou t  th i s  t ime ,  a  new use  was  found  fo r  the  
s t eam t rac to r ;  a  l a rge r  and  more  power fu l  t ype  o f  eng ine  was  des igned  
fo r  ou r  g rea t  whea t  coun t ry  and  tha t  o f  t he  Canad ian  Nor thwes t .  
Bes ides  us ing  these  eng ines  to  run  super  l a rge  th reshe r s ,  t hey  used  them 
fo r  p lowing  the  vas t  p ra i r i e .  

Many  improvements  were  added  to  the  s t eam t rac t ion  eng ine  
dur ing  th i s  pe r iod .  By  1905  more  than  th i r ty - s ix  compan ies  in  t he  Uni t ed  
S ta te s  and  Canada ,  were  bu i ld ing  th resh ing  mach ines  and  s t eam 
t rac t ion  eng ines ,  tu rn ing  ou t  thousands  o f  un i t s  each  yea r .  I  he  s t eam 
t rac t ion  eng ine  reached  i t s  peak  o f  pe r fec t ion  by  1915 ,  and  no  majo r  
change  improvements  was  made  the re -a f t e r .  



The  c lose  o f  t he  Wor ld  War  saw the  beg inn ing  o f  t he  end  of  t he  
s t eam t rac t ion  eng ine .  A  few a re  s t i l l  i n  u se  in  some  sec t ions  o f  t he  
coun t ry ,  bu t  no  new ones  have  been  bu i l t  s ince  1923 ,  and  mos t  o f  t he  
o ld  compan ies  a re  no  longer  in  ex i s t ence .  The  gas  t r ac to r  took  the  p lace  
o f  t he  s t eam t rac to r ,  no t  because  i t  d id  the  job  more  e f f i c i en t ly ,  bu t  
because  i t  r equ i red  l e s s  he lp  and  les s  e f fo r t  t o  opera te .  By  the  same  
token  the  smal l  combine  i s  now rep lac ing  the  conven t iona l  th reshe r  
and  gas  t r ac to r .  

To  unders t and  how anyone  cou ld  ge t  in t e res t ed  in  a  s t eam t rac t ion  
eng ine  we  mus t  go  back  abou t  s ix ty  f ive  yea r s  and  wi th  a  s t r e t ch  o f  
imag ina t ion ,  look  a t  one  th rough  the  eyes  o f  t he  eng inee r .  Un l ike  
r a i l road ing ,  t he  opera to r  was  o f t en  t imes  i t ' s  owner .  

The  scene  i s  daybreak  on  a  we l l  kep t  f a rm amid  awaken ing  o f  t he  
horses ,  ca t t l e  and  ch ickens .  I t  i s  a  p leas ing  p ic tu re ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  in  t he  
fa l l  mon ths .  Wi th  a l l  t h i s  background ,  the  eng inee r  began  h i s  du t i e s .  
S ta r t ing  the  f i r e  i s  a  joy  in  i t s e l f ,  fo r  t he re  i s  someth ing  f r i end ly  and  
chee r fu l  abou t  a  f i r e  (under  con t ro l )  wi th  i t ' s  snap  and  c rack le  a s  the  
smoke  d r i f t s  f rom the  s t ack  in to  the  c r i sp  morn ing  a i r .  As  he  goes  abou t  
c l ean ing  and  o i l ing ,  t he  wa te r  beg ins  to  s immer  and  s ing ,  and  f rom a  
mass  o f  s t ee l  th i s  mons te r  ac tua l ly  seems  to  come  to  l i f e .  

He  t akes  ano the r  tu rn  a t  the  f i r e  be fo re  go ing  in to  b reakfas t ,  such  
a s  you  ge t  on ly  on  the  fa rm.  By  the  t ime  he  re tu rns ,  t he  p ressu re  has  
s t a r t ed  to  ra i se .  He  g ives  ano the r  poke  a t  the  f i r e ,  opens  a  s t eam va lve  
tha t  sends  a  s t rong  d raugh t  up  the  s t ack .  Wi th  a  migh ty  roa r ,  wh ich  
s t a r t l e s  t he  horses  and  ca t t l e ,  t he  mons te r  cha l l enges  the  wor ld .  

As  the  f i r e  p icks  up ,  t he  p ressu re  inc reases  qu ick ly .  The  b lower  i s  
c losed ,  and  the  mons te r  i s  s i l en t  now excep t  fo r  a  s l igh t  sound  of  
e scap ing  s t eam as  i f  i t  were  b rea th ing .  You  have  a  sense  o f  i t ' s  be ing  
a l ive ,  wa i t ing  to  go  a t  your  command .  From fa r  and  nea r  ne ighbors  a re  
ca l l ed  to  ac t ion  wi th  a  long  b las t  o f  i t s  ch iming  whis t l e .  

I t  i s  a  keen  sensa t ion  to  open  the  th ro t t l e  o f  a  s t eam eng ine .  L i t t l e  
by  l i t t l e  you  open  i t ,  a l lowing  the  wa te r  t o  e scape  f rom the  cy l inde r .  A  
p leasan t  odor  a r i ses  a s  the  o i l  d r ips  on to  the  bo i l e r  and  f r i e s .  I t  t h r i l l s  
you  to  look  a t  th i s  we l l  des igned  mach ine ,  t o  wa tch  the  eng ine  tu rn  
over ,  t o  hea r  the  sound  of  i t ' s  vo ice  a s  i t  exhaus t s ,  and  to  fee l  i t ' s  l i f e  and  
power  a s  you  opera te  the  con t ro l s .  These  a re  the  th ings  tha t  ge t  under  
your  sk in  and  s t ay  wi th  you  a lways .  

Al l  t h rough  the  day  th i s  mons te r  o f  s t ee l  wou ld  de fy  a l l  mank ind  to  
s top  i t ,  on ly  to  ba rk  i t ' s  cha l l enge  louder  i f  t hey  shou ld  t ry .  Whi le  t o  the  
opera to r  eve ry  chore  was  a  joy  a s  he ,  by  tu rns ,  s toked  the  f i r e ,  opened  
the  wa te r - feed ,  and  wa tched  the  gauges .  Day  a f t e r  day ,  yea r  a f t e r  yea r  
th i s  f a i th fu l  se rvan t  o f  man  pe r fo rmed  i t ' s  du ty .  And  you  ask :  "What  i s  
t he re  so  in te res t ing  abou t  a  s t eam t rac t ion  eng ine?"  



Great Western upright gas 2 cycle engine. Very few were used in our area. 4 
horse power. 





A fa rmer  gazed  wi th  heavy  f rown 
DDf t  Qf t iun  Upon  h i s  t r ac to r ,  b roken  down,  
\JKAL wUfUj Then hastened to the nearest town 

To  buy  repa i r s .  
He  to ld  the  repa i r  man  of  h i s  woe  
And  how much  land  he  had  to  sow.  
Bu t  no t  a  number  d id  he  know 

Nor  seemed  to  ca re .  
"The  pa r t  I  wan t , "  he  wise ly  sa id ;  
" I s  ho l lowed  ou t  and  pa in ted  red ,  

Bu t  I f o rgo t .  
I t  ho lds  the  th ing-a -bob  in  p l ace  
Abou t  in  inch  f rom tha t  long  b race  
Tha t  f a s t ens  to  the  b ig  ma in  case  

and  keeps  i t  s e t .  
"You  su re ly  know jus t  wha t  I mean-
I t  b roke  be fo re  on  th i s  mach ine ;  
The  wha t -you-ca l l - i t  i s  be tween  

And  jus t  beh ind ;  
The  th ing  tha t  moves  a long  l ike  tha t ,  
Abou t  a s  b ig  a s  th i s  o ld  ha t  
Would  be  i f  you  would  smash  i t  f l a t ,  

I  t h ink  you ' l l  f ind . "  
The  repa i r  s ighed  and  shook  h i s  head .  
" I  don ' t  know wha t  you  mean , "  he  sa id ,  
"We ' l l  have  to  sea rch  the  ex t ra  shed  

so  come  a long .  
I f  you  would  on ly  t ax  your  b ra in  
So  the  number  you 'd  re t a in ,  
Or  b r ing  the  o ld  pa r t  in ,  ' t i s  p l a in  

You 'd  no t  go  wrong . "  
F rom end  to  end  he  sea rched  the  b ins ;  
C lawed  over  cas t ings ,  bo l t s  and  p ins  
And  sk inned  h i s  f inge r s  and  h i s  sh ins ,  

I t  made  h im cuss ,  
Bu t  s t i l l  he  sea rched ,  wi th  s ink ing  hea r t  
He  saw h i s  d inner  t ime  depar t  
And  in  t he  l a s t  b in  found  the  pa r t .  

'Twas  eve r  thus .  
"Tha t ' s  i t , "  t he  fa rmer  c r i ed  wi th  g lee ;  
" I  t hough t  ' twas  number  th i r ty - th ree .  
Now wha t ' s  t he  p r i ce  o f  t ha t  t o  me?  

Grea t  jumping  Ca t s !  
No t  fo r ty  do l l a r s?  an  awfu l  r a t e  
For  a  da rned  l i t t l e  th ing  tha t ' s  go t  no  we igh t  — 

Oh ,  we l l ,  j u s t  pu t  i t  on  the  s l a t e . "  



lim tot 10 TJuMgo 

1. Take time to think — It is the source of powers. 

2. Take time to work — It is the price of success. 

3. Take time to read — It is the fountain of knowledge. 

4. Take time to worship — It is the highway to reverence and washes the 
dust of earth from our eyes. 

5. Take time to help and enjoy friends — It is the source of happiness. 

6. Take time to love — It is the one sacrament of life. 

7. Take time to dream — It hitches the soul to the stars. 

8. Take time to laugh — It is the singing that helps with life loads. 

9. Take time to play — It is the secret of youth. 

10. Take time to plan — It is the secret of being able to have time for the 
first nine things. 



I t  happened  on  the  o ld  Buf fa lo ,  Roches te r  & P i t t sburgh ,  a  
Y-shaped  l ine ,  pe r fec t ly  desc r ibed  by  i t ' s  name ,  wi th  the  Y d ive rg ing  
a t  Eas t  Sa lamanca ,  N.Y.  Th i s  l ine  has  long  s ince  been  absorbed  in to  
the  Ba l t imore  & Ohio  sys tem.  

And  i t  was  abou t  f i f ty  mi le s  sou th  o f  Roches te r ,  N .Y. ,  on  the  eas t  
b ranch  o f  t he  Y;  S i lve r  Lake  Junc t ion ,  N .Y.  Heavy  t r a ins  o f  coa l  ro l l ed  
down ou t  o f  t he  Pennsy lvan ia  moun ta ins  in to  Roches te r ,  w i th  the  
emptys  be ing  d ragged  back  up  in to  the  h i l l s ;  t r a ins  o f  merchand i se  
and  misce l l aneous  f r e igh t  moving  bo th  ways .  

A  Sa tu rday  n igh t  dur ing  the  summer  of  1900 .  Abou t  s ix ty  empty  
coa l  ca r s  doub le -headed  by  two  Conso l ida t ions  (2 -8 -0  types ) ,  t he  
p reva i l ing  f r e igh t  power  o f  t ha t  day ;  runn ing  a s  Ex t ra  622  Wes t .  

The  o the r  t r a in  was  a  merchand i se ,  Number  86 ,  a  regu la r  t r a in  
on  the  t ime- tab le ,  bu t  wi th  on ly  abou t  th i r ty  ca r s ,  runn ing  nor thward  
down h i l l ,  bu t ,  in  keep ing  wi th  ra i l road  ope ra t ion  s t andards ,  
des igna ted  a s  an  eas tbound .  

Crews  o f  bo th  t r a ins  had  cop ies  o f  a  t r a in  o rde r  which  read :  
"Number  86 ,  eng ine  627 ,  t ake  s id ing ,  mee t  Ex t ra  622  Wes t  a t  S i lve r  
Lake  Junc t ion . "  

Th i s  was  a  good  o rde r ,  even  i f  i t  d id  s ide - t r ack  a  regu la r  t r a in  fo r  
an  ex t ra .  The  d i spa tche r  i s su ing  the  o rde r  had  in  mind  bo th  the  
we igh t  o f  t he  t r a in  o f  empt ie s  buck ing  a  s t i f f  g rade ,  and  the  l igh te r  
merchand i se  t r a in  go ing  down h i l l .  He  was  he lp ing  the  t r a in  o f  
empt ie s  wi thou t  hur t ing  the  o the r .  The  s id ing  a t  S i lve r  Lake  Junc t ion  
was  long  enough  to  ho ld  Number  86 ;  wou ld  no t  have  he ld  the  ex t ra  
t r a in .  The  d i spa tche r  knew h i s  bus iness .  

The  hour  was  l a t e .  Ex t ra  622  ro l l ed  th ru  Warsaw,  N.Y. ,  6 .2  mi le s  
nor th  o f  S i lve r  Lake  Junc t ion ,  and  312  fee t  lower ;  t he  two  eng ines  
rea l ly  b i t ing  in to  the  ra i l s  t o  keep  the  long  d rag  o f  empt ie s  on  the  
move .  Af te r  abou t  two  mi les ,  bo th  eng inee r s  saw wha t  appea red  to  
be  an  eng ine  head l igh t  r igh t  in  t he i r  f aces .  Bo th  shu t  o f f  s t eam;  the  
t r a in  s topped  a lmos t  immedia te ly ,  a s  two  f i r emen  and  one  b rakeman  
sea rched  fo r  a  so f t  spo t  to  l and ,  no t  easy  to  f ind ,  because  they  were  
runn ing  th ru  a  rock-wa l l ed  cu t ,  so  common in  tha t  pa r t  o f  t he  
coun t ry .  Befo re  they  cou ld  whis t l e  the  conduc to r  t o  come  fo rward ,  
t he  head l igh t  (? )  d i sappeared .  The  eng inee r  o f  t he  l ead  eng ine  
whis t l ed  the  f l agman  to  re tu rn ,  and  bo th  eng inee r s ,  exper t s  in  t he  
hand l ing  o f  heavy  t r a ins ,  managed  to  ge t  t he  t r a in  o f  empt ie s  moving  
aga in .  



Laborous ly  c l imbing  in to  Rock  Glen ,  4 .5  mi le s  nor th  o f  Warsaw,  
t he  mys te r ious  head l igh t  sudden ly  showed  aga in ;  th i s  t ime  so  c lose  
tha t  t he  head  b rakeman  swore  tha t  he  cou ld  see  the  two  s lo t s  in  t he  
r e f l ec to r  wh ich  pe rmi t s  t he  l igh t  t o  i l lumina te  the  eng ine  number  
p la t e s !  (No ,  he  d id  no t  see  an  eng ine  number ,  no r  d id  anyone  hea r  
t he  sound  of  an  eng ine  exhaus t ,  a f t e r  they  aga in  shu t  o f f  s t eam. )  
And ,  jus t  a s  sudden ly ,  t he  head  I i gh t (  ? )  van i shed  aga in .  

I t  was  a  somewha t  j i t t e ry  and  f rus t r a t ed  t r a in  c rew,  wi th  two  
eng ine  c rews ,  who  dragged  the i r  t r a in  the  remain ing  1 .7  mi les  ( and  
110  fee t  upward! )  in to  S i lve r  Lake  Junc t ion ,  where  Number  86 ,  wi th  
head l igh t  covered ,  wa i t ed  fo r  them in  the  s ide  t r ack .  

There  was ,  na tu ra l ly ,  a  hea ted  ag rument .  The  Ext ra ' s  t r a in  and  
eng inemen  swore  up  and  down tha t  Number  86 ' s  c rew had  
over looked  the  t r a in  o rde r  and  s t a r t ed  down h i l l ;  t hen ,  d i scover ing  
the i r  e r ro r ,  had  backed  up  in to  S i lve r  Lake  Junc t ion .  The  c rew on  
Number  86  jus t  a s  vehement ly  den ied  i t .  They  to ld  the  c rew of  ex t ra  
t ha t  they  had  "been  d r ink ing  the  wrong  b rand" ;  o r  tha t  " they  had  l e t  
t he i r  imag ina t ions  ge t  the  bes t  o f  t hem."  The  a rgument  o f  t he  c rew of  
Number  86  he ld .  Reason  to ld  eve ryone  tha t ,  even  wi thou t  emergency  
whis t l e  s igna l s ,  o r  t he  g la re  o f  r ed  fuses ,  i t  wou ld  have  been  
imposs ib le  fo r  one  eng ine  to  PUSH Number  86  back  up  the  h i l l  
w i thou t  a  heavy  exhaus t .  

And ,  dur ing  the  l a t e  1930 ' s ,  w i th  t en  o f  t he  th i r t een  t r a in  and  
eng ine  men  invo lved  dead ;  the  remain ing  th ree  pens ioned ,  a s  were  
two  sec t ion  men ,  the  s to ry  came  ou t !  

Two young  sec t ion  hands  had  "bor rowed"  the  sec t ion  gang ' s  
handcar  a t  Rock  Glen ,  and  ro l l ed  down the  h i l l  t o  a t t end  a  dance  a t  
Warsaw.  They  had  a  l ine  on  the  regu la r  t r a ins ,  and  were  t ak ing  a  
chance  on  any  ex t ras .  They  go t  down to  Warsaw wi thou t  inc iden t ,  
and  s t a r t ed  back  a t  a  l a t e  hour ,  pumping  ha rd  to  ge t  t o  Rock  Glen  in  
t he  f ace  o f  Number  86 ,  when  they  were  a lmos t  ove r t aken  by  the  
ex t ra .  They  had  an  o ld  s ty le  "hay  burne r"  l an te rn ,  wh ich  they  tu rned  
to  the i r  r ea r ,  and ,  wi th  some  super -human  pumping ,  pu t  a  l i t t l e  
d i s t ance  and  a  s l igh t  cu rve  be tween  themse lves  and  the  pursu ing  
ex t ra  t r a in .  And ,  wi th  the  Ex t ra  622  aga in  c los ing  in  upon  them as  
they  approached  Rock  Glen ,  t hey  repea ted  the  pe r fo rmance  wi th  the  
o ld  "hay  burne r"  l an te rn ;  ga ined  a  l i t t l e  t ime ,  pu t  t he  handcar  away ,  
and  made  themse lves  sca rce .  (Wha t  the  head  b rakeman  on  the  ex t ra  
though t  were  re f l ec to r  s lo t s  may  have  been  the  ve r t i c l e  suppor t s  
which  he ld  the  upper  and  lower  pa r t s  o f  t he  l an te rn  toge the r . )  



There  hav ing  been  no  unreasonab le  de lay  to  exp la in ,  no  repor t  
was  made  to  ra i l road  o f f i c i a l s .  Nor  were  the re  any  in ju r i e s  t o  pe r sons ,  
no r  damage  to  company  p roper ty .  F ive  men  on  the  eng ines  o f  t he  
ex t ra ,  p lus  the  conduc to r  f rom h i s  cupa lo ,  s aw the  phan tom 
head l igh t .  Bu t ,  a f t e r  a  few war  whoops ,  t he  c rew on  the  ex t ra  
ce r t a in ly  r ea l i zed  tha t ,  wha teve r  i t  may  have  been  tha t  they  saw,  tha t  
i t  was  no t  Number  86 ' s  eng ine .  A  s ing le  eng ine ,  back ing  up  a  h i l l  and  
push ing  th i r ty  ca r s ,  wou ld  have  p roduced  some  ea r - sp l i t t i ng  exhaus t s ,  
bu t  none  of  t he  c rew on  the  ex t ra  HEARD any th ing  f rom wha t  they  
SAW.  Undoub ted ly ,  some  may  have  guessed  wha t  had  ac tua l ly  
happened ,  bu t  they  knew tha t  they  cou ld  no t  b r ing  a  "guess"  in to  an  
o f f i c i a l  i nves t iga t ion .  So  the  ma t t e r  l ay  dormant  fo r ty  yea r s  un t i l  t he  
misch ie f -makers ,  sa fe ly  pens ioned ,  " fe s sed  up" .  

Now,  fo r  an  ins t ance  o f  a  t r agedy ,  p lus  the  i rony  which  
accompan ied  i t :  F i f ty -p lus  yea r s  ago ,  on  the  Missour i  Pac i f i c ,  an  
excurs ion  t r a in ,  runn ing  a s  a  passenger  ex t ra ,  was  ready  to  l eave  a  
t e rmina l .  The  conduc to r  de l ive red  the  o rde r s  t o  the  eng inee r ,  and ,  in  
t he  p resence  o f  t he  res t  o f  t he  c rew,  r emarked :  "We ' l l  go  to  Jewe t t  
fo r  Number  Four . "  

Af te r  the i r  eng ine  had  been  cu t  apa r t  f rom Number  Four ' s  
eng ine ,  and  the  dead  bur i ed ,  bu t  the  in ju red  s t i l l  i n  hosp i t a l s ,  i nqu i ry  
e s t ab l i shed  tha t  t he  conduc to r  had  f igured  h i s  mee t  wi th  Number  
Four  f rom a  p rev ious  t ime  t ab le !  

Had  any  one  member  o f  t he  c rew on  the  passenger  ex t ra  t aken  
ou t  h i s  t ime  t ab le  and  doub le -checked  Number  Four ' s  new schedu le ,  
th i s  d i sas t e r  wou ld  have  been  ave r t ed !  

J .  B .  Ca in  
220  E 140 th  PI .  
Do l ton ,  I I .  60419  



Dan Patch engine 6>'2 h.p. restored by Harold Hansen. The Dan Patch engine 
was manufactured by M. W. Savage. He named the engine after his famous 
race horse, Dan Patch, and sold them through his mail order house, M. W. 
Savage Co. The 4 h.p. and larger were called Dan Patch and the smaller 
engines of less than 4 h.p. were named Dassle Patch, after another race horse 

of his. 

This picture was taken of Clarence and Milton Martinson coming home from 
school in 1924 near Elbow, Saskatchewan, Canada by the Saskatchewan River. 
They had 5 miles to school one way. Bill won some races against the neighbor 

boys' horse and buggy even though he was slow. 



Dahlman and his model Case engine. Really a nice model, not too small 

Case model separator built by Dahlman. Real nice on these two machines. 





Seven Oil Full tractors, from the largest to the small one, all at the show. They 
are shedded in the various buildings on the grounds. 

Henry Johnson's 30 h.p. Huber steam engine. It has a butt strap boiler and is 
one of the five Huber engines steamed at the shows. 



Minnesota Chief hand feed straw carrier separator. This machine is about 100 
years old and is one of the oldest in the state. 

When the  f i r s t  t h resh ing  mach ine  was  inven ted  i t  was  cons ide red  
the  g rea tes t  l abor  save r  fo r  th resh ing  g ra in .  P rev ious  to  th i s  t ime  the  
g ra in  was  th reshed  ou t  o f  t he  heads  o f  t he  s t r aw wi th  a  f l a i l  o r  by  d r iv ing  
the  ca t t l e  back  and  fo r th  ove r  the  un th reshed  g ra in ,  t r ampl ing  the  
ke rne l s  ou t  o f  t he  g ra in .  The  f l a i l  had  a  wooden  hand le  abou t  f ive  f ee t  
long  un to  which  was  a  s l igh t ly  heav ie r  p i ece  o f  wood  abou t  two  fee t  
long ,  a t t ached  wi th  a  p iece  o f  l ea the r  s t r ap  ac t ing  a s  a  h inge .  

The  un th reshed  g ra in  wou ld  be  p laced  on  some  hard  g round  o r  a  
th resh ing  f loor .  The  heads  o f  t he  g ra in  wou ld  then  be  bea ten  which  
would  th resh  the  g ra in  ou t  o f  t he  heads .  To  c lean  the  g ra in  f rom d i r t  and  
chaf f  i t  wou ld  be  tossed  in to  the  a i r  on  a  windy  day ,  when  the  wind  
would  b low the  l igh te r  d i r t  and  cha f f  away .  Th i s  was  a  s low process  and  
ha rd  work .  I f  a  man  had  a  lo t  o f  g ra in  to  th resh  i t  wou ld  have  to  be  done  
ins ide  on  a  th resh ing  f loor  because  i t  wou ld  t ake  the  mos t  pa r t  o f  t he  
win te r .  



The  f i r s t  t h resh ing  mach ines  were  power  d r iven  e i the r  by  horse  
power  o r  by  a  s t eam th reshe r  eng ine .  Befo re  the  inven t ion  o f  t he  se l f  
f eede r  and  au tomat i c  we igher  and  b lower ,  t he  mach ine  requ i red  qu i t e  a  
c rew to  opera te  i t ,  depend ing  on  the  s i ze  o f  t he  mach ine  and  the  horse  
power  d r iv ing  i t .  

Two men  would  p i t ch  the  bund les  f rom the  s t acked  g ra in  un to  a  
p la t fo rm where  two  boys  o r  two  men  band  cu t t e r s  wou ld  cu t  the  band  
on  the  bund les  and  one  man  would  then  feed  i t  i n to  the  cy l inde r .  The  
th reshed  g ra in  then  would  be  conveyed  by  a  shaker  t rough  to  a  one-ha l f  
bushe l  measure  p laced  in  a  box  on  the  g round .  One  man  was  requ i red  
to  rep lace  the  fu l l  ha l f  bushe l  measure  wi th  an  empty .  Ano the r  man  
would  empty  the  fu l l  measure  in to  a  g ra in  co t ton  one  and  one  ha l f  
bushe l  bag ,  who  would  then  p lace  i t  i n  t he  wagon ,  t o  be  hau led  to  the  
g rana ry  fo r  s to rage .  

I t  wou ld  requ i re  one  man  wi th  an  ox  o r  a  horse  on  each  end  of  a  
long  po le  to  buck  the  s t r aw away  f rom the  rea r  o f  t he  sepa ra to r  
( th resh ing  mach ine ) .  Bes ides  these  men  i t  wou ld  requ i re  one  man  and  
t eam to  hau l  t he  th reshed  g ra in  t o  the  g ra ina ry ,  where  ano the r  man  a t  
t he  g rana ry  would  he lp  ca r ry  the  g ra in  bags  in to  the  g rana ry .  The  eng ine  
would  requ i re  one  eng inee r ,  one  f i r eman  and  one  wa te r  hau le r .  

— by  George  Schervey  



30—60 Aultman Taylor engine ready for the parade. 

Plowing with the 40—80 Minneapolis gas tractor about 1912 model. 



22 h.p. Avery undermounted steam engine about 1910 model owned by Henry 
Johnson. 



Nobel Nelson, mayor of Dalton, having a ride in the wagon during the parade 
uptown. 

Scherveg and his Reo car. 



Earl Nelson's 15 h.p. Fairbanks Morse belted to the shingle mill. 



Croll corn shredder. These machines were used over vast parts of our country 
where corn was raised. Most of the shredding was done in late fall or winter. 

The fodder was blown into a pile and fed to the cattle during the winter. 

John Neprud's wood splitting rig all made up by John. He is from the Rollag 
show but comes and helps us each year. 



40 h.p. natural gas engine used in the oil fields of Montana. Was in excellent 
condition. It is a two cycle and has a 12x15 cylinder. 

25 h.p. Gaar Scott double cylinder steam engine No. 15206. Built in 1911. Used in 
the Dalton area since 1919. Used mostly for threshing. 



Often Taii County Hwhwcat Society 
"What ' s  new tha t ' s  o ld  a t  the  Ot te r  Ta i l  Coun ty  His to r i ca l  

Soc ie ty?"  One  th ing  tha t  i s  new i s  t he  museum.  The  museum 
comple ted  in  Oc tober  o f  1973  o f fe r s  a  look  a t  the  new and  o ld  in  a  
un ique  se t t ing .  

The  bu i ld ing  i s  des igned  in  a  s imple  modern  s ty le .  The  lobby ,  
o f f i ce ,  and  l ib ra ry  combine  the  func t ions  o f  t he  museum and  soc ie ty  
in  a  warm ea r th - tone  se t t ing .  Aged  wood  and  f i e ld  s tone  complement  
the  s imple  l ine  des ign .  

In  t he  l a rge  d i sp lay  a rea  the  h i s to ry  o f  O t t e r  Ta i l  Coun ty  unfo lds  
beg inn ing  wi th  the  ea r ly  l and  fo rmat ion ,  na tu ra l  h i s to ry ,  wi ld l i f e ,  and  
human  hab i t a t ion  exh ib i t s .  V i sua l ly  p leas ing  and  eas i ly  unders tood ,  
the  d i sp lays  ca r ry  the  chrono logy  th rough  the  Ind ian  pe r iod  and  the  
ea r ly  indus t r i e s  o f  fu r  t r ad ing  and  lumber ing .  A  d i sp lay  on  Old  
CI i the ra l I ,  t he  f i r s t  pe rmanen t  whi t e  se t t l emen t ,  r e l a t e s  t he  s to ry  o f  a  
band  of  La t t e r  Day  Sa in t s  who  es tab l i shed  the i r  home  a t  CI i the ra l I .  

The  coun ty ' s  domes t i c  l i f e  i s  dep ic ted  th rough  a  g l impse  in to  
common per iod  rooms  —a k i t chen ,  pa r lo r ,  weav ing  room,  and  
bedroom.  The  one  room schoo l ;  t he  coun t ry  church ;  the  b lacksmi th  
and  ca rpen te r  shops ;  and  the  genera l  s to re  and  pos t  o f f i ce  por t r ay  
cen te r s  o f  ea r ly  communi ty  l i f e .  



The  impor tance  o f  ag r i cu l tu re  emerges  to  become  the  mains tay  
o f  ex i s t ence  fo r  mos t  o f  O t t e r  Ta i l  Coun ty  re s iden t s .  Through  an  
ana lys i s  o f  t ypes  o f  so i l ,  a  ba rnyard  se t t ing  wi th  the  complementa ry  
ag r i cu l tu ra l  implement s  — p lows ,  mower ,  r eape r ,  and  smal l  hand  
too l s  —the  con t r ibu t ion  o f  ag r i cu l tu re  i s  no ted .  

Ear ly  t r anspor ta t ion ,  mi l l ing ,  wa te r  power ,  e l ec t r i c i ty ,  communi ­
ca t ion ,  f i r e  f igh t ing  equ ipment ,  t he  mi l i t a ry ,  and  med ica l  
advancements  fu r the r  demons t ra t e  the  coun ty ' s  indus t r i a l  ac t iv i ty .  

A  co rne r  co l l ec t ion  wi th  pho tographs  and  the  homely  ob jec t s  o f  
da i ly  l i f e  r eca l l s  p ionee r  exper i ences  in  O t t e r  Ta i l  Coun ty .  

The  mul t i -purpose  room which  fo l lows  the  co rne r  co l l ec t ion  
houses  spec ia l  exh ib i t s  o f  l a rge  and  smal l  i t ems  re l a t ing  to  a  
pa r t i cu la r  theme .  Themes  va ry  th roughou t  the  yea r  r ang ing  f rom 
woodwork ing ,  c iv i l  war ,  Chr i s tmas ,  and  home  c ra f t s .  The  exh ib i t s  a re  
o f t en  ac t iva ted  wi th  c ra f t  and  a r t  demons t ra t ions  r e l a t ing  to  the  
themes .  

The  soc ie ty  hos t s  many  p rograms  in  con junc t ion  wi th  the  
museum d i sp lays .  Cra f t  demons t ra t ions ,  genea log ica l  workshops ,  
f i lms  and  educa t iona l  p rograms ,  a  vo lun tee r  co rps ,  pub l i ca t ions ,  o ra l  
h i s to ry  t ap ings  p lus  many  o the r s  a re  a l l  p rograms  p rov ided  by  the  
h i s to r i ca l  soc ie ty .  The  soc ie ty  ma in ta ins  a  smal l  l ib ra ry  wi th  a  
co l l ec t ion  o f  books ,  manusc r ip t s ,  newspapers ,  and  b iograph ica l  
ma te r i a l s  r e l a t ing  to  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  loca l  r eg ion .  

The  Ot te r  Ta i l  Coun ty  His to r i ca l  Soc ie ty ' s  museum and  p rograms  
have  a l l  been  made  poss ib le  th rough  the  e f fo r t s  and  t a l en t s  o f  many  
loca l  r e s iden t s  in  the i r  conce rn  tha t  the  soc ie ty  migh t  r ep resen t  and  
se rve  the  communi ty .  The  popu la r i ty  o f  t he  museum and  p rograms  in  
the  a rea  has  demons t ra t ed  a  new in te res t  in  t he  o ld .  

The  hours  o f  t he  museum,  which  i s  l oca ted  a t  Fe rgus  Fa l l s ,  
Minneso ta ,  a re  11 :00  p .m.  to  5 :00  p .m.  Monday  th rough  Fr iday  and  
1 :00  p .m.  to  4 :00  p .m.  Sa tu rdays  and  Sundays .  Tours  can  be  made  by  
appo in tmen t .  



Stony of} Gmyo Mby 
-  AGE 78  

The idea  to  have  a  "Thresh ing  Bee"  was  insp i red  by  a  smal l  
adver t i sement  tha t  he  saw in  the  Fergus  Fa l l s  Journa l  back  in  1953 .  A 
Mr .  Joe  Rinda ,  who George  cons idered  the  Granddaddy of  a l l  r eunions ,  
f rom Montgomery ,  Mn. ,  was  go ing  to  have  a  Thresh ing  Reunion  a t  h i s  
p lace .  George  drove  down to  tha t  reunion  and  on  the  way home he  
dec ided  tha t  come next  fa l l ,  he  was  going  to  shock  h is  g ra in  and  thresh .  

Along  wi th  George ' s  b ro ther ,  Ra lph ,  and  the i r  nephew,  Kenneth  
Bra tvold ,  the  f i r s t  "Thresh ing  Bee"  came in to  be ing  on  George ' s  fa rm 
4Va miles  sou theas t  of  Dal ton .  They  had  6  s tacks  to  thresh  wi th  George ' s  
Minneapol i s  separa tor  wi th  wing  car r ie rs ,  and  powered  by  s team.  

George  was  fasc ina ted  wi th  the  500  p lus  people  tha t  came as  fa r  
nor th  as  Glyndon and  as  fa r  sou th  as  Albany  and  roamed around h is  10  
acre  f ie ld .  

This  was  a  one  day  event  wi thout  any  adver t i s ing .  The  next  two 
years ,  they  he ld  i t  fo r  two days  and  added  a  lo t  more  equipment  and  
adver t i sed  the  shows.  I t  was  es t imated  tha t  3 ,000  people  were  presen t  a t  
the  3rd  show.  The  Thresher ' s  Club  had  grown and  more  he lp  was  needed  
for  var ious  jobs  so  they  were  looking  for  a  sponsor .  The  Dal ton  
Communi ty  Club  wanted  to  sponsor  the  show and  have  been  to  da te .  
The  Club  leased  land  near  Dal ton  the  4 th  year  and  the  show has  been  
he ld  there  ever  s ince .  

The  Lake  Region  P ioneer  Threshermen ' s  Assn .  have  recent ly  
purchased  the  land  and  severa l  bu i ld ing  over  the  years  have  been  
e rec ted  on  i t .  The i r  annual  3  day  show is  he ld  the  2nd  weekend in  
September .  The  f i r s t  show was  in tended  to  br ing  the  pas t  up  to  the  
presen t ,  to  show the  young what  the  genera t ions  pas t  used  and  a l so  to  
sa t i s fy  the  o ld ,  who love  the  s team engine  and  a l l  the  o ld  t rac tors ,  
which  George  sure ly  does .  A dream of  George ' s ,  i s  to  see  s team powered  
t rac tors  on  the  fa rm some day .  

George  reca l l s  the  f i r s t  s team car  in  Ashby in  the  year  1914 .  His  
equipment  inc ludes :  1923  Gaar -Scot t ,  Ra lph  and  George  own an  
Advance  Rumely ,  Advance  16 ,  22  Keck-Gonnerman,  hand- fed  th resh ing  
machine ,  15  H.P .  Fa i rbanks  gas  engine ,  8  H.P .  Ful le r  Johnson  gas  
engine ,  6  H.P .  Fa i rbanks  Morse  gas  engine ,  Vi  doz .  gas  engines  and  a  
shed  fu l l  o f  smal l  s tu f f .  



George has been a blacksmith, carpenter, farmer and now in his 
retiring years, putts around in his well equipped shop on his farm. He is 
married and has six children and you can see everyone of them on the 
grounds during the reunion with the boys helping right along side their 
dad. 

Pimm SoliUm 
The rustic rolling ox cart 
lumbered steadily on the plains 
as they slowly moved westward 
In the hot sun and chilly rains. 

Pioneers seem to be driven 
by the urge of going West. 
The pioneers moved on the prairie 
to the Wild and Woolie West. 

With the will to explore and conquer, 
With hand and heart to succeed. 
They claimed their homesteads 
under the ruling power's seal. 

Cabins were not at all that roomy 
Hours of work was hard, 
but never did you hear them grumble 
about their faith was unfair and hard. 

Some lived to see the glory 
by the sunshine and by the rain, 
others died rejoicing 
knowing the labor was not in vain. 



Windmill repairing by Harold Hansen and David Hanson. This is a 14 ft. wheel 
and is made for power instead of pumping water like most windmills. 

The job is done. Only some oiling or checking and down they come hoping 
everything works out o.k. 



1915 firetruck in the parade uptown. Iver Hanson is the driver. Truck belongs to 
Milton Martinson, our club president. 



Mrs. Thea Moller, 93 years old. receiving the award for being the oldest at the 
show. 

Allan Fenner of Upsala on his Dad's 18—36 Hart Parr. 



1 
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The boiler that generates steam for the stationary engines This boiler was 
purchased from the Vergas Creamery, \ergas, Mn. 

Glenn Risbrudt's "hot rod". It is used to saw wood at the show each year. Glenn 
built this machine in his shop on the tarm. 



Plowing with a Case engine and an eight bottom plow with drag behind. This 
picture was taken at Hettinger, N.D., 1913. 

Our large museum building and tractors and steam engines parked in front of 
the building. 



Part of the crowd watching the grand parade of steam and gas tractors. The big 
36 h.p. Rumely is up ahead. 

Sawing lumber with Ray Erickson's 65 Case engine and Kenneth Bratvold's saw 
mill. We have hundreds of logs to saw this summer. 



25—50 Twin City tractor about 1908-1910 model. One of the first tractors of this 
type were built by Twin City Mfg. Co. 

David Hanson's Minneapolis Universal tractor 1910 model. 



J0,,n DeCTe g3S engtaeS' 3re '» — 

16 h.p. Advanced steam owned by George Melby. This is the only 16 h 
engine on the grounds. 



35 h.p. Nichols and Shepard steam. One of the very few left in operation. 
This engine was bought from Perleberg at Willmar, Mn. 



Elsworth Grahn and helper with his combination saw and lath mill. Ellsworth 
lives near Vergas and has helped with the show for many seasons. 

Elton Helleckson on the 25 h.p. Gaar Scott single cylinder engine. 
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22 h.p. Keck Gorman steam engine owned by George Melby. This engine was 
sold mostly in the eastern states and very few were sold in this part of the 

country. 



A few Model T Ford cars and trucks. Some are used to haul grain at the show. 

rhCH'TED 
cdaTOR^ 

Shingle mill in operation at the show operated by John Nyperud and David 
Hanson. 



School time at the show. Teachers teach children at the old school house. 

Four drive locomotive which we have 011 the grounds but have not found track 
as of yet, but expect to have it running some day soon. 



Pumping engine used in pumping water from the mines at Iron Mountain, Mi. 
The cylinders are high pressure 50 inches, low pressure 100 inches. Has a 120 
stroke, 11 r.p.m. Pump rods were 8 inches in diameter and 7 inches in diameter. 
28 inch pump cylinder, 28 inch discharge. Pumping 3400 gallons per minute or 
5,000,000 per day. Flywheel is 40 ft. diameter. Weight of the engine, 160 tons. 



o-'-N-in.'nu 

25—85 Nichols and Shepard steam, one of the last engines built by this 
company. Bought at Bird City, Ks. and is in excellent condition. 

Harold Hansen's 20 h.p. diesel engine bought in Dakota, used in an elevator. 
Harold overhauled it completely and it runs fine. 



Tractors, gas engines, any size, grain separator and what not, all in operation. 



Tkc 9njficfo>t 

There  i s  no  mach ine  used  in  s t eam eng inee r ing  tha t  i s  more  
d i f f i cu l t  t o  unders t and  than  the  in jec to r .  

I t  s eems  inc red ib le  tha t  a  mach ine  can  be  cons t ruc ted  which  wi l l  
t ake  up  a  l a rge  quan t i ty  o f  wa te r  and  then  go  back  aga in  in to  the  bo i l e r  
aga ins t  t he  p ressu re  f rom which  i t  s t a r t ed .  At  f i r s t  s igh t ,  i t  l ooks  to  be  o f  
t he  same  na tu re  a s  a  pe rpe tua l  mot ion  mach ine ,  and  i t  was  cons ide red  
in  t h i s  l igh t  by  the  Uni t ed  S ta te s  Pa ten t  Commiss ioner  when  i t  was  
submi t t ed  to  h im fo r  l e t t e r s  o f  pa ten t .  In  f ac t  he  re fused ,  so  i t  i s  s a id ,  t o  
g ran t  a  pa ten t  un t i l  he  had  ac tua l ly  seen  i t  i n  ope ra t ion .  

The  in jec to r ,  by  the  way ,  i s  a  compara t ive ly  new mach ine .  I t  was  
inven ted  by  Mr .  Henry  Ci f fo rd ,  a  F renchman ,  abou t  the  yea r  1857 ,  and  
i t s  manufac to r  was  begun  in  th i s  coun t ry  in  1860 ,  by  Wm.  Se l l e r s  & Co .  
o f  Ph i l ade lph ia .  

The  p r inc ip le  o f  ac t ion  o f  t he  in jec to r  i s  no t  easy  to  exp la in  fu l ly  
wi thou t  a id  o f  some  advanced  mathemat ic s ;  however ,  t he  fo l lowing  
exp lana t ion  wi l l  answer  fa i r ly  we l l .  

Le t  B ,  F igure  1 ,  r ep resen t  a  c ross  sec t ion  o f  a  s t eam bo i l e r ;  C  and  D  
a re  p ipes  f i t t ed  wi th  va lves  which  communica te  wi th  the  wa te r  space  
and  s t em space  respec t ive ly .  We  wi l l  a s sume  a  s t eam pressu re  in  t he  
bo i l e r  o f  100  pounds  pe r  square  inch .  Now i f  va lve  C  were  opened ,  
wa te r  wou ld  f low ou t  wi th  a  ve loc i ty  o f  a  l i t t l e  more  than  121  fee t  pe r  
second ,  a  f igure  which  can  eas i ly  be  ve r i f i ed  by  anyone  hav ing  a  
knowledge  o f  t he  l aws  o f  f a l l ing  bod ies .  



I f  t he  va lve  D  be  open ,  wi th  s t eam pressu re  a s  be fo re ,  s t eam wi l l  
f low ou t  wi th  a  ve loc i ty  o f  2 ,200  f ee t  pe r  second .  We  may  say  rough ly  
tha t  s t eam f lowing  f rom a  bo i l e r  under  p ressu re  wi l l  have  a  ve loc i ty  o f  
f rom f i f t een  to  e igh teen  t imes  tha t  o f  t he  wa te r .  Th i s  r a t io  changes  
somewha t  under  va r ious  cond i t ions  a s  to  p ressu re  in  t he  bo i l e r  and  the  
p ressu re  aga ins t  wh ich  s t eam escapes .  

I f  now,  ins t ead  o f  a l lowing  the  s t eam to  escape  th rough  an  open  
p ipe  i t  were  made  to  pass  th rough  a  p ipe  E ,  hav ing  a  sec t ion  a t  F ,  t ha t  
cou ld  be  ins t an t ly  condensed  a t  tha t  po in t ,  t he  resu l t ing  s t r eam of  
wa te r ,  wh i l e  ve ry  much  smal l e r  than  the  s t r eam in  c ross  sec t ion ,  wou ld  
s t i l l  t r ave l  w i th  p rac t i ca l ly  t he  same  ve loc i ty ;  and  i f  t h i s  s t r eam were  
d i rec ted  back  in to  the  bo i l e r  i t  wou ld  have  no  t roub le  in  en te r ing  
the re in ,  s ince  i t  has  the  ve loc i ty  abou t  e igh teen  t imes  a s  g rea t  a s  tha t  o f  
t he  wa te r  which  opposes  i t s  en t rance .  S ince  th i s  s t r eam of  wa te r  has  
such  a  h igh  ve loc i ty  i t  cou ld  eas i ly  ca r ry  wi th  i t  a  cons ide rab le  ex t ra  
load ,  and  whi l e  i t s  ve loc i ty  wou ld  be  reduced  the reby ,  i t  wou ld  s t i l l  
have  su f f i c i en t  ve loc i ty  to  en te r  the  bo i l e r .  
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Cxp&uenm On Avuving in Tkid Ccunfotj 
— by  Glenn  Risb rud t  

Our  fo re fa the r s  had  many  in te res t ing  and  d i f f i cu l t  s i tua t ions  in  
the i r  jou rney  f rom the  "o ld  coun t ry"  to  the  "new Amer ica . "  Fo l lowing  i s  
an  a r t i c l e  wr i t t en  by  my  g randfa the r  in  t he  yea r  1914  on  h i s  exper i ences  
on  h i s  a r r iva l  in  th i s  coun t ry :  

I ,  Torke  Engebre t son  Risb rud t ,  was  born  on  the  (gaa rd )  f a rm home  
Foss  in  S igda l  on  Nov .  6 ,  1845  o f  pa ren t s  Engebre t  Torke l son  and  Kar i ,  
E l l e f ' s  daugh te r .  Bu t  even  tho  I was  born  on  Foss ,  I  d id  no t  have  any  
Ode l ' s  r igh t  ( inhe r i t ance  r igh t )  t he re ,  because  my  pa ren t s  were ,  t o  be  
su re ,  ex t remely  poor .  They  had  the i r  dwe l l ing  p lace  the re  on ly  a  shor t  
t ime  when  they  were  f i r s t  mar r i ed .  Af te r  th i s  they  wandered  abou t  f rom 
p lace  to  p lace  un t i l  1852  a t  which  t ime  they  rece ived  a  se rvan t  pos i t ion  
(husmansp ladsen)  a t  R i sb rud t  on  the  fa rm Tha les .  Here  they  remained  
un t i l  1861  when  we  le f t  fo r  Amer ica .  

I t  c an  be  re l a t ed  he re  tha t  my  g randfa the r ,  Torke l  O l sen  Risb rud t  
wen t  to  Amer ica  in  1852 .  Fa the r  then  s t epped  in  a s  husmand  ( se rvan t )  in  
h i s  p l ace  under  Lars  Tha les .  

I t  was  a t  R i sb rud t  t ha t  I r ece ived  my  br ing-up ,  bu t  wi th  go ing  to  
schoo l  i t  was  ve ry  meager  a s  the re  was  no  schoo l  house  in  t ha t  d i s t r i c t .  
Bu t  a  f ew yea r s  a f t e r  we  le f t  fo r  Amer ica  a  schoo l  house  was  bu i l t  on  
Eia r -Hi l l  i n  Engers roen .  Bu t  wha t  schoo l ing  I r ece ived  was  in  go ing  f rom 
fa rm to  fa rm,  and  wors t  o f  a l l  we  had  so  many  t eacher s .  

The  f i r s t  one  I wen t  to  schoo l  fo r  was  Thors t en  Thorson ,  bu t  he  was  
ins t a l l ed  a s  churchs inger  in  Eggeda l  and  a l so  r ece ived  a  t each ing  
pos i t ion  the re .  Nex t  we  had  a  Seminar i an ,  (Seminary  s tuden t )  bu t  I h ave  
fo rgo t t en  h i s  name .  I t  i s  enough  to  s t a t e  tha t  he  se rved  on ly  a  shor t  
t ime .  He  came  up  to  Nor th  Haga  fo r  Chr i s tmas  where  the re  was  a  young  
l ad ,  Chr i s topher  Haga ,  who  had  a  swe l l  t ro t t e r .  He  o f fe red  to  d r ive  the  
t eacher  ou t  to  Horgec reek  some  p lace ,  I  b e l i eve  i t  was .  Bu t  t o  the i r  
d i smay ,  the  i ce  was  no t  s t rong  enough  as  they  d rove  down on  the  
Endeberg ' s  wa te r  where  they  b roke  th rough  and  the  t eacher  d rowned .  I t  
was  jus t  so  ba re ly  tha t  Chr i s topher  was  ab le  to  save  h imse l f .  

Af te r  th i s ,  d i f f e ren t  f a rmers  conduc ted  schoo l  such  as  Lars  
Ha l s t en rud  and  Narve  Enger .  Then  a t  l a s t  we  had  a  subord ina te  o f f i ce r ,  
O le  Torge r son .  I  b e l i eve  tha t  he  l ived  somewhere  nea r  Nuvrud .  I t  i s  t o  
h im tha t  I am indeb ted  wi th  thank  tha t  I am ab le  to  wr i t e  a  l i t t l e .  He  was  
ve ry  good .  



In  t he  summer  o f  1860  I wen t  to  read  fo r  t he  Min i s t e r ,  a s  we  say ,  
and  I was  conf i rmed  in  t he  Holmes  church ,  Oc t .  14 th ,  1860  by  Old  S tub .  

As  I h ave  s t a t ed  p rev ious ly ,  g randfa the r  l e f t  fo r  Amer ica  in  1852 .  
Even  though  he  d id  no t  accompl i sh  any  g rea t  th ings  he re ,  he  d id  
manage  to  p rov ide  a  way  fo r  a l l  h i s  ch i ld ren  to  fo l low a f t e r  h im.  Fa the r  
was  the  l a s t  t o  rece ive  th i s  he lp ,  because  in  t hose  days  the re  were  
g rea te r  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t o  p repa re  fo r  such  a  journey  than  now.  

I t  t ook  p lace  in  th i s  manner .  I f  t he re  was  a  pa r ty  who  was  to  make  
the  t r ip  ac ross  and  they  had  su f f i c i en t  means  to  t ake  a  fami ly  wi th  them,  
then  an  a f f idav i t  was  sen t  ove r ,  o r  a s  we  say ,  a  no te  was  fu rn i shed  wi th  
two  s igna tu res ,  s t a t ing  tha t  t he  money  would  be  the re  when  they  
reached  the i r  des t ina t ion .  No t  a s  i t  i s  done  now when  they  s imply  buy  a  
t i cke t  and  then  send  i t  ove r  and  eve ry th ing  i s  r eady  and  c lea r .  Bu t  in  
t hose  days  i t  was  en t i r e ly  d i f f e ren t  in  t ha t  they  had  to  fu rn i sh  the i r  own  
food  p rov i s ions  fo r  many  weeks  over  the  ocean .  I t  can  be  re l a t ed  tha t  
we  le f t  R i sb rud t  t he  14 th  o f  Apr i l  and  d id  no t  come  to  Spr ing  Grove  
be fo re  the  15 th  o f  Ju ly .  The  reason  fo r  t ak ing  such  a  long  t ime  was  tha t  
Sh ip -Mas te r  Tof te  in  Drammen  d id  no t  have  enough  f re igh t  boa t s  to  
b r ing  in  a l l  t he  f re igh t  f rom var ious  pa r t s  and  to  ge t  eve ry th ing  a r ranged  
fo r  t he  passengers  in  r ead iness  to  l eave .  

We  d id  no t  l eave  Drammen  be fo re  the  17 th  o f  May  on  the  sh ip  
"Osca r"  under  the  command  of  Cap ta in  Chr i s t i an  Deckman .  We a r r ived  
a t  Quebec .  When  we  a r r ived  the re  a l l  ou r  food  was  consumed  nor  d id  
we  have  any  money  wi th  which  to  buy  any  food .  Th i s  happened  
because  o f  ou r  long  s t ay  in  Drammen  when  we  used  up  wha t  shou ld  
have  been  our  p rov i s ions  down th rough  the  l and  o f  Amer ica .  I t  was  by  
the  we igh t  o f  a  ha i r  t ha t  we  were  a lmos t  fo rced  to  go  in to  Canada .  

Bu t  th i s  Cap ta in  Deckman  was  ab le  to  ge t  a l l  o f  h i s  peop le  a s  f a r  a s  
to  Ch icago ,  whe the r  they  had  any th ing  to  pay  wi th  o r  no t .  How he  
managed  th i s  I  s ha l l  neve r  know.  

When  we  came  to  Chicago ,  we  were  in  t he  same  d i re  
c i r cums tances .  I f  f a the r  then  would  have  been  ab le  to  ra i se  $5 .00  we  
would  have  been  ab le  to  go  as  f a r  a s  Lans ing ,  l a . ,  bu t  i t  was  jus t  no  use .  
In  t h i s  manner  we  became  separa ted .  Those  who  had  to  pay  wi th  were  
pe rmi t t ed  to  en te r  the  passenger  t r a in ,  bu t  those  who  d idn ' t  were  s imply  
he rded  in  on  a  f re igh t  ca r .  Th i s  p resumably  jus t  t o  ge t  us  ou t  o f  town .  

Bu t  t he  journey  on ly  l a s t ed  to  the  f i r s t  s t a t ion .  And  the re  we  s tood  
in  a  s t r ange  l and ,  wi thou t  money  and  food ,  and  unab le  to  unders t and  
the  l anguage .  So  i t  was  su re ly  someth ing  tha t  cou ld  make  the  sp i r i t  s ink  
ex t remely  low in  each  one .  



However ,  t he re  were  a l so  merc i fu l  peop le  in  t hose  days  so  we  d id  
no t  su f fe r  f rom hunger  because  the  peop le  unders tood  tha t  we  s imply  
had  no th ing  to  l ive  o f f .  Then  the re  came  one  who  cou ld  speak  
Norweg ian  and  he  adv i sed  us  no t  t o  l eave  the  f r e igh t  ca r  a s  they  f ina l ly  
took  us  t o  our  des t ina t ion ,  bu t  i t  t ook  t ime .  At  l a s t  we  f ina l ly  came  as  f a r  
a s  to  S tough ton ,  Wi .  There  a  fa rmer  he lped  us  and  a r ranged  a  way  fo r  us  
to  con t inue ,  namely  to  Lans ing ,  l a .  

There  a t  Lans ing  a  Norweg ian  t a i lo r  t ook  us  in  and  he lped  us .  S ince  
the  ha rves t  had  begun  the re  were  no t  many  peop le  in  t own .  However ,  
one  came  in  who  d rove  a  pa i r  o f  oxen  and  we  were  ab le  to  ca tch  a  r ide  
wi th  h im to  wi th in  a  coup le  o f  mi le s  f rom grandfa the r .  You  can  imag ine  
wha t  unbounded  happ iness  f i l l ed  eve ryone  now tha t  the  long  journey  
was  f ina l ly  comple ted .  

Fa the r  go t  work  a t  once  and  rece ived  $1 .00  pe r  day  which  we  
though t  was  g rea t .  I  t oo ,  go t  a  chance  to  work .  We  were  in  Spr ing  Grove  
on ly  un t i l  t he  sp r ing  o f  1862  a t  which  t ime  we  moved  on  to  Iowa ,  abou t  
7 -8  mi les  f rom Decorah .  Here  we  remained  un t i l  t he  sp r ing  o f  1867 .  

I t  c an  be  re l a t ed  he re  tha t  whi l e  we  l ived  in  Iowa  we  d id  no t  have  
l and  o f  ou r  own .  I e i the r  worked  as  a  fa rm hand  o r  he lped  fa the r .  In  
Iowa  we  a lways  ren ted  l and  on  sha re .  My younges t  s i s t e r  was  born  June  
27 ,  1862 .  My mothe r  d ied  in  Iowa ,  Oc t .  4 ,  1864 .  My o ldes t  s i s t e r  a l so  
d ied  in  Iowa ,  on  June  1 ,  1866 .  She  was  a l so  conf i rmed  the re  by  Pas to r  B .  
Koren .  

Fa the r  so ld  h i s  "c l a im"  in  Doug las  Co .  t o  Gunder  Vink je r  in  t he  
sp r ing  o f  1868 .  I t  was  then  we  moved  up  he re  to  Ot te r  Ta i l  Co .  We  came  
he re  where  we  now l ive  on  May  24 th ,  1868 .  I  b egan  now to  c lea r  o f f  
l and  a s  pe rosna l  owner  o f  160  ac res .  I  l ay  r igh t  a long  s ide  o f  f a the r ' s .  

I  was  mar r i ed  in  t he  sp r ing  o f  1873 .  By  1914  we  have  l ived  toge the r  
41  yea r s .  I  am ce r t a in  tha t  none  of  us  has  reg re t t ed  th i s .  Of  course  over  
such  a  long  pe r iod  o f  t ime ,  d i f f e ren t  th ings  happen .  Bu t  God  has  a lways  
been  wi th  us  so  eve ry th ing  has  tu rned  ou t  fa r  beyond  expec ta t ions .  
However ,  we  have  no t  ga the red  any  wea l th ,  bu t  we  have  a lways  had  
su f f i c i en t .  We  rece ived  s ix  ch i ld ren  and  a l l  l i ve .  Every th ing  has  tu rned  
ou t  we l l  w i th  them and  we  have  had  no  so r row wha teve r  wi th  anyone  o f  
them.  Accord ing  to  my  th ink ing  th i s  i s  t he  g rea tes t  b le s s ing  tha t  pa ren t s  
can  exper i ence .  Now they  a re  a l l  g rown up  and  mar r i ed  excep t  one .  
Those  who  a re  mar r i ed  have  good  homes  no t  f a r  f rom us .  The  ch i ld ren  
a re  Engebre t ,  who  opera tes  the  Farmer ' s  E leva to r  and  Lumber  Yard  in  
Da l ton ;  Edward ,  who  works  in  a  s to re  in  Ashby ;  Mrs .  E l l e f  Knudson ,  
f a rmer  in  Tordensk jo ld ;  Theodore ,  f a rmer  in  S t .  O la f ;  Mrs .  Pe te r  
Knudson ,  f a rmer  in  S t .  O la f ;  Chr i s topher ,  who  has  a  "homes tead"  in  
Montana ,  bu t  I hope  when  he  i s  t h rough  the re  wi th  h i s  "c l a im"  tha t  he  
wi l l  come  back  he re  and  buy  my  p lace  because  I am worn  ou t ,  and  my 
wi fe  even  more  so .  



I  sha l l  descr ibe  a  few fea tures  of  the  s t ruggles  of  p ioneer  l i fe .  Our  
neares t  Pos t  Off ice  was  Pomrr ie  de  Ter re ,  about  10  mi les  f rom us .  
Natura l ly ,  there  was  no t  much mai l .  However  a  few le t te rs  were  sen t  
and  rece ived  by  the  se t t l e r s .  There  were  few newspapers  in  those  days .  
One  here  and  there  kept  the  "Skandinaven ."  

The  l iv ing  cos t s  were  h igh  in  those  day .  I  know tha t  when  we  
bought  the  f i r s t  f lour  sack  in  Douglas  Co. ,  we  had  to  pay  $10 .00  for  i t .  
Sa l t  was  10  cen ts  per  pound,  syrup  $1 .50  per  ga l . ,  kerosene  was  30  cen ts ,  
yes  o f ten  up  to  50  cen ts  per  ga l . ,  cof fee  was  50  cen ts  per  pound,  and  I 
am not  sure  what  sugar  cos t  s ince  we  had  to  ge t  a long  wi thout  th i s  mos t  
of  the  t ime .  We pa id  $1 .50  for  seed  pota toes ,  $1 .05  for  seed  wheat ,  and  
50  cen ts  for  oa t s .  

The  shape  of  the  land  here  in  S t .  Olaf  i s  somewhat  ro l l i e  wi th  qu i te  
a  number  of  s tones .  But  we  fee l  we  have  found  an  exce l len t  p lace  wi th  
p len ty  conveniences  of  woods ,  water  and  meadow land .  In  those  days  
we  d id  no t  th ink  anyth ing  about  "b ig  fa rming"  bu t  each  one  be l ieved  
tha t  one  ought  ge t  a long  wi th  160  acres .  Near ly  everyone  t r ied  to  break  
up  a  l i t t l e  the  f i r s t  year  they  came and  a l so  to  cons t ruc t  some kind  of  a  
dwel l ing  p lace ,  no  mat te r  how s imple  and  pr imi t ive .  But  a l l  seemed to  
be  happy and  sa t i s f ied .  Af te r  we  began  to  ra i se  someth ing  and  saw tha t  
the  land  was  r ich  and  f ru i t fu l l  and  brought  for th  good  crops ,  then  we  
were  over - joyed  wi th  happiness .  But  then  the  hard  t imes  came when 
there  was  no  marke t  for  what  we  ra i sed .  However ,  we  l ived  th rough th i s  
too .  Because  dur ing  the  f i r s t  years  we  were  here  the  land  was  be ing  
se t t l ed  a l l  a round  us  and  they  had  need  of  seed  and  o ther  provis ions ;  
and  we  here  in  S t .  Olaf  had  a l l  th i s  to  se l l  and  were  happy to  do  so .  I t  
wasn ' t  long  before  there  was  a  Mi l l  about  25  mi les  f rom us ,  namely  
Balmora l .  I t  was  s imple  bu t  they  made  good f lour .  

In  the  fa l l  o f  1870  the  ra i l road  came as  fa r  as  Herman,  Grant  Co. ,  
Minn .  So  now we had  a  Marke t  P lace ,  on ly  i t  was  fa r  away and  very  hard  
to  ge t  there ,  as  wel l  as  very  dangerous  in  the  win te r  t ime .  In  1872  the  
Nor thern  Pac i f ic  Rai l road  came to  Perham.  Then  we  could  go  there ,  bu t  
th i s  was  40  mi les  away too ,  on ly  a  l i t t l e  more  sa fe  for  win te r  dr iv ing  
s ince  there  was  woods  to  go  through.  

We began  now to  go  forward ,  a t  l eas t  we  thought  so ,  economica l ly .  
And i t  mus t  be  so .  We s imply  couldn ' t  go  back ,  s ince  we  had  no  capi ta l  
to  s ta r t  wi th .  However ,  we  began  to  see  our  rea l  need  for  horses  s ince  
there  was  no  sense  in  keeping  on  making  these  long  town- t r ips  wi th  
oxen .  We had  to  t rade  these  of f  fo r  horses  and ,  of  course ,  then  there  was  
an  exchange  pr ice  which  brought  us  in  deb t .  "But  shaw,"  sa id  one ,  " i t  
can ' t  be  tha t  dangerous ;  we  have  a  quar te r  of  good  land ,  and  what  i f  we  
a re  in  deb t  a  few hundred  dol l ra rs . "  Not  on ly  for  the  horses  bu t  we  a l so  
wanted  machinery  wi th  which  to  opera te  the  fa rm.  



Perhaps  eve ry th ing  would  have  tu rned  ou t  good  i f  t he  g rasshoppers  
had  no t  come  over  us  jus t  a s  we  though t  we  were  ready  to  ea rn  money  
l ike  g rass .  For  in  t he  two  yea r s  o f  1876  and  77  we  d id  no t  have  any  c rop  
s ince  the  g rasshoppers  c l eaned  up  every th ing .  And  those  to  whom we  
were  indeb ted  wan ted  the i r s !  Wha t  was  now to  be  done?  For  we  soon  
d i scovered  tha t  we  were  no t  a s  r i ch  a s  we  though t  we  were .  When  we  
came  to  bor row money ,  the  f i r s t  ques t ion  was  i f  we  had  any  "secur i ty"?  
We  had  to  beg  our  "c red i to r s"  to  be  pa t i en t  un t i l  we  cou ld  se l l  some  
ca t t l e ,  and  a l so  un t i l  we  cou ld  ge t  some  more  l and  under  cu l t iva t ion .  
Then  the re  su re ly  wou ld  be  enough  money  to  be  had .  

We  had  a  sa t i s fac to ry  c rop  in  1878 .  Bu t  then  I was  so  unfo r tuna te  in  
tha t  a  t eam of  hor ses  r an  away  wi th  me  on  a  mower  and  my one  foo t  
was  so  bad ly  hur t  t ha t  I was  unab le  to  work  the  res t  o f  t he  summer .  

Th i s  happened  the  22nd  o f  Ju ly ,  so  th i s  yea r  became  worse  fo r  me  
than  the  two  prev ious .  Tha t  fa l l  I  h ad  to  bor row $400  under  mos t  
s t r enuous  c i r cums tances .  F i r s t ,  $30 .00  was  t aken  o f f  a s  commiss ion  and  
then  12  pe rcen t  in t e res t  on  the  en t i r e  sum.  So  I h ad  to  pay  in te res t  
on  the  $30  I n eve r  go t .  Bu t  i t  i s  a s  the  say ing  goes ,  "Need  b r ings  t he  dog  
in to  bondage . "  I was  ab le ,  however ,  God  be  p ra i sed ,  t o  ge t  ou t  o f  i t .  Bu t  
I  knew some  who  los t  eve ry th ing  they  had  fo r  these  same  reasons .  

In  t ha t  we  came  here  so  ea r ly ,  t he re  was  na tu ra l ly  no  o rgan iza t ions  
in  any th ing .  So  I h ave  been  a long  and  o rgan ized  bo th  coun ty  and  
townsh ip  and  a l so  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s .  We  l ive  in  Schoo l  Dis t r i c t  No .  2  and  
the  schoo l  house  i s  r igh t  on  my  land .  I  was  c le rk  in  t he  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  fo r  
ove r  30  yea r s .  I  h ave  a l so  se rved  as  cha i rman ,  super in tenden t ,  t own  
c le rk ,  a s sesso r ,  cons tab le ,  and  I s e rved  a s  t r easu re r  o f  t he  townsh ip  fo r  
ove r  16  yea r s .  

The  f i r s t  Norweg ian  min i s t e r  who  v i s i t ed  these  pa r t s  was  Pas to r  Ni l s  
Brand t .  He  was  he re  in  t he  sp r ing  o f  1869 ,  fo r  abou t  a  week ,  I b e l i eve .  
He  wro te  a  cons t i tu t ion  fo r  a  congrega t ion  and  a l so  o rgan ized  i t .  Near ly  
a l l  t he  peop le  jo ined .  He  a l so  conduc ted  the  f i r s t  conf i rma t ion  ou t  he re  
in  Skov lund .  (Mee t ing  p lace  in  t he  woods . )  We  though t  a t  tha t  t ime  th i s  
was  on  fa the r ' s  l and  bu t  a f t e r  t he  su rvey ing  tha t  f a l l  i t  t u rned  ou t  to  
be long  to  the  Amer ican ,  A .  W.  F ie ld .  As  s t a t ed ,  Brand t  was  he re  and  we  
a l l  t hough t  tha t  we  were  "Synod  Peop le"  bu t  Ole  Johannessen  Kasa  
came  in  Ju ly  and  we  were  soon  sp l i t  in  f ac t ions .  

I  c anno t  c lose  be fo re  I h ave  to ld  you  where  my  wi fe  came  f rom.  
Her  name  is  Gur ine ,  E l l e f ' s  daugh te r .  Her  pa ren t s  a re  bo th  born  a s  
in fan t s  in  Eggeda l ,  bu t  the  exac t  p lace  I do  no t  know.  Her  f a the r ' s  name  
was  El l e f  Asb jo rnson  and  he r  mothe r ' s  name  was  Gunn i l ,  He lge ' s  
daugh te r .  My wi fe  was  born  on  Narumse ie ,  o r  in  Marumshagen ,  bu t  
they  soon  moved  to  Eker  in  t he  v ic in i ty  o f  Drammen  where  she  g rew to  



womanhood .  They  came  to  Amer ica  in  1866  and  fo r  a  f ew yea r s  l ived  in  
Winnesshe ik  Co . ,  Iowa .  She  came  wi th  he r  mothe r  and  b ro the r s  to  Ot te r  
Ta i l  Coun ty ,  now the  townsh ip  o f  Aas tad ,  in  1871 ,  where  they  have  used  
the  name  So l i ah .  Her  f a the r  d ied  the  f i r s t  f a l l  t hey  were  in  Iowa ,  bu t  he r  
mothe r  l ived  un t i l  1900  and  i s  bu r i ed  in  t he  Aas tad  cemete ry .  

I  am indeb ted  to  exp la in  to  the  reader s  tha t  when  we  le f t  Norway  
we  were  four  b ro the r s  and  s i s t e r s  t oge the r  wi th  f a the r  and  mothe r .  
These  were  myse l f ,  He lga ,  Kar i  and  El l ev .  He lga  d ied  in  Iowa ,  a s  s t a t ed  
be fo re .  Bu t  t hen  one  was  a l so  born  the re ,  namely  Chres t i .  So  we  a re  
four  o f  u s  who  l ive  ou t  he re  in  S t .  O la f .  Fa the r  was  mar r i ed  aga in  in  1871  
to  S ig r id  Ol sda t t e r  Skaa l i a  f rom Eggeda l .  In  th i s  mar r i age  the re  were  no  
ch i ld ren .  She  d ied  in  1893  bu t  f a the r  l ived  un t i l  1907 .  

Yes ,  many  numerous  th ings  have  t aken  p lace  s ince  I c ame  to  th i s  
p lace .  For  example ,  I  was  in  Fe rgus  Fa l l s  when  the re  was  on ly  one  
so l i t a ry  " log  cab in"  the re ,  namely  Grusendor f .  I  a l so  took  a  t r ip  up  
th rough  the  Red  Rive r  Va l l ey .  At  tha t  t ime  the re  were  on ly  th ree  houses  
f rom For t  Aberc rombie  to  Frog  Po in t ,  now Grand  Forks ,  I  be l i eve .  Bu t  
do  you  th ink  tha t  I h ad  sense  enough  to  see  any  fu tu re  fo r  tha t  pa r t  o f  
ou r  coun t ry?  Oh ,  I cou ld  see  a l r igh t  t ha t  the re  were  f ine  "c la ims"  to  be  
found ,  bu t  i t  wou ld  be  a  long  chance  s ince  I was  ce r t a in  tha t  the re  
would  no t  be  any  sys tem to  schoo l s  and  churches ,  and  I d id  no t  be l i eve  
tha t  the  p ra i r i e  wou ld  be  se t t l ed .  

In  t hose  days  peop le  were  a f ra id  o f  t he  p ra i r i e s .  In  t hose  days  I 
guess  I was  p re t ty  much  of  a  "hur rah  boy"  who  d idn ' t  t h ink  much  abou t  
the  fu tu re ,  bu t  was  someth ing  o f  eve ry th ing ,  such  as  a  th reshe r  and  a  
horse  t r ade r  and  a l l  k inds  o f  foo l i shness .  I  h ad  to  d i scon t inue  horse  
t r ad ing  fo r  t he  s imple  r eason  tha t  I f i na l ly  d id  no t  have  a  horse  l e f t ,  and  
s t i l l  I  b e l i eved  tha t  I h ad  made  a  "Good  Dea l " .  



The Red River Ox Cart. It is not known that this ox-cart was actually used over 
the Red River Trail. Very definately this ox-cart is made of native wood and is 
over one hundred years old. Red River ox-carts were originally made entirely 
out of wood. This ox-cart is the oldest and crudest one known to be in existence 
in the state of Minnesota. The wood wheel revolving on a wooden axle, without 
the benefits of grease made the creaking of the caravans of carts heard for 
miles. The only lubrication used was when the men would rest and feed the 
oxen. The men would kill snakes, frogs, lizards, etc. and put them in the hubs of 

the wheels. This would lessen the horrible squeaking for a few miles at least. 

1925 Chevrolet 4 door. Purchased new by Swen Johnson of Breckenridge, Mn. 
Mr. Johnson passed away in 1944. Car had very low mileage, about 12,000 miles, 
and was in new condition when Kenneth O. Anderson purchased it. In March 
1974 Mr. Anderson sold it to Herb Rose, mileage, 29,310 miles. Car is now being 
restored by present owner. This car will be in the museum during the annual 

show. 
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Pictured in front of the Grant County Historical Museum in Elbow Lake, Mn. is 
a group of folk dancers from Norway. The museum is open 7 days a week 
during the summer months and is open 5 days a week during the winter months. 
It has 10,000 square feet of floor space. It houses a pioneer village, with the old 
fashion offices like a doctors and dentist office, a fur trading post fully stocked 
with fur traders merchandise, a sheriff's office and jail, a harness and 
blacksmith shop, a covered wagon, a 1904 two cylinder auto, old McCormick 
reaper, a 150 year old genuine Indian birchbark canoe, a large assortment of 
Indian artifacts and much more. On the grounds are an old fashioned one room 
country school house and a log house built in 1865 all furnished. You may spend 

hours there and not see it all. 

Pastor Joe Melby and Pastor Fred Norlien, on stage, listening to the choir led 
by Leonard Matson at Sunday morning worship in the museum building. 















Part of the gas engine display and power windmill taken from the south end of 
the grounds. 

Ifo Pcwct Wuidmffl 
The  power  windmi l l  you  see  a t  the  Lake  Reg ion  Threshe rmen ' s  

g rounds  i s  one  o f  a  ve ry  f ew remain ing  in  t he  U.  S .  I  be l i eve  
poss ib ly  the  l a s t  one .  

I t  was  manufac tu red  by  the  Duplex  company ,  and  the  l a s t  pa ten t  
da te  i s  1896 .  

Mr .  Vic to r  Lar son  o f  C l in ton ,  Mn.  owned  the  windmi l l  and  I 
pu rchased  i t  f rom h im.  As  nea r  a s  he  can  remember  h i s  f a the r  bough t  
the  windmi l l  in  1913  o r  14 .  As  i t  t u rned  ou t  they  never  pu t  i t  up ,  
because  they  then  used  gaso l ine  eng ines .  

They  had  fo r  many  yea r s  used  a  power  mi l l  wh ich  was  ge t t ing  
qu i t e  worn  and  had  bough t  the  dup lex  to  rep lace  i t ,  however  they  
never  go t  i t  up .  

So  when  we  pu t  i t  up  a t  Da l ton ,  th i s  was  the  f i r s t  t ime  i t  was  
used .  

The  windmi l l  has  a  14V2 foo t  d iamete r  whee l  and  compound  
gea r ing  to  ho ld  the  whee l  in  t he  wind  under  load .  I t  ca r r i ed  80  lbs .  o f  
we igh t  in  i t s  ho l low ta i l  ba l l .  I t  a l so  has  a  governor  which  opened  the  
whee l  t o  the  wind  wi th  va ry ing  loads .  

Mr .  Lar son  though t  i t  was  ra t ed  12  h .p .  in  a  good  wind .  

Tru ly  a  reminder  o f  days  gone  by ,  and  a  ve ry  n ice  add i t ion  to  
our  show.  

Haro ld  Hansen ,  Gracev i l l e ,  Mn.  




